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membejs of the Royal Family do 
■ .not get involved in politics. 
Tbe speech w as the Princess's 
second public engagement in 
the UK mice, her Panorama in-, 
terview m which she. -said she 
wanted to become an “ambas- 
sador'' for Britain, buttbe po- 
litical furore which broke' 
jesierday will renew doubts 
-about what pubficrote <- if any 
• r shejdiouIdlMn«. v ..y: ¥ .^ v -.. . 

..' }olm Majorwas farced to de- 
fend government policy when 
asked about .the comments in 
the Commons, llxe Prinie Min- 
ister said: “We are foUycom- 
mkled to ensuring there is no 
necessity, for some people to 
sleep rough and we very much 
hope that the! culture that has 
grown up among some people 
of doing so is a culture that can 
change and be broken." ; 

Tberehad been a “remark- 
able reduction” in the numbers 
of people deeping rough, Mr 
Major said, ana plans to cut the- 
n umbers to zero continued. 

Tory MPs were outspoken in 
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Happy and hopeful: Harriet Selka, despite having had both chemotherapy and radiotherapy, keeps laughing (above) while 
her mother, Elizabeth (below), believes her daughter may yet be able to have children of her own 
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“It is truly tragic to see the to- 
tal waste of so many young lives 
- of so much potential." 


\0 


Sir Patrick Connect, MP lor 
Staffordshire South, called the 


M SOta^gja^,o^kasing hear for 
gomgfon a platform “in a pre- 
electien period, oh a highly con- 
tentious subject, with a highly 
partisan politician'’. Sir Patrick 
said the. Princess’s, action was 
usderiruned the constitutional 
impartiality of the monarchy. 

Some Tbxy backbenchers 
were furious that the Princess’s 
remarks rased the implication 
that die Government bad done 
nothing; to tackle, homeless- 
ness, whereas the policies were; 
they and, among the most ef- 
fective in Europe. 

In hex comments the Irincess 
revealed that she had visited voF 
unteen; and met homeless peo- 


cent more bedspaces in its shel- 
ters than last year, was doing vi- 
tal work, tbe Prioress said, but 
. “each year is a struggle to make 
ends meet... when those need- 
ing help are becoming younger 
ana more vulnerable*’. 

. Mr Straw told the conference: 
“Sleeping rough on the streets 
of Britain is no longer the ap- 
palling exception it ought to be. 

“Homelessness is an affront 
to any society which claims to 
be civilised Yet the situation of 
the young homeless seems set 
to worsen.” 

The Princess’s “extremely 
powerful and moving!” speech 
was welcomed by Chris Holmes, 
director of the housing charity 
Shelter: 

“It matters because she said 
it extremely well and was draw- 
ing on her own experience of 
having seen the work of Centre- 
point,” he said 
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Probe into police 
intelligence unit 


HEATHER MILLS 

Home Affairs Correspondent 

A top-level police inquiry has 
been bandied into allegations 
of corruption invofving the Na- 
tional Criminal Intelligence 
Service — Britain's fledgling 
FBL 

It is understood, to focus on 
leaks of confideolmliiibmia- 
tion from the service to the 
criminal fraternity, including 
. details of telephone taps arid- 
other material whkh it is sug- 
gested may have compromised 
investigations bybotii.the.NGIS 
and other polios forces. . .. B..' 

The seriousness of the in-:, 
vestigation is underlined by the 
fact that it is being headedby 
John Stevens, Northumbria’s 
Chief Constable - the mp who 
headed the multi-force inquiiy 
into aSegations of collusion be- 
tween terrorist groups and 
members of the security forces 
in Northern Ireland 


The Chief Constable, to- 
gether with an eight-strong 
team of detectives, has moved 
into tile son th~London -based 
headquarters of tbe service, 
which also houses the UK bu- 
reau of Interpol, and which 
targets organised crime, big 
drug dealers and money iaun- 
derers, as well as paedophiles 
and football hooligans. 

Yesterday a spokesman for 
Northumbria police said “It is 
not known bow long the inquiry 
will ra ke or where in the coun- 
try the investigation might : 
lead.” An NQS spokesman 1 
-would only saythat an inquiry 
into a “confidential matter” 
badbeen launched at the insti- 
gation of the service’s Director 
General, Albert Pacey. j 

" . Bat the inquiiy is a blow to 
NCI5, which is expected to 
lead die new national investi- 
gation force, including MI5, as 
it makes , its controversial 
TURN TO PAGE 2 


Three men shot dead in 
gangland execution 


A three -year-old giri with can- 
cer has made medical history by 
becoming the youngest patient 
to have part of her ovaiy frozen 
to enable her to have children 
in adulthood. 

Surgeons at St James's Hos- 
pital, Leeds, have removed half 
of Harriet Selka s left ovary and 
stored it at -200C in liquid ni- 
trogen so she will have a chance 
of having children later. 

The cancer treatment that 
Harriet received - a combina- 
tion of chemotherapy and 
radiotherapy - left her ovaries 
slightly damaged. 

But doctors say the part of 
the ovaries that were removed 
in a 90-minute operation can he 
frozen for 20 years and may give 
her the chance to have children 
that she would otherwise have 
been denied. 

Harriet is the youngest of sev- 
eral giri patients undergoing the 
pioneering research in Leeds 
and Manchester and the 
youngest ever to have part of 
her reproductive system frozen. 

Grants of a quarter of a mil- 
lion pounds from the Leukemia 
Research Fund and the Kay 
Kendall Leukemia Fund to the 
research arm of the two Leeds 
hospitals' Assisted Conception 
Units have made the surgery 
possible. 

Roger Gosden. Professor of 
Reproductive Biology at Leeds 
General Infirmary, who was in 
charge of Harriet said. “Some- 
times people say that repro- 
ductive technology is going too 
far and is on the edge of what 
is socially acceptable. 

“1 believe that what we're do- 
ing here will he socially ac- 
ceptable to everyone because 
we're trying to restore the 
natural state. 

Last night her mother. Eliz- 
abeth SeUka. said: “Harriet is 
only one month into the treat- 
ment and it is loo early to say 
whether it's going to be a suc- 
cess. But if you have children of 
your own. you want them to 
know the joys of having children 
themselves." 

Harriet, of Thurstonland, 
near Huddersfield. West Yorks, 
who is suffering from Wilms 
tumour, a type of kidney' can- 
cer, needs to undergo further 
surgery in the New Year. 

Doctors now hope that the pi- 
oneering treatment used on 
Harriet could be used to help 
young boys who would he also 
rendered sterile by cancer 
treatment. 


WILL BENNETT 

Three men found shot dead in 
a Range-Rover in a lonely Es- 
sex lane yesterday are believed 
to have been tbe victims of a 
gangland execution. 

Detectives believe the victims 
were either abducted or lured 
to tbe lane in tbe village of Ret- 
tendon, near Chelmsford, 
where they were blasted in the 
head with a shotgun. 

‘They are known to us as 
criminals and certain lines of in- 
quiry are taking place with 
that knowledge in mind,” 
said Detective Superintendent 
Ivan Dibley, the officer 
heading the winter inquiiy, last 
night. 

Police will not release the 
names of the three men until 
they have been formally iden- 
tified by relatives but they are 
aged between 20 and 40 and all 


come from the south Essex 
area. 

“They are people who I 
would put well above the (tot- 
tom rung of the ladder in the 
criminal fraternity," Del Supt 
Dibley sajd. 

Die bodies were found in 
Workhouse Lane, on the out- 
skirts of Rettendon. at Sam 
yesterday by Ken Jiggjns and Pe- 
ter Theobald, who were on 
their way to feed pheasants in 
nearby fields. 

Two were in the front of the 
metallic-blue Range-Rover, 
registration number F424 NPE, 
and the third man was in the 
back. Tbe rear nearside window 
bad been smashed, apparently 
by a shoe. 

’ Mr Jiggins got out of the 
Land-Rover which Mr 
Theobald, 44, who farms the 
land, was driving and ap- 
proached the Range-Rover. He 


glanced inside, saw the men and 
not realising they were dead 
tapped on the window. 

He said: “For all the world 
they looked as though they had 
fallen asleep in the car. It 
wasn’t until 1 looked again that 
1 realised they had been shoL 

“I was shocked. It was not 
something I expected to find. 
The driver was lying with his 
head on one side and blood 
coming out of his nose." 

The two men called the po- 
lice who sealed off the murder 
site, which is 250 yards from the 
main A130 road from Chelms- 
ford to Southend The lane is 
well known to the local crimi- 
nal fraternity and a hijacked cig- 
arette lorry was taken there six 
years ago. 

Yesterday afternoon the 
Range-Rover was lifted on to a 
police low-loader with the bod- 
ies still inside it, covered with 


a tarpaulin, to be taken away for 
forensic analysis. 

Dei Supt 'Dibley said last 
night that he did not know 
whether the three men had 
been killed by a single gunman 
or whether severaf killers had 
been involved. “1 believe that 
the killings took place at ihe 
scene," he continued. “There 
are no real signs in the vehicle 
of either a struggle or of an at- 
tempt by one or more persons 
to get out of the vehicle. 

“This lends to suggest that 
they were either surprised or 
that whoever did the crime was 
in the vehicle with them. They 
may have been forced to drive 
there at gunpomL” 

He appealed for anyone who 
knew of the Range-Rover s 
movements between 6pm on 

Wednesday and 8am yesterday 

or who knew the owner to 
contact the police. 



Major backs beef 

John Major was forced to de- 
fend British beef in the Com- 
mons yesterday as calls grew for 
an independent inquiry info 
the risks posed to humans by 
mad cow disease; P*gfi6 

Wtfe ‘abused and refuserf 

The wife of the Toiy MP David 
Ashby told a libel jury how he 
physically abused her, refused 
sex, and eventually confessed he 
was a homosexual. But Silvana 
Ashty added that she stiUIcwcd 
her husband. PSJS* 3 


Animal magic nets £40m for pet shop boys 


NIGEL COPE 

Three men who make their liv- 
ing selling exotic-pets including 
scorpions, tarantulas and chip- 
munks, were £40m richer yes- 
terday when their company 
made a spectacular debut on the 
stodemaitet- 

Shares in Pet City, which 
runs 35 out-of-town pet super- 
storea, soared during their first 
day’s dealings, valuing the 
company at almost £90m. 

The flotation means an in- 


stant bonanza for the founders 
who own almost half the com- 
pany between them. Roger Rai- 
der and Giles Clarke started the 
company-in 1989 because they 
thought there was a gap in tbe 
market for the bulk buying of 
pet food and a fan, out-of- 
town, store. The shops seh pet 
food and pet accessories in- 
chnfing doggy waistcoats and 
other fashion garments. Its “al- 
ternative” pets include snakes 
and iguanas, though its best sell- 
er is hamsters. A tarantula 


starter kit, including spider, 
case and heated pad to keep the 
arachnid warm in chilly winters, 
will set you back £32.99. A 
chipmunk starter kit is bit more 
pricey at £89.99. 

However, the stores do not 
sell cats and dogs as the man- 
agement feels it would be un- 
fair to display them in a shop. 
Customers are directed to an- 
imal refuges and dogs homes 
instead. 

‘ The lop management are 
not aD pet mad, Richard Nonh- 


coti lives in a house full of dogs, 
cats and goldfish. He invested 
a £lw in the company in 1 992. 
Three years later that stake is 
now worth around £15m. 

Mr Clarke, who owns a sim- 
ilar amount of shares, likes 
pets but does not have any. “1 
live in rented accommodation 
and pets are not allowed,” he 
said. He added that the three 
founders would not be selling 
any shares. “Obviously were 
very pleased but we will not be 
selling any shares because wc 


want to develop the business." 
The company plans to expand 
rapidly and have 300 stores 
within eight years. It will open 
17 stores next year boosted by 
the £20ra of expansion capital 
it raised yesterday. 
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news 


Building recovery: Eddie George tells Treasury Committee that caution may benefit economy more in long-term 

Bank ready to fight Clarke on rate cut 



RAUL WALLACE 
and COLIN BROWN 


Eddie George. Governor of 
the Bank of England, has 
hinted that he will oppose a 
cut in interest rates when he 
meets Kenneth Clarke next 
Wednesday, 


lory MPs anxiously hoping 
»r a rate cut to fuel the “ieel- 


Eddie George: Not yet time 
for cut in interest rates 


for a rate cut to fuel the ’‘feel- 
good factor" after a lacklustre 
Budget were infuriated by his 

re marks. 

The vice-chairman of the 
Conservative backbench fi- 
nance committee of MPs. David 
Shaw, last night said his com- 
mittee backed the Chancellor 
against Mr George’s 'judge- 


New driving 
licence ‘set 
to act as ID’ 


KATHERINE BUTLER 

Brussels 


Britain won the right yesterday 
to operate a new European 
credit card-style driving licence 
as a national identity card. 

EU transpon ministers en- 
dorsed the voluntary introduc- 
tion of a uniform plastic licence 
for the 15-member states from 
July 1996. But Britain request- 
ed that the nationality of the 
bearer should be displayed on 
the front of the card alongside 
a photograph, and other data 
such as name, date of birth, and 
licence expiry date. 

A number of other states 
voiced hostility to the British 


plan because of the implications 
for civil liberties, but agreed to 


for civil liberties, but agreed to 
a compromise which allows 
governments to include na- 


tionality or other “non-motor- 
ing” information - for example 


a national insurance number or 
the fact that the driver is an 
organ donor -on the back of the 
card. 

They insisted, however, that 
the inclusion of nationality or 
other information should be 
conditional onthe written oon- 
,sent of the lioence bolder. 

Then European Transport 
Commissioner Neil Kiimock, 
pre-empting charges that Brus- 
sels was imposing identity cards 
on Britain through the back 
door, issued a statement stress- 
ing that the primary function of 
the card is a driving licence. 

British officials denied that 
yesterday's agreement brings 
closer the introduction of com- 


pulsory identity papers. It sim- 
ply left open the possibility of 


ply left open the possibility of 
operating a dual-function 


licence/ID card which was one 
of six options outlined in a 
Home Office Green Paper last 
May. 

Under existing European di- 
rectives driving licences do not 
identify the holders nationali- 
ty, so a dual-function card 
would have been impossible 
without yesterday’s compro- 
mise. “If we decide to pursue 
the introduction of identity 
cards in Britain, this is now one 
of the options open to us,” a 
British official said 

The new-style licence will 
be optional for member states 
but most, including Britain, are 
enthusiastic about switching 
from the existing pink paper ver- 
sion. The ElTs 12 gold stars on 
a blue background will adorn 
the card, and the back will car- 
ry symbols of the various vehi- 
cle categories to allow instant 
recognition throughout the 
member states. 

Earlier plans for the inclusion 
of a microchip carrying addi- 
tional information which could 
be electronically read by police 
have been scrapped. 

■ At Westminster, Graham 
Allen, Labour's transport 
, spokesman, claimed the deci- 
sion was a defeat for the Home 
Secretary Michael Howard, 
writes John RentooL 

“This looks like sleight of 
hand - the Tories were trying to 
amend an EU proposal to cre- 
ate the basis for introducing a 
UK identify card by the back 
door,” he said. 

He added that the decision 
meant Mr Howard could not 
bring in the weakest of his 
plans for what would effective- 
ly be an ID card for Britain. 


Six horses killed 


JOHN McKJE ' 


Six horses - including one be- 
longing to a former Olympic 
three-day even tec - have died 
in the past three wieks after eat- 
ing a freak batch of thrashed rye 
grass, it was revealed 1 yesterday. 

The manufacturers of big 
bale process grass, gprobale, 
yesterday admitted they were 
“mortified” at the dcatjts and 
last week spent “thousands of 
pounds" recalling a batch which 
they bought from an unnamed 
farmer in Skegness. 

The batch is responsible for 
the fatal poisoning or the six 
horses, all of which suffered the 
symptoms of botulism. Botu-, 
lism. a usually fatal cause of \ 
food poisoning, tends to loll ority \ 
one horse a year on average in ’ 
this country. 

The first horse to die was at 
de Montfort University in Lin- 
coln three weeks ago. More 
than a week later. Alfred, an ex- 


perienced even ter, died in the 
Grantham yard of Tiny 
Oapham. Miss Clapham, a for- 
mer Olympic rider, is trying to 
save two of her other horses 


which have taken the bale by us- 
ing an anti-serum available 
from Guy’s Hospital 
Last Wednesday, the 18-year- 
old cob Blue, belonging to ex- 
hibitor Hazel Armstrong-Small, 
was put down at its home in Ep- 
ping, Essex. Other ' horses m 
Lambourn and Kent have also 
died from the bales. ; 

Nottingham-based bale man- 
ufacturers Eurobale, jwhich has 
produced 1 1,218 tonnes of for- 
age for race horses and riding 
stock since 1993, hak not pre- 
viously suffered any problems. 

Richard Brooks, w^o runs the 
company with his father Geoff, 
said last night: “We were mor- 
tified to discover the deaths and 
would like to express deep con- 
cern for the owners. We always 

E : own grass and we only 
rom this fender in Jufy 
it was a dry summer. 
Wp won’t be buying from hhn 
again.” i 

Eurobale have sent samples 
of the tainted grass to the Min- 
istry Of Agriculture^ agricultural 
development and advisory ser- 
vice arm are cooperating with a 
full inquiry. 


IAIN 
BANKS 


ment. “The officers of the 
finance committee are ab- 
solutely united in backing the 
Chancellor's stance on interest 
rates. All of us believe that by 
Easter there will be at least one 
or two small interest rate cuts 
of one-quarter per cent each.” 
In evidence to the Treasury 
Select Committee, Mr George 
said the Bank was “very con- 
scious of the idea that January 
is a key month for wage settle- 
ments”. If the Ford pay offer of 
9.5 percent over two years were 
to become a benchmark for set- 
tlements, it would be “a very 
serious situation”; and this 
would not become dear until 
well into January. 


Another risk to the infla- 
tionary outlook could come 
from the renewed weakness of 
the pound, leading to a rise in 
import prices; Mr George re- 
minded the committee that 
“the central best guess” of the 
Bank's Inflation Report in No- 
vember was that inflation was 
still not on track to meet the 
Government’s target of 2-5 per 
cent or less in two years* time. 
Since that report, the pound has 
fallen by a further 2 per cent 
against a basket of currencies. 

A further concern would be 
if the recentzapid growth in the 
amount of money in the econ- 
omy were to persist. Mr George 
told the committee: “Ws will err 


consistently on the side of not 
taking risks with inflation.” 

The chairman of the Con- 
servative Party, Brian Mawhin- 
ney, gave the dearest hint after 
the Budget that interest rates 
would fail to help fulfil the 
Government’s hopes that the 
cautious Budget would pare the 
way for a general election vic- 
tory. Cuis in interest rates are 
vital to the overall strategy for 
reducing the cost of home 
loans, putting more money in 
people's pockets, boosting the 
housing market, and lifrioog Tbiy 
Party morale. 

Senior Tbay Mft said the eco- 
nomic fundamentals were suf- 
ficiently sound to justify an 


interest rate cut as early as next 
Wednesday. But they believe the 
dash with Mr George is not suf- 
ficiently serious to force the 
Governor into resignation. 

Eddie George conceded for 
foe first time that if interest rates 
had been raised as he request- 
ed in May, die economy would 
hare lost even more momentum 
this year. He said Mr Clarke had 
been lucky to get away with his 
decision. “I think it turned out 
very fortunately for him.” Re- 
ferring to the subsequent rally 


r 


in the value of the pound, he 
said: were bailed out of that 


frankly by a change of sentiment 
to the dollar.” 

Comment, page 25 
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Clean up time: Workers at Smiths Clock Makars, Derby, yesterday refurbish the famous Waterloo station In 1322* '.Pttotogfaph; Martin ffckeft 


FROM FRONT PAGE 
expansion into traditional police 
territory. 

Established in April 1992 
with a mission to spearhead the 
gathering of information about 
the activities of major criminals 
NCIS now has around 500 staff 
spread around the country and 


a £25 million annu al budget 
Its officers do not make ar- 
rests themselves, but gather, 
analyse and process intelligence 
into “packages” which they pass 
on to other ibices which pursue 
the investigation. Under plans 
for a national police force, it will 
be given an operational wing 


drawn from the country’s ex- 
isting six regional crime squads, 
which deal with serious of- 
fences. This mil enable the 
force to taj^etspetifk: criminals., 
and make arrests. 

The security services are ex- 
pected to work alongside NCIS 
officers in carrying out surveil- 


lance and analysing data. 

In the 1980s, Mr Stevens 
headed the multi-force inquiry 
into allegations of coDcsion be- 
tween terrorist groups the se- 
curity forces in Northern 
Ireland. The investigation con- 
ducted onfy recently and as a re- 
sult of substantial changeswere 


made to army recruiting policy 
and the handfing of security doc- 
uments. Subsequently 46 peo- 
ple were convicted of offences 
ranging from conspiracy to 
murder to breaches of the Of- 
ficial Secrets Act, and sen- 
tenced to a total of more than 
800 years in prison. ' 


Road chaos as cold 
sets in for weekend 


on 


The cold weather affecting 
Britain created more chaos on 
the country’s roads and railways 
yesterday as weather forecast- 
ers predicted temperatures 
would drop further. 

Although no new snowfalls 
are expected,' weathermen 
warned freezing fog was Likely 
to affect much of the country, 
making driving . conditions 
treacherous. 

A spokesman for the London 
Weather Centre warned of 
freezing temperatures as low as 
minus 5C (23 F). 

“We have had some snow 
showers in various parts of the 
country but it is co ming to an 
end. By tomorrow no fresh 
snow is likely for a few days. 

“The next problem will be 
freezing fog. There will be some 
tonight, in eastern and central 
England, and in Northern Ire- 
land. It will be a real problem 
especially on Saturday when 
there will be areas of freezing 
fog and cold weather ” he said. 

The south of England took 
die brunt of -the bad weather 
yesterday with parts of the 



CHRISTIAN WOLMAR 

Transport Correspondent 


Winter coat: Weathermen predict temperatures-of -5C 


coastal region being turned 
into a “skating rink”, according 
to the AA motoring organisa- 
tion. 

- Driving conditions became 
Appalling bn several major 
roads in Kent, Hampshire mid 
Sussex, with blade iice and more 
heavy snow, it said. 

Affected routes included the 
M20 and A21 in Kent, the M27 
in Hampshire and the A259 in 
Hastings, East Sussex, where, 
snow farced several motorists to 
abandon their vehicles. 


By 4pm .yesterday the AA 
said it bad had rescued 16,500 
motorists, with flat batteries 
and frozen codling systems 
mostly to blame. 

' The RAC said ft had 1 dealt 
with 14,000 emergencycalis in 
a 12-hour period yesterday. 

‘Approximately a third of 
those were in London mid the 
Home Counties, where we have 
been extremely brey," a 
spokesman said. Motorists were 
advised not to go out without a 
blanket and hot flask. - ■ 


■ The future of rail privatisation 
will be decided m the High 
Court today when a judge rules 
on whether the Government 
was wrong to allow potential 
cuts in services. 

Yesfmfay, in a legal challenge 
to privatisation, Nigel Pleming 
QC, for the the anti-privatisa- 
tion group Save our .Railways, 
said that the franchising direc- 
tor, Roger Salmon, should not 
have sec minimum service lev- 
els for new operators which 
were well below the present 
timetable. Mr Fleming said that 
the then Secretary of State, 
John MacGregor, had issued 
dear instructions in March 1994 
that the service levels should be 
broadly 'the same before and 
after franchising. 

However, when Mr Salmon, 
who acts under the direction of 
foe Secretary of State for ’frans- 


Service Requirements” (PSRs) 
for the fust tines to be fran- 
chised, they required operators 
onfy to run a percentage of ex- 


isting trains. Mr Pleming read, 
outa number of letters frmn rail 
passengers and campaigners 
who had analysed foe new PSRs 
and m many cases the proposed 
services Were well below; those 
currently rim by British Rafl. 

• Mr Pleming said that when 
foe Railways Bfflwasbemg de- 
bated in Parliament in 1993 the 
message from the Government , 
was: “Don’t worry about exist- , 
mg levels of services. When we 
franchise, the -easting level at I 
that' time will be the level that 
is franchised. Thist us on this.” 
.; The emphasis erf guidelines 
and instructions given to Mr 
Salmon was on getting value for 
money and on flexibility. 

'Mr Justice Macpheisou will i 
give his judgment this afternoon , 
and has said it will apply to all 1 
seven of the first franchises. 

If Save 'our Railways is sue- \ 
cessfoL, Mr Salmon will have to 
postponelns announcement of 
the successful bidders, which is 
scheduled for next Tuesday, 
and foe Government may be 
forced to start foe . whole fran- 
chising process from scratch, 
causing months of. delays. 


IN BRIK1 


Howard set to deny 
Bridgewater appeal 


in 1979 for murdering newspa- 
per delivery boy Carl Bridge- 
water. Carl. 13, was shot dead 


Kenneth Clarke: Pressure 
from backbenchers 


when he interrupted a burglary 
at a arm near Stourbridge, West 
Midlands, the previous year. 
The. 'confession of Patrick 
Molloy, who was convicted of 
manslaughter, was crucial to the 
case. Molloy died in 1981, 
claiming he had been forced 
into making foe confession. 

DPP conviction 


Bernard Enerio, 17, was con- 
victed of stabbing John Mills, 57, 
the husband of foe Director of 
Public Prosecutions Barbara 
MiDs,ma mugging by a gang of 
six youths near Regent's Park, 
central London. Enerio. who 
admitted possessing foe knife 
used in the attack in May, was 


found guilty of unlawful wound- 
ing and robbery. Sentence was 


ing and robbery. Sentence was 
adjourned. Mr Mills suffered a 
severed artery. 


Flu cases rise 


Flu and flu like illnesses rose to 
178 cases per 100,000 of the 
population at the end of last 
week from 139/100,000 the 
week before, foe Royal College 
of General Practitioners’ flu 
monitoring bureau in Birming- 
ham said. The threshold for an 
epidemic is 400/100,000. 

Guppy freed 

Darius Guppy, 29, was freed on 
conditional bail after being giv- 
en leave to api>cal against a jail 
term for refusing to pay com- 
pensation for the bogus gems 
robbery in New York that net- 
ted him £1.8m from Lloyd’s in- 


surers. Guppy, of Netting Hill, 
west Loudon, has served five 


years for the false raid but was 
given three months to com- 
pensate insurers £227,000 or 
race a further three years jail. 


‘Ma Huggett’ dies 

Actress Kathleen Harrison, who 
playSd Ma Huggett opposite 
Jack Vfemer in the popular ra- 
dio series The Huggets, died 
aged 103 at her London home. 
She was also well known for her 


role as a cockney charlady in the 
Sixties' television scries Mrs 


Thursday. 


Dancer charged 

A ballet dancer alleged to have 

E unched a ballerina backstage 
as been charged with assault. 


A report on Robert Hampton, 
32, principal dancer with foe 


Scottish Ballet, has been sent to 
the procurator fiscal following 
a complaint from Catarina lap- 
pin, 25, that she was assaulted 
in October during a perfor- 
mance oL4 Midsummer Mbit’s 
Dream in EdmburgK. . - 


Lesson in success 


Stratford School, in’ Newham, 
east London, scene of a hitter 
battle betweea its head teacher 
and governors three years ago, 
has been given a clean bill of 
health by inspectors. The opt- 
ed-out school was found.to be 
failing in 1994. Since then foe 
proportion of pupikfflininfe five 
or more A-C grades-at GCSE 
hasrisen from 4 to 28 percent. 
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The Home Secretary, Michael 
Howard, is “minded not” to re- 
fer the case of the “Bridgewa- 
ter Pour" back to Court of 
Appeal - but no final decision 
has been taken, the Home Of- 
fice said last pighL 

In a statement, the Horae Of- 
fice said the convicted men’s so- 
licitors had been notified of Mr 
Howard's “provisional conclu- 
sions" not to refer and they now 
had an opportunity to respond. 

Michael Hickey, 33, Vincent 
Hickey, 41, and James Robin- 
500,4)1, have protested their in- 
nocence since their convictions 
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MP’s libel case: Tory ‘confessed he was homosexual' as his 29 -year marriage fell apart, court is told 

Ashby’s wife tells of 
‘abuse and rejection’ IjQl^ ® : j 




;CS?- U 


REBECCA FOWLER - 

As a pufelkan^cithe private 
nightmare ofa marriag e., it bad 
the lot Hie wife of wiy. MP . 
David Ashby told a libel jury 
how he physically abused her, 
refused seMbd ewemuaBy con- 
fessed he was a homosexual, 

SOvana Ashby, 53, who spoke - 
in a hoaise ltahan accent, told 
the jury yesterday that she felt 
constantly rejected by her hus- 
band. On ode occasion, she said, 
he held a pillow over her fare 

after an argument, and he said 
she should book appointments 
if she wished to talk to bin. 

Mrs Ashby was giving evi- 
dence against her husbandm his 
libel case against the Sunday 
• Times and Andrew Neil, its 
former editor. Mr Ashby (ferries - 
be is a homosexual. 

When the couple agreed to 
separate in October 1993, Mrs 
-Ashby tearfully told the court, 
her husband said he had had a 
brief encounter with a .man - 
some years ago on a holidayin. . 
the Seychelles, andorafessed be . 
was gay. fl used to say to him ' 
‘you’re different, I don’t un- 
derstand you any more. ’Yba’Ve 
changed, feat you like die com- 
pany of men more- than: 
women*,** Mrs Ashby said. 

“He came into the kitchen 
and said Tve got to teO you 
- something, 1 . have changed’, - 
and he started to cay I said 
to him ifyou change once, can’t 
you change again?/ Hesaid .. 
‘it's not as easy as that*.” Wien . 
she asked what he meant, he 
said: “1 had an encounter many- 
years ago. Then 1 putii out at. 
my mind and now I can't *’ 

Fighting back tears, Mis Ash- ' 
by told the court: “I was in ho - 
doubt that he was telling me he . 
was homosexual.” She denied 
she had used words l&e “poof”’ 
or “poofter” to.herhufearKt :• 

Asked about her reacticm to . 
what her husband had told her, ' 
she said; “Tn a way 1 was;/ 
pleased, because ! knew there' 
was nothing-w rung w kh me. I* 
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Alleged relationship: Davfd Ashby (toft) and Dr Ciaran Kilduff 


iWi thought for years that 1 was 
a terrible person and feat that 
was why he didn’t like me.” 

As Mr Ashby sat on the oth- 
er side of the courtroom, often 
-resting his head in- bis hands, ' 
Mrs Ashby, dressed in a pale 
blue juznper .- and pearls, 
dutched a handkerchief mid 

told fee jury how her marriage 
fen apart ... 

The. couple met on a siding 
hediday in 1964, and both de- 
scribed it as “love at first sight”. 
Tbey spoke in Fre nch because 
neither understood the other’s 
natire tongue*; . . 

Thjey nuurfed in a Roman 
Ca&ohc church fee following 
year and Mrs Ashby moved 
from Italy toXhefeea. ' 

But MrsAshby said fee was 
isolated by her husband, a bar- 
rister, from the start of their 
marriage, ‘lie was always at 
work,' and atweekendshe was 

gnag£ I had no^rier^ aorel^ 


atives here. I said to my husband 
‘can you be at home more?’ he 
said Tfl buy you a dog in- 
stead’” 

When Mr Ashby became MP 
for Leicestershire North-West 
in 1983, Mis Ashby said he told 
her she was now irrelevant to 
him. “He said ‘remember for 
youl am dead, I don’t exist for 
you any more. I will dedicate 
myself to my work’.” 

.. Mrs Ashby also described her 
sex life as “not very satisfacto- 
ry” to Richard Hartley QC for 
the Sunday Times. At first she 
said fee took Mr Ashby's in- 
difference to her affections as 
typical English coldness, but she 
felt increasingly rejected. 

After Mr Ashby returned 
from a visit to his brother, 
Brian, who was openly homo- 
sexual, in the US* Mrs Ashby 
said her husband flinched when 
fee put her arm around him. 
“He pushed me aside and said 
‘drat touch me, drat touch me, 
never touch me again'.'* 


■ Mrs Ashby continued: “He 
was always very cross, very an- 
gry. Td say ‘please talk to me’, 
he’d say “3 have no time’ and 
leave the house slamming the 
door. On occasions he’d say 
‘make an appointment if you 
want to talk to me, come and 
see me in my office’.” 
Although Mrs Ashby said 
fee had been suspicious of her 
husband's relations with men. 
including Tim, a young parlia- 
mentaiy researcher, she said she 
did not become aware he was 
homosexual until later. 

When Mr Ashby left her in 
1993, after 28 years of marriage, 
to live in a fiat in Putney, Mrs 
Ashby believed he was having 
an affair with his neighbour. Dr 
Garan KUduff, 32. Both men 
deny physical intimacy. 

But Mrs Ashby said fee still 
loved her husband. “Ifyou love 
someone you trust them fully, 
and 1 loved David more than my 
life,’’ fee said. “I still do.” 

The case continues. 
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New wheelie-bins give pensioners a clean break 
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A detail from Watafteld council’s leaftot on wbeefie-Wns 


GLENDA COOPER 

A growing number of elderly 
people in West Yorkshire arc in 
hospital with broken limbs 
after falling into new council 
wheeHe-bins. 

In Pontefract, where the 
large grey bins replaced con- 
ventional dustbins several 
months ago, there has been a 
“significant”, risein wheelie-bin 
• related modems, fa attempts to 
clean the bias, pensioners have 
fallen across or into the bins or 
been knocked over by them. 


Staff at the fracture dinic of 
Pontefract General Infirmary 
noticed a larger number of old 
people coming in with fractures 
to arms and legs and discovered 
that the injuries were linked by 
dose encounters with the bios, 
which have two and a half tiroes 
the capacity of their old ones. 

Bridget GiU marketing man- 
ager of the infirmary, said that 
there were three ways in which 
old people were injuring them- 
selves. “Many people fractured 
their wrists by standing on 
something and then leaning 


into the bin and toppling over 
on to it," fee said. 

“There was one chap who 
clambered into a bin to stamp 
down the rubbish and frac- 
tured his ankle in fee process. 
And people trying to move the 
bins in a strong wind get 
knocked over. There's a wide 
variety of injuries.” 

Wakefield council introduced 
the wheelie-bins in June and 
sent round a leaflet explaining 
its advantages and advice on 
cleaning it- “By putting news- 
paper in fee bottom to absorb 


any moisture. The smooth plas- 
tic sides are easy to wash and 
putting the bin on its side will 
help tackle the job," it read. 

Ms GiU said feat elderly peo- 
ple had been disregarding the 
guidance: “They were told not 
to put themselves in a position 
of danger. They were simply not 
following instructions." 

She did not know why Ponte- 
fract had become a hot spot for 
wheelie-bin victims: “It may 
well be prevalent in other places 
but maybe they don't talk about 
it so much." she suggested. 


John Skidmore, Wakefield's 
deansing services manager, said 
he was “not aware of any par- 
ticular problems regarding 
injuries to members of the pub- 
lic as a result of the wheeled-bin 
system of refuse collection". 

He stressed that the public 
must follow instructions given 
to clean their bins safely, but 
said that anyone with a partic- 
ular problem should contact 
tbeir wheeled-bib helpline. 

Whether that is before or 
after they end up in the bin, he 
did not specify. 
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Mental 
patients 
to be 
treated 
with art 

DECGA AJTKENHEAD 


Patients with mental health 
problems are to be prescribed 
painting, sculpting and creative 
writing on the NHS, instead of 
drugs. “Arts On Prescription", 
a radical new scheme launched 
this week, will enable doctors to 
treat depression and anxiety by 
sending chronic sufferers to art 
classes. 

A pilot scheme is to begin in 
various economically deprived 
areas of Manchester. Partici- 
pating GPs. consultants, com- 
munity psychiatric nurses and 
social workers will refer patients 
who suffer from mental health 
complaints like panic attacks to 
an Arts and Mental Health 
Nurse. The patients will then be 
offered a range of art classes, 
from drama and dance to 
ceramics and photography, and, 
after consultation, be prescribed 
a 10-week course. 

Like any other NHS medical 
treatment the an dasscs will be 
free. Annual costs of £10.000 
will be met jointly by Stockport 
Health Authority and the local 
council. 

“People find these sorts of ex- 
pressive activities, done in a 
group, give them a chance to 
develop their confidence and 
self-esteem, and give them a 
social contact at a level they 
are comfortable.” a communi- 
ty mental health team spokes- 
woman said. 

“Mental ill-health is a huge 
burden on the NHS, and shows 
itself through many physical 
and mental problems. This 
treatment gets us out of 
looking at everything from a 
problem-based viewpoint." 

A typical patient, she said, 
would be a woman with a fam- 
ily and little time to herself, 
struggling wife relationship dif- 
ficulties and suffering from low 
self-esteem, insomnia and lack 
of motivation. “You can give her 
a dose of Prozac and hope 
She’D get better, but you are nev- 
er going to solve the problem 
unless you tackle how she deals 
wife her life." 

The severely disturbed and 
suicidal will not be eligible for 
the classes, to be taught by 
artists with no medical training 
in local church halls and social 
clubs. Schizophrenics and man- 
ic depressives in a stable con- 
dition may take part, though. 

Arts On Prescription was in- 
spired by an earlier Manchester 
project. Exercise On Prescrip- 
tion. where GPS prescribed free 
sessions in fee gym or the swim- 
ming pool to patients with coro- 
nary problems. Participants 
reported feat fee greatest im- 
provements had been to men- 
tal rather than physical 
well-being, and demand grew for 
arts-based activities. 
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WHY NOT JOIN TH 



Being part of a high-profile, national campaign, 
like ‘Partners Against Crime’, helps to show your 
customers how much you care about their safety 
and security and underlines the wider role your . 
business plays in the community. 


that aims to help the Police reduce crime by encour- 
aging the public to set up or join Neighbourhood 
Watch or Street Watch schemes in their area. 

Any reduction in local crime levels, like break-ins 
or vandalism, is good news for businesses and the 


an in-store promotion or distributing campaign book- 
lets, for example — or you may have ideas of your own. 

If you . would like to find out more about how your 
business could become a ‘Partner Against Crime’, call 

°345 23S 23 s and ask for extension 235 


‘Partners Against Crime’ is a Home Office initiative . communities they serve. You could help by organising to register your interest 
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A ^ 0 Health trends: Medical advances are increasing life expectancy without reducing the risk of illness or disability in old age 
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UZ HUNT 

Health Editor 

British men and women are liv- 
ing longer but their extra years 
of life may be far from pro- 
ductive, marred by poor health 
and disability, according to new 
research. 

In contrast to steady in- 
creases in life expectancy over 
the past 20 years, healthy life 
expectancy - the number of 
years people can expect to 
enjoy good health -has stayed 
the same or risen only slightly. 

A report from the Office of 
Papulation Censuses* Surveys 
(OPCS) says that for men aged 
65, healtny- expectancy re- 
mained almost constant 
between 1976 and 1992 at about 
seven years. For women aged 
65. there was an increase of just 
one year between 1988 and 1992 
from 9 to 10 years. ■ 

Karen Dunne 11, an OPCS 
health statistician, said that 
although men reaching pen- 
sionable age can now expect to 
live until 79 and women to 83, 
the findings had serious impli- 
cations for Lhe pl anning of 
health and social care. The 
"extra years of life gained by the 
elderiy are extra years with a dis- 
ability, not extra years of healthy 
life", she says. 

Overall, the report, “Are we 
healthier?" in the winter issue 
of Population Trends , produces 
conflicting data on changes in 
the genera] health of the pop- 
ulation over a 20-year period. 

There are indications of a de- : 
dine in mortality from all caus- 
es for those aged under 20 and 
45 and over. But this is coun- 
tered by little improvement in 
mortality from all causes for 
those aged 20-44. 

Deaths from heart disease . 


are falling, while deaths from 
stroke- have declined dramati- 
cally. However, there is Kttle' 
change in cancer fatalities over- 
all, despite . improvements in 
deaths from stomach, bladder, 
pancreatic and rectal cancers in 
men, and cervical and bowel 
cancers in women. 

Lung cancer deaths in men - 
which account for a third of all 
male cancer deaths - have fall- 
en. In women, deaths from the 
disease appear to be levelling off 
after increases in recent years 
related to .the fact women took 
up smoking after men. 

Bowel, prostate, and oe- 
sophageal cancer deaths in 
men, and bladder cancer deaths 
in women, have increased. 
Breast cancer deaths, after 
climbing slowly, are declining. 
This may be because of the 
increasing use of the drug 
tamoxifen and possibly because 
of the wider availability of 
breast screening. 

Widespread improvements 
in dental health are reported; 
the number of children with de- 
cayed teeth at all ages fell from 
almost 60 per cent in 1973 to 
less than 30 per cent in 1993. 

The report confirms the 
growing number of obese peo- 
ple despite health education ef- 
forts to change eating habits. In 
1980, 6 per cent of men aged 16 
' to 64 were obese; .by 1993,. the 
figure bad risen to 13 per cent. 

In. women,' obesity doubled 
from 8 per cent in 1980 to 16 per 
cent by 1993. The number of 
i men who are overweight has 
risen from 33 per cent in 1980 
to 4S per- cent in 1993. For 
women, there has been an 
increase from 24 per cent to 
30 per cent 

Other behaviours related to 
poor health, including smoking 


and alcohol consumption, also 
appear resistant to health 
advice. Among 16- to 19-year- 
olds whose parents are semi- or 
unskilled workers, almost 50 per 
cent of girls and 33 per cent of 
boys smoke. 

In families from siriHed back- 
grounds, 29 per cent of girls 
smoke and 28 per cent of boys. 
Where the parents are profes- 
sional, 21 per cent of boys 
smoke and 22 per cent 
of girls are smokers. 

Alcohol consumption sta- 
bilised in men with the number 
drinking above the weekly rec- 
ommended limit of 21 units set 
at around 27 per cent (1992). 
But in women, the proportion 
drinking 14 units rose 2 or 3 per 
cent between 1984 and 1992 and 
now stands at 11 per cenL 

Ms DunneU concluded that 
at a simple level it appears 
people are healthier because of 
improving mortality rates and 
greater life expectancy. “How- 
ever, surveys of reported and 
measured health status suggest 
there is no comparable, gener- 
al improvement in health." 



Fit for fife: Exercise may help pensioners such as Stanley Meeks (above), 69, avoid disability in later years 


Photograph: Dillon Bryden 


‘I hate feeling unable to fend for myself 


CLARE GARNER 

Stanley Meeks, 69, from Plum- 
stead, south-east London, has 
a dean bill of health and he 
works out twice a week at the 
Waterfront Leisure Centre, in 
Greenwich, to keep it that way. 

“rve always been interested 
in keeping fit and 1 thought as 
1 get older it might be an idea 
to stay out of the local hospital. 


CASE STUDY 

I hale the feeling of being alone 
and decrcpid and unable to fend 
for myself." said the retired 
tourist* officer alter a cardio- 
vascular session yesterday. 

“Some of the load-bearing ex- 
ercises like the weights help a 
lot. So many of my friends go 
down with knee and hip prob- 
lems." Not one of them goes to 


the gym. "I suppose a heart at- 
tack of some kind is the biggest 
worry. Every now ami again I try 
and persuade my doctor to 
take my Mood pressure but he 
doesn't seem to be keen. He's 
probably worried about what he 
would find. 

■'I have the occasional pint of 
beer, glass of wine, and gin and 
tonic - but I try not to mix them 
together. 1 am what vou would 


call a very moderate drinker and 
I don't smoke. Since retire- 
ment I've done all the normal 
things like cut down to semi- 
skimmed milk." 

Mohamed Hussein. 30. also 
from PI u instead, yesterday 
made his debut in the keep fit 
world. A television programme 
on heart disease prompted him 
to sign up for an induction ses- 
sion at the Waterfront centre. 


' The main reason I am here 
is to gel rid of all the unneces- 
sary fat. The media has shown 
the sorts of problems you face 
in the future if you don’t exer- 
cise." .As a play leader in a 
council-run leisure centre, Mr 
Hussein wants to set a good ex- 
ample. "It's belter for me to be 
fit so at least 1 can tell Lhe chil- 
dren I work with that they 
should be fit.” 
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link to stress 
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NICHOLAS TIMMINS 

The most clear-cut evidence yet 
that stress can cause cancer has 
come from a study of more than 
100 women from the. breast 
cancer clinic and screening unit 
at King’s College Hospital, 
London. 

When the women were ques- 
tioned about their past life be- 
fore the diagnosis was made, it 
was found that almost half of 
those who proved to have the 
disease had undergone ope or 
more “adveree life events” in the 
previous five years. 

Among those who proved 
disease-free, however, less than 
one-fifth had suffered similar- 
ly. Severe events, amon£ other 
things, were defined as includ- 
ing bereavement, being made 
redundant or bankrupt, be- 
coming homeless, being 
mugged or having a son or 
daughter arrested. 

The findings suggest that a 
link between life stress and 
cancer may indeed exist, the 


kites, and this increases the 
.chances of cancer developing. 
It. appears, however, not only 
that there is little that individ- 
uals can do about it, bat also 
that those .who cope aggressively 
with, such events, rather than 
giving in to them or simply mov- 
ing on to the next thing in life, 
may actually be at higher risk of 
the disease. 

"The downbeat message is 
that many of these events are ! 
not really happenings that you 
have any control- over". Dr 
Tbny David, a reader in psy- 
chological medicine at- the In- 
stitute of Psychiatry, said 
yesterday. “They just happen to 
you, and you just have to hope 
that they don't." 

But there was also an irony 
in the finding that those who 
confronted their stress might ac- 
tually be at higher risk of 

disease. - - 

“There may be a trade -on 
here between psychology and 
physical health ” Dr David 
said. “Coping positively with 
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Calls grow for ‘mad cow’ inquiry I Qifls fllC6 



over 


STEVE BOGGAN 


Two girls may be banned from 
a school for refusing to lake part 
in rugby coaching. 

Lucy Gregory, L3, and her sis- 
ter, Katie, 11. have been caught 
up in a row between their par- 
ents, who believe the sport is 

^e^^ol’sboardctf^^^nors, 
who argue that the version of 
rugby on the corricolam is 
harmlgs 

Both sides in the argument at 
Purbrook Park School, near 
Havant, Hampshire, have tak- 
en legal advice that coaid lead 
to the gjrls being excluded in the 




new year. 
The row 


ted last month 


No choice: Lucy (left) and Katie Gregory, whose parents 
Insist they must be allowed to opt out of playing rugby 


To beef or not to beef: Shoppers outside a butcher’s in the Victoria Centre, Southend 


Photograph: Nick Turpin 


role, 40, and Peter, 41, that she 
had been instructed to buy a 
rugby jersey and a gmnshield in 
order to play the game. Mrs 
Gregory made inquiries and was 
told that the school’s PE cur- 
riculum demanded that aD 760 
boys and girls had to take part 
in nine hours a year of tag rug- 
by, which involves passing and 
scoring tries without physical 
contact Pupils wear ribbons that 
must be pulled to represent a 
tackle. 

“1 have no problem with tag 
rugby because that isn’t violent, 
but I was told that the girls most 
also take part in lessons to 
teach them ncrw to tackle prop- 


erly,” Mrs Gregory said. “Now 
that involves serious physical 
contact and neither of my 
daughters wanted to do h. The 
school said the lessons would 
be supervised but they still in- 
volve the risk of injury, other- 
wise why would a gumshield be 


The matter came to a head 
on 22 November when, during 
a meeting with the school's 
curriculum committee, the Gre- 
gorys said they had been advised 
that to force the gjris into phys- 
ical contact would represent 
“trespass on the person by 
design”. The governors ad- 
journed the meeting and took 


legal advice. On 24 November, 
Elizabeth ThUett, the chair- 
woman, wrote to say the girls 
had to play rugby and added: 
“This involves tackling and we 
axe not prep a red to change 
this.” She said the Gregorys bad 
to agree to the girb playing rug- 
by or remove them from the 
schooL 

“Its diabolical that someone 
can force children to play rug- 
by against their wiH,” Mr Gre- 


tour years and last four teeth, 
had rny ear half-ripped off and 
damaged nyknee- but that was 
my choice. These people aren’t 
giving icy daughters a choke.” 


Mis Gregory said she would 
not remove the girls from the 
school, but neither would she 
agree to their taking part in 

t ackling lcSSOHS. 

Both girls have continued to 
attend the grant-maintained 
seboed but neither is piling rug- 
by. Lucy has been excused be- 
cause she has water on the 
knee and Katie becomes eligi- 
ble only oiler Christmas. That 
. is when the matter is likely to 
come to a head. 

•Michael Dopson, the head- 
master, said he was resigned to 
theschooTs emerging as the vil- 
lain of the piece, but higher 
principles were at stake. 

“If we allow one pupil to 
choose what they will and will 
not do. we will have to allow all 
die others as weD,” he said. 
“Then it could spill over into 
lessons. What would I say when 
a parent said: ‘Excuse me, but 
I don’t want my child taught 
about the Holocaust 1 ? 

“The Rugby Football Union 
has confirmed that our rugby 
lessons are safe, and schools in- 
spectors actually praised our 
curriculum in the summer. Dur- 
ing the whole term, real tack- 
ling amounts to just 20 minutes. 

Lacy Gregory sakt “I like the 
school and X don’t want to 
leave it But rugby is ™ ag- 
gressive sport I wouldn’t like to 
be hurt but I would feel even 
Worse if 1 hurt a friend." 


Beef scare: Major rejects human link 
as consumer groups press for action 




CHARLES ARTHUR, LOUISE 
JURY and CATHY NEWMAN 


The Prime Minis ter was forced 
yesterday to defeud British beef 
in the Commons yesterday as 
calls grew for an independent 
inquiry into the risks posed to 
humans by mad cow disease 

As Labour MPs and con- 
sumer watchdogs called for a 
separate inquiry to investigate 
whether mad cow disease could 
cause its human equivalent, 
John Major told MPs: “There 
is currently no scientific evi- 
dence that BSE [bovine spongi- 
form encephalopathy] can be 
transmitted to humans or that 
eating beef causes CJD 
[Creutzfeldt- Jakob Disease] in 
humans. That issue is not in 
question” 

Yet government reassurances 
appeared to be fading, as more 
than 1,150 schools announced 
they have cut beef from lunch 
menus or axe offering alterna- 
tives. And leading scientists 
raised fears that industrial tech- 
niques used in abattoirs could 
still be spreading the infection 
into meat. Hie National Con- 
sumer Council urged tighter 
regulations for slaughterhouses 
to ensure that potentially dan- 
gerous offal did not slip into 
food. 

Nigel Griffiths, Labour con- 
sumer affairs spokesman, said: 
“People are confused and they 
want to know whether or not 
they should be eating beef." 

Sue Dibb, co-director of the 
independent watchdog, tbe 
Food Commission, said: “I 
think nobody is trusting what is 
coming out of government any 
more. The Government seems 
to be more interested in prop- 
ping up the beef industry than 
admitting that there may be a 
risk, however small it may be.” 

She said she was not satisfied 
by the position of the Spongi- 


form Encephalopathy Adviso- 
ry Committee (SEAC), com- 
posed of eight independent 
scientists who advise the Gov- 
ernment on BSE. “Being ad- 
visers means that the minister 
doesn’t have to act on or pub- 
lish their advice,” Ms Dibb 
said. 

The Consumers' Association 
said a public inquiry could help 
give people the information 
they needed 

BSE was first identified in 
1986, but the controversy over 
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the risk to public health took on 
renewed life last week when Sir 


renewed life last week when Sir 
Bernard Tomlinson, a former 
government medical adviser, 
said he had stopped eating any- 
thing containing beef offiaL 

Scientists’ present fears about 
the risk posed by eating beef 
have begun to focus on proce- 
dures used in slaughterhouses 
to remove tbe brains and spinal 
cords from carcasses. 

The brain and spine are 
known to be the most infectious 
parts of the animal, and since 
1989 regulations have said that 
they should not be consumed. 

In many cases abattoir work- 
ers remove the spinal cord by 
cutting into the spine with a 
water-cooled circular saw, and 
scientists fear this could spread 
infective spinal material on to 
meaL 

The Ministry of Agriculture 1 
admitted last night that its 780 
inspectors, who check meat be- 
fore it leaves British slaughter- 
houses, would probably not 
witness tbe method used to 
remove the spine. 

Schools in Avon, Cleveland, 
Essex, Hertfordshire, Lanca- 
shire, Surrey, Staffordshire, 
Lincolnshire, Leicestershire, 
Norfolk, Wiltshire and West 
Glamorgan have taken beef 
off menus.. At least 11 other ar- 
eas have banned products con- 
taining beef offal, such as liver. 
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WENDY BERLINER 

Education Correspondent 


Minimum standards for what 
constitutes a university degree or 


institutes a university degree or 
graduate in the hugely ex- 
panded modem university sys- 
tem were called for yesterday by 
the Govenunent’s'adviser on 
higher education. 

Degree courses which did not 
reach these minimum stan- 
dards would, fcy implication, lose 
their funding and students who 
do not possess graduate attrib- 
utes would not get a degree. 

hi a far-reaching report on 
graduate standards published 
yesterday, the Higher Education 
Quality Council says it is now 
impossible to know whether 
degrees in the same subject at 
different universities are 
comparable. 

The HEQC report is the first 
attempt to promote nationally 
accepted threshold standards 
in the university system. It fol- 
lows the enormous expansion of 
the university sector when the 
polytechnics became universities 
m 1992. There are now 104 uni- 
versities, four times the number 
there werein thecariy 1960s, and 
L5 million students, six times the 
number 30 years ago. 

On top of this there has 


been a proliferation of new 
subjects taught at university 
and a huge change in the en- 
trance tickets held by students. 
The typical student of the ear- 
ly 1960s was middle to upper 
class, from a public school or 
grammar school, and had two 
A levels. Now a much wider 
hand of social background and 
ability go to university. 

The lecturers, too, are less ho- 
mogeneous. Put together, it 
means the old system of com- 
paring standards, in which lec- 
turers from one institution act as 
external examiners at another, 
is no longer effective. 

Dr Peter Wright, assistant di- 
rector of the HEQC, said yes- 
terday: “Standards may be 
rising, they may be falling. One 
cannot tell. The outcomes of 
higher education must be made 
much more explicit. We are not 
saying they must all be the 
same, but we do need to 
know what is genuine diversity 
and what is an inappropriate 
variation in standards." 

□ Graduate Standards Pro- 
gramme. Interim Report. High- 
er Education Quality Council, 
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uneasy 




MARIANNE MACDONALD 

Media Correspondent 

Viewers are . still heavily 
dependent on the timing of a 
television programme to decide 
whether it is likely to have sex, 
violence or swearing in iL 

Abrordfcg to research hy The 
Broadcasting Standards Coun- 
cil, most stnJ rely on. the 9pm 
watershed to decide whether 
programmes wfll be suitable for 
children or not, and nearly all 
want more information about 
programme content. " 

The BSC survey of 1,000 
men and women, published 
yesterday, found that 86 per cent 
of people were in favour of the 
9pm watershed, but 41 percent 
wanted it to be later at the 
weekend. 

Respondents were divided, 
over whether the 9pm crossover 
.point should apply to news,; 
with 40 per cent saying it should 
and 52 per cent sayingit should 
not. Only 9 per cent did not. 
want a watershed on satellite or 
cable television. 

Most viewers did not want all 
broadcasting to be suitable for- 
chfldren, but feel strongly that 
schedulers should - put -pro- 
grammes out at an a p pr op ria t e 
time. There was still marked un- 
ease about sex and violence, . 


about a lesbian xiss shown in 
EastEnders. Broadcast warn- 
ings of adult material - which 
could take the form of symbols 
in listings pages - were backed 
by 94 per cent of respondents. 
Of those, 77 per cent thought 
rape scenes and “distressing 
scenes about driJdreo ,T m^iif re- 
quire a. warning. .Violence was 
' cited by 74 per cent, “extreme 
sex" by 71 pier cent and bad 
language by 65 per cent ' . ■ 

7ne researchers also asked 
men and women to recreate 
their personal television sched- 
ule from memory, n aming the 
transmission days and iiwms of 
programmes. • . 

The differences between the 
male and female schedules 
reveals the macho factor of 
programniessudi zs Panorama 
moNewsnigfct and the F-fector 
of shows such as 2poim4chiklrm 
and Bramwell. 

The embarrassingly blank 
.spaces also reveal the long- 
running shows which have 
faded to find a place in the na- 
tion's psyche, such as Wish You 
Were Here, Dispatches and 
Horizon. 

Surprisingly, perhaps, the 
men’s mental list showed 
knowledge of the day and time 
of a. number of daytime 'pro- 


grammes, including Home & 
Away, Neighbours and Star 
Trek. 

Although very similar, the 
women's daytime list also in- 
cluded programmes squarely ■ 
aimed at a female audience such 
as This Morning and Oprah. 
They also listed Grandstand, but 
unlike the men, were aware of , 
the Saturday omnibus edition of | 
Brookside. 

If wfll be a relief to many to , 
learn that the BBCl’s Nine 
O’clock News and ITNTs News 
at Ten were listed by both men 
and women. But Channel 4s 
7pm bulletin - which attracts an 
older audience - did not get a 
mention. 

Audience reactions to par- 
ticular scenes in programmes 
were also examined. A quarter 


kiss 'mEastEnders that such ma- 
terial should not be in a soap 
opera at all, while 29 per cent 
felt it should not have been 
shown at the tune scheduled. 

In contrast, viewers did not 
react badly to a scene in Em- 
merdale that showed a violent 
raid on a post office and the 
taking of a hostage. 

Ninety-four per cent said 
guidance on the content of 
pro g ram mes should be available 
on listings pages. 


Light relief: Children from London schools taking part Tn a candle-lit service at Westminster Abbey yesterday. Organised by the Children's 
Society, the event was designed to encourage the pupils to think of those less fortunate during the Christmas period Photograph: Geraint Lewis 
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BARRIE CLEMENT 

Labour Editor 

Britain's increasingly flexible 
working methods provide 
employers with considerable 
advantages but yield few bene- 
fits for their employees, 
according lo research published 
today by the Equal Opportuni- 
ties Commission. 

Part-time and temporary 
working offers organisations a 
means of cutting labour costs, 
responding to business fluctu- 
ations and extending operating 
hours, but the predominantly fe- 
male staff arc low paid and have 
few chances of promotion. 

The study, conducted by In- 
dustrial Relations Services 
among 30 companies in retail 
and finance, also found that 
such workers were offered lit- 
tle training and were vulnera- 
ble to employers’ demands to 
change working hours which 
could come into conflict with 
childcare and other domestic 
responsibilities. 

It was found that while miny 
female part-timers valued their 
working arrangements because 
it fittedcommitments at home, 
employers introduced flexibil- 
ity for commercial rather than 
equal opportunities reasons. 

Summarising the findings of 
three reports, the commission 
conceded that equal opportu- 
nities policies were useful, but 
had yielded a limited impact. 
The problem was that pay and 
conditions were outside the 
scope of such policies. 

Kamlesh Bahl, the commis- 
sion chairwoman, said flexible 
working ought to be gixxf news 
for women trying to combine 


work and family duties, but 
she recognised it also had its 
downside. She said the com- 
mission was talking lo employ- 
ers and unions to seek out 
examples of good practice. 

Ms Bahl fought shy of calling 
for fresh legislation to protect 
part-timers? arguing ihai the 
commission was still investi- 
gating the issue. 

The commission had a rep- 
utation for challenging existing 
laws, but it was also important 
to promote ihe practices of 
good employers wherever they 
were found. Evidence showed 
that employers Jid not save 
money bv paying low wages and 
suffering a high labour turnover 
as 3 consequence. 

She warned ihai full-time 
permanent employment was dis- 
appearing. “Flexibility is here to 
stay." Research sponsored by 
the commission confirmed that 
the bulk of employees under- 
taking “flexible"* jobs were 
w omen. Two out of five women 
of working age were in part-time 
jobs, compared with less than 
one in 10 men. 

While flexible working had 
improved the opportunities for 
women to work, the recent re- 
structuring of organisations by 
“downsizing" or by “delayering" 
had meam that more work was 
being done by fewer staff. 

It had been found that al- 
though ihe number of women 
in new management jobs had in- 
creased. the status of the posts 
had not been as high as those 
held previously by men. 

The studies found that 
black women were “invisible", 
especially in supervisory and 
management jobs. 
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DAILY POEM 


Lady Mary Wortley Montagu’s 
Epistle to Mr Pope 

By Michael Glover 
You ask me. Mr Pope, 

What it is exactly that I feel now. being dead. 

And lodged here in these Efysian Fields. 

Huh ihe Black Sea beneath me. 

And the fountains playing about my heels. 

/ feel serene, safe and beyond the call 

Of the world’s manifold impertinences - yes, that above all - 

No longer wishing to arbitrate 

Betw een the red shift and the gold, 

Or become impassioned over 

Those interminable games of piquet of old. 

I wish you well with your labours 
Down there in those filthy London streets . 

.And did I not feel its opposite. 

I might even say to you: let us meet . . . 

Lady Mary WorlJey Montagu, daughter of the Duke of Kingston, 
was'one of the cleverest women of the 18th century-. Leilcr- 
writer extraordinaire (her Turkish Letters, written while her hus- 
band was ambassador to Constantinople, were admired 
th roughout Europe ), a romantic who eloped wi th her Bret hus- 
band and Look young lovers into old age. and one of the first 
Englishwomen to make an art-form of living abroad, she lived 
with individuality and passion throughout her life. The pas- 
sion included a long friendship with the poet and satirist Alexan- 
der Pope which ruptured violently and publicully when they 
were in middle-age. Mutual mud-slinging continued to the grave. 

This poem appears in Michael Glover's second collection Im- 
possible Horizons , published by Sinclair-Stevenson at £7.99. 
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Before you buy a mobile phone 
this Christmas, remember:.. 

Vodafone has the only analogue 
network in the UK that can offer you 
protection against fraudulent usage. 

Our ingenious system makes it 
impossible for fraudsters to run up 
calls on your bill. Only Vodafone can 
give you this comfort. 


And joy. 



And what's more, buy a Vodafone 
during December and get a big cheque 
back on your calls. 

Every connection to Vodafone's 
LowCall or Digital services qualifies 
for a healthy rebate on call charges. 

For full details ask your mobile 
phone specialist or high street retailer. 
This offer must end on December 31st 
1995, so hurry. 





NOBODY GOES FURTHER TO KEEP 
YOU IN TOUCH. 
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The final frontier: Nasa's latest space probe is leading the way to a new understanding of our Solar System 


TOM WILKIE 

Science Editor 

For six years, the Galileo space 
mission to Jupiter has been to- 
tally alone in the void of space. 
New, at the end of its23-bmion-. 
mile odyssey, it has company - 
in the form of the solar system's 
largest planet, its faint rings, and 
its 16 known moons. 

The space probe's ejotraor-' 
dinary travels mvolved inter- 
planetary snooker, with Galileo 
looping round Venus once, then 
heading back to Earth twice to- 
gain enough gravitational en- 


ergy to carry it across the 360 
mulioh miles between the 
earth's orbit and that of Jupiter. 
It has twice come close to 
asteroids, the tiny planetoids 
which tend to lie between the 
orbit of Mars and Jupiter. 

But although it is the first 
man- made probe to examine 
Jupiter in .detail, Galileo is not 
the first to fly past the planet. 
The Vbyager and Pioneer nris- 
_sons have been to the outer 
planets before. And, bizarrely, 
a mission to explore the Sim 
included a detour to Jupiter. 

■ While scientists await the 


data from Galileo’s six^y ear-long 
wanderings - much of it con- 
cerned with the Jovian “weath- 
er” - attention has switched, 
within the past month, horn the 
largest planet to the weather on 
the largest object in the entire 
solar system, the Sun itself 
The craft sent to probe the Sun 
have had, like Galileo, to trav- 
el bizarre and wonderful paths 
to reach their destinations. 

On 2 December, the Solar 
and Heliospheric Observatory 
(Soho) look off aboard an 
Atlas rocket from the Kennedy 
Space Centre. After a four- 


month journey covering 1.5 
million kilometres, this Euro- 
pean Space Agency satellite 
nail take up a unique orbit - not 
around a planet or (he Sun di- 
rectly - but around the “Lan- 
grangian point" the spot where 
die gravitational pull of Earth 
and that of the Sun balance each 
other out From this vantage 
point, it will look at the restless 
solar surface and listen for 
internal “sun-quakes". 

Soho will be foDowed in May 
19S6 by Cluster, a quartet of lit- 
tle satellites which, in orbit 
around Earth, will also be ex- 


amining the effects of the Sun 
as Lbc solar wind - the contin- 
uous stream of ionised gas 
emitted by the Sun - hits 
Earth's magnetic field. 

Perhaps die strangest path of 
all is that taken by the ESA 
probe, known as Ulysses, which 
was launched from the shuttle 
Discovery on 6 October 1990. 
In order to look at the Sun, it 
was sent away from the Sun, 
towards Jupiter. LMysses sped 
out to a rendezvous with the 
planet two years later and used 
the planet’s gravity to shoot 
up out of the flat disc in 


which aJt planets orbit the Sun. 

But the Voyager and Pioneer 
spacecraft have h3d the longest 
journeys and are now the most 
distant man-made objects in the 
universe, Launched on 2 March 
1972. Pioneer 10 was the first of 
the Jupiter missions. Pioneer 11 
followed a year later. The two 
Voyagers were sent up within a 
couple of days of each other in 
1977. By the late 19708. the out- 
ermost planets of the Solar 
System were lined up in acurve. 
so that spacecraft could visit 
them one after another. Voy- 
ager 1 passed Jupiter in March 


1979 and Saturn in 1980. Voy- 
ager 2 visited Jupiter in July 
1979, Saturn in 1981. Uranus in 
1986, and Neptune in 1989. 

They are a U now leaving the 
bounds of the Solar System 
and passing from interplanetary 
to interstellar space. They may 
yet yield one final piece of 
scientific information. 

Some scientists believe there 
might be a lOih planet beyond 
the orbit of Pluto. It may reveal 
its gravitational pull by de- 
flecting the trajectories of these 
distant craft from what is ex- 
pected. But after that, nothing. 


over 

official’s 

fraud 


CHRIS BLACKHURST 
Westminster Correspondent 

Ministry of Defence officials 
were hauled over the coals by 
a powerful committee of MPs 
yesterday for lapses lhai led to 
one of i he biggest ever frauds 
in Whitehall. 

The Commons Public Ac- 
counts Committee said the case 
of Gordon Foxley. the former 
head of ammunition procure- 
ment at the MoD. jailed for tak- 
ing £1.3m, and probably much 
more, in bribes from three for- 
eign defence manufacturers 
anxious to secure orders, was 
“one of the worst cases of 
corruption" it had examined. 

Mr Foxley had several hous- 
es, both in Britain and abroad, 
and luxury ears, vet the MoD 
failed to spot anything amiss. 
“We are concerned that the 
Department's vetting arrange- 
ments failed to identify the lav- 
ish nature of Gordon Foxley ’s 
lifestyle." the committee said. 

As a priority’, it recommend- 
ed. the Government should 
introduce the same vetting 
arrangements for officials in a 
position to benefit from fraud 
as already’ applied to those who 
could pose a threat to national 
security. 

Procurement staff had been 
in their jobs for a long period, 
said MPs. which “can increase 
the risk of fraud”. Postings of 
five years, or even less, should 
be the norm. Where that was 
impossible, management checks 
should he strengthened. 

The Foxley affair is still be- 
ing investigated by MoD police. 
The full extent of his conuption 
is still Dot known - something 
MPs found hard to stomach’. 
They urged the MoD to 
redouble its efforts to identify 
all the bribes he received - the 
police think he received far 
more than £1 -3m - and to gain 
access to his Swiss bank 
accounts. 

MoD claims that total fraud 
of £22m in the last decade was 
small, in the context of a total 
defence budget of £23bn. failed 
to impress the all-party group 
of MPs. "We are concerned that 
in absolute terras veiy large 
amounts are involved." 
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politics 


Monetary union: Prime Minister 
says nothing can be ruled out 


Major keen 
to retain 


an option 

on EMU 


DONALD MACINTYRE 

Political Editor 


John Major yesterday reaf- 
firmed his intention not to rule 
out British membership of 
EMU in the neat Parliament 
despite strong pressure from 
Tbiy right-wingers to do so. 

Although there are mounting 
doubts among senior British 


politicians in both the main par- 
ties about the likelihood of the 


ties about the likelihood of the 
1999 timetable for a single cur- 
rency being met, the Prime 
Minister said in the Commons 
it was “still" Government pol- 
icy not to rule out British mem- 
bership in the next Parliament. 

The Prime Minister's decla- 
ration, in exchanges with Tony 
Blair, the Labour leader, fol- 
lowed his remarks in an inter- 
view with the Independent last 
month that he did not want to 
“surrender" his influence in 


negotiations in Europe on the 
consequences of EMU for 


countries outside as well as in- 
side a single currency. 

The prospect of a White Pa- 
per, setting out Britain's nego- 
tiating position for the 1996 
Inter-Governmental Confer- 
ence on the ELTs future further 
increased yesterday when Mal- 
colm Rifkind, the Foreign Sec- 
retary, told the Commons that 
ministets were now actively 
considering whether to publish 
one early next year. 

Mr Major’s remarks came a 
week ahead of the Madrid 
summit, at which Mr Major is 
expected to press his case that 
the economic results for coun- 
tries outside EMU - including 
the possibility of competitive 
devaluations - have not been 
sufficiently thnngh t through. 

It also comeson the eve of a 
fresh campaign by John Red- 
wood, the former Welsh Sec- 
retary and Mr Majors 
leadership challenger in the 
summer, to persuade the Gov- 


ernment to make a further ges- 
ture towards the Euro-sceptic 
right, by explicitly pledging that 
a lory government would not 
join a single currency in the next 
Par liam ent. 

Mr Major has frequently cast 
doubt on the likelihood of a sin- 
gle currency before the end of 
the oentuiy. On the Labour side 
both Mr Blair, and in a BBC Ra- 
dio interview yesterday, Robin 
Cook, his foreign affairs 
spokesman, have also suggest- 
ed the 1999 timetable could well 
slip. Mr Cook suggested on 
the Today programme that 
delay might well be necessary in 
order to meet the widened eco- 
nomic convergence criteria 
which a Labour government 
would be seeking. 

Although some ministers on 
the right believe dial further dis- 
cussions on the subject will 
have to take place within the 
Cabinet - and that the Prime 
Minister could still in the end 
make such a pledge - Kenneth 
Clarke, the Chancellor, is 
thought to be strongly opposed 
to such a move. Mr Major is said 
at present to accept the argu- 
ment that it would lessen British 
influence over an issue which is 
of fundamental importance, 
even if the UK stays out of 
EMU. 

After saying that Mr Major 
bad made a “very important 
statement” by not ruling out 
membership, Mr Blair pressed 
the Prime Minister to say 
whether that was the “position 
of the whole of your Govern- 



Labour 
‘to make 
football 
a sport 
for all’ 


JOHN RENTOUL 

Political Correspondent 


Lethal weapon: Victoria Motile, who is recovering from befog seriously injured m a collision involving a vehicle fitted with bull bars, in central London 
yesterday at the launch of a Labour Party campaign to ban what it describes a ‘dangerous fashion accessory’ Photograph: Geraint . Lewis 


Labour lined up an array of 
high-powered endorsements 
for its Foatb&l l Charter yester- 
day, to back the parly’s claim to 
speak for “the national game”. 

Jimmy Hill, the television 
pundit and chairman of Fulham 
FC, applauded Labour’s plans 
to crack down on British fooi- 
bali hooligans abroad and to re- 
form the bodies which run the 
sport. “Tb achieve even half of 
its good intentions in office 
would be miraculous,” be said. 
He singled out for particular 
welcome “the camera about un- 
civilised behaviour both on and 
off the field, the encouragement 
for the Football Association to 
streamline its organisation and 
for a wider spread of wealth 
throughout the entire game”. 

Most of the leading figures in 
the sport came to hear Jack 
Cunningham, Labour's nation- 
al heritage spokesman, launch 
the party’s charter at a West- 
minster news conference. The 


Heath defies party’s Euro-sceptics 


S ir Edward Heath yesterday 
warned thd Prime Minister 


Owarned thd Prime Minister 
that the task of negotiating for 
Britain would be made “im- 
possible” if the Government 
bowed to the Euro-soeptics and 
issued a White Paper on Eu- 
rope. 

Reinforcing the belief that 
the Tory sceptics are now the tail 
that wags the Government dog. 


within hours of Sir Teddy Thy 
lor commending the idea of z 


ment, including the Euro-scep- 
tic members of the Cabinet?" 


Mr Major replied: “Of course 
it is the position of the whole 
Government” 

John Stevens, Tory MEP for 
Thames Valley, said in London 
yesterday said yesterday “mon- 
etary union, is the test of 
whether Europe is serious 
about beingcompetitive* 


lor commending the idea of a 
White Paper on the Today pro- 
gramme, John Major told the 
Commons be was considering 
publishing one. 

The document would set out 
Britain’s position on the various 
issues to come before next 
year’s Inter-Governmental 
Conference (IGC) on the future 
of the European Union. 

But in a trenchant speech in 
which he also called for speedy 


creation ofasingle currency, Sir 
Edward appealed to the Prime 
Minister “under no circum- 
stances” to make a statement on 
the British position. “I have had 
many, many years of interna- 
tional negotiations and five 
years of negotiating in Europe. 
It is impossible for any prime 
minister to lay down before 
hand what he is going to do.” 
Sir Edward said there was a 
long tradition, *T>roken in recent 
years”, of minsters negotiating 
what they thought was an ac- 


Inside 

Parliament 


! lf1 Stephen 
.{IIU Goodwill 


as Sir Edward deplored the 
readiness to be “isolated" about 
which the Secretary of State had 
boasted. 

“We are kidding ourselves if 
we say they all want to do what 
we’re doing. It couldn’t be far- 
ther from the truth. They are 


saying just how lucky they are 
to be saved from ft. - 


it back for MPs’ approval. “If 
they are not approved that’s the 
end of the government” 

Sir Edward barked the soda! 
chapter and foe minimum wage 
- the effect of both had been 
“grossly exaggerated" - and 
membership of a European 
single currency. 


Heckled -by sceptics who 
would like a Government com- 
mitment not to join at alL he 
said that ever since its creation 
the community had moved for- 
ward in considerable leaps, and 
ft would do so on the currency. 
“The sooner this is done the 
better." 

Sir Edward's strict ure s were 
greeted with wooden expres- 
sions by Foreign Office minis- 
ters. Mr Rifkind looked at his 
shoes and stroked his trousers 


Within the Tory party, how- 
ever, ft is Sir Edward who is 
looking increasingly isolated. He 
did at least have the support of 
Edwina Currie, chairman of 
the Conservative Group for 
Europe. “It isn’t true that all 
Conservatives are anti-Europe, 
very far from it," she insisted. 

With the IGC agenda due for 
discussion at the Madrid sum- 
mit next week, Mr Rifkind said 
Britain would welcome a con- 
ference that strengthened prac- 
tical co-operation where ft was 


necessary and showed “a re- 
newed determination that the 
EU should stay out of areas 
where ft isn't necessary”. 

He said the next few years 
would be as important as any in 
Europe’s history though be pre- 
dicted that negotiations over the 
entry of the first central and 
eastern European countries 
could take five or six years. 

On the vexed business of a 
single currency, Mr Rifkind 
said it was dear that if mone- 
tary union was to go ahead on 
1 January 1999, only a minori- 
ty of states would be ready. The 
implications of this had yet to 
be examined. 

“Therefore there is a crucial 
need for work to begin now, not 
in 1997 or 1998, as to what will 
be the implicatiqns for the re- 
lationship betwe&ihe^TOs^Sira 
the “outs” in such a situation. 


vies, of the FA, Rick Parry, 
of the Premier League, David 
Dent, of the Football League, 
representatives of the two main 
supporters’ organisations and 
the Professional Footballers’ 
Association. 

Mr Cunningham said Labour 
would attempt to amend the 




to ensure that “major sporting 
events”, induding the FA Cup 
Final, would be protected for 
viewing by all. 

Mr Cunningham said: “We 
want football genuinely to be a 
‘sport for all’. One of our first 
priorities on taking office would 
be to establish a task force 
which would report within one 
year.” 

The charter proposes a num- 
ber of legal changes to clamp 
down on violent or racist sup- 
porters, induding increasing 
the punishments for failing to 
comply with restriction orders, 
designed to keep persistent of- 
fenders out of football grounds. 

A spokesman for the De- 
partment of National Heritage 
Government, had tak- 
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international 


Kohl warns France to toe EMU line 


IN MR IMF 


IMRE KARAC5 

Baden-Baden 

President Jacques Chirac and 
most of the French govern- 
ment fled from the chaos of 
Paris yesterday in search of 
neighbourly reassurance in the 
cosy German spa town of 
Baden-Baden. What they got, 
instead, was a stem call from the 
Germans not to veer from the 

narrow path of monetary rigour 
that has so inflamed passions on 

the other side of the Rhine. 

The French and German 
leaders also launched a joint 
initiative on EU reform, which 
will irritate the British gov- 
ernment, but falls far short of 
past Franco-German Euro- 
federaJ rhetoric. Among other 
things, Paris .’and Bonn agree 
that majority voting by EU 
governments should be ex- 
tended to new areas - some- 
thing adamantly opposed by 
Britain. 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
wanned up for the 66th Franco- 
German summit meeting with 
an uncompromising speech to 
the Bundestag, urging “sus- 
tained effort" from countries 
wishing to enter European 
monetary union in 1999. For 
France, that means pursuing 
welfare cuts that have brought 
the unions into the streets, 
paralysing the country for the 
14th day in succession. 

To qualify for monetary 
union by the set date, France 
needs to cut its budget deficit 
down to 3 per cent of gross do- 
mestic product, a task which had 

seemed almost impossible even 
before the outbreak of hostili- 


ties between the government 
and the workers. Now the Ger- 
man public, the opposition and 
even senior figures, in the Bonn 
government seem convinced 
that President Chirac win not be 
able to pull it off. 

The French delegation were 
welcomed to Baden-Baden with 
headlines* such as “1999 is dead" 
in the local paper, the Badisches 
Tagblatt. That was the assess- 
ment of Dieter Spori, the 
deputy prime minister of the re- 
gion of Baden Wurttemberg. 

MrSp Sri and leading oppo- 
sition figures in Bonn are call- 
ing for a postponement of the 
abolition of the Deutschmark 
until at least 2003, by which time 
they estimate that other coun- 
tries in Europe should be able 
to put their budgets in order. But 
Mr Kohl sticks doggedly to the 
date in the belief that a delay 
could scupper the project and 
deal a fatal blow to the process 
of European integration. 

The difficulties facing mone- 
tary union leapt to the top of yes- 
terday s agenda, turning a joint 
Franco-German initiative on 
the future of Europe into some- 
thing of a side-show. 

Chancellor Kohl and Presi- 
dent Chirac agreed the text of 
a joint letter pushing Franco- 
German ideas for the negotia- 
tions on the reform of EU in- 
stitutions (Maastricht II) due to 
start next year. Although much 
in the letter will initate London, 
it foil considerably short of the 
land of federalist ideas which 
Paris, and especially Bonn, had 
been expected to brmg to the re- 
form process. 

The letter, containing four 
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Cheers: Helmut Kohl (left) and Jacques Chirac toasting the 66th Franco-German summit yesterday 


Photograph: Wolfgang Rattay/Reuter 


main points, is addressed to the 
Spanish Prime Minister, Felipe 
Gonzalez, who chairs the EU 
summit in Madrid next month. 

The French and German 
leaders suggest: 

• Efforts to bring both the Eu- 
ropean parliament and nation- 


al parliaments more fully into 
the process of “European inte- 
gration.’' This vague formula- 
tion falls short of previous 
German calls for greater 
powers for the European 
Parliament - 

• That the common European 


security and foreign policy 
should be reinforced by estab- 
lishing from 199S clearer links 
between theEU and the West- 
ern European Union, effectively 
die European arm of Nalu-This 
goes directly against UK policy, 
as articulated by Michael Por- 


tillo, the Secretary of State for 
Defence. 

• Greater efforts to combat 
crime, drugs, terrorism and il- 
legal immigration at European 
kvcL Although far from specific, 
the letter implies a weakening 
of the French resistance to the 


creation of, m effect a European 
FBL 

• The extension of majority vot- 
ing in the European Council of 
Ministers into new, unspecified 
areas. This is opposed by 
Britain. 

News Analysis, page 21 


Juppe appoints mediator to placate striking railmen 


MARY DEJEVSKY 

Paris 

The French Prime Minister, 
Alain Juppe, yesterday an- 
nounced the appointment of a 
mediator for the national rail- 
way company, SNCF, in the 
hope of placating radwaymen 
worried about a restructuring 
plan and ending the two-week 
strike that has paralysed rail 
transport in France. 

The appointment of Jean 
Matieoli, a lawyer who chair s 
the Economic and Social Coun- 
cil, a consultative body, ap- 
peared to be the latest attempt 
by the government to meet 
what it sees as peripheral con- 
cerns among different groups of 


strikers, while keeping its con- 
tested welfare reforms intact. 

The radwaymen have been at 
the forefront of national 
protests against welfare reform. 
But their determination has 
been reinforced by objections to 
a new restructuring plan, de- 
signed to reduce SNCFs big op- 
erating losses, tbat could entail 
cuts in jobs, funding and 
services. 

Mr Juppd had been sched- 
uled to accompany President 
Jacques Chirac to the Franco- 
German summit in Baden- 
Baden yesterday, but remained 
in Paris in view of the continu- 
ing social and industrial unrest 
Teachers and junior civil ser- 
vants joined the strikes for the 


first time yesterday, and most 
schools were closed. Domestic 
and foreign flights experienced 
serious disruption as airline 
staff went on strike: workers 
blocked the entrance to the 
main passenger terminal at 
Charles de Gaulle airport, and 
police used tear gas at the oth- 
er main Paris airport, Orly, to 
disperse protesters occupying 
the runways. 

Raflwaymen, for their part, 
blocked the track at the Gaze 
du Nord in Paris for only the 
second time since their strike 
began, reducing tbe number of 
Eurostar train departures to 
London. This action, on the 
same day as the first airline 
strike, seemed designed to cut 


France off completely: the Eu- 
rostar and the Calais-Dover 
shuttle have been the only trains 
working in any part of France 
since the rail strike started. 

The two unions in the van- 
guard of the recent protests - 
the FO and the CGT - had also 
called for another day of na- 
tional protest, the second this 
week, in the hope of pressing 
home the ' huge turnouts 
achieved in Tuesday’s demon- 
strations. The response, how- 
ever, was mixed, with the 
initiative appearing to pass 
from Paris to the provinces. 

Up to 50,000 people marched 
through the streets of Mar- 
seQles and Toulouse, and the po- 
lice -who tend to etr cm the side 


of caution - gave a figure of 
30,000 for Bordeaux, the city 
where Mr Jupp6 is mayor. 
These same cities were also 
without all forms of public 
transport In Paris, however, 
where public transport has been 
non-existent for more than a 
week,the turnout was about half 
that of Tuesday’s more than 
50,000 marchers, even with the 
participation of large numbers 
of schoolchildren. 

Nor has the strike spread into 
tbe private sector, as the unions 
have been hoping. The vast 
majority of those on strike and 
demonstrating yesterday were 
still from the public sector. 

Despite this, the mood cm the 
streets -even in Paris, where the 


lack of public transport has 
created particular problems for 
commuters and businesses - still 
seems tolerant A remarkable 
sense of solidarity prevails, 
which seems only to increase 
from day to day, along with a 
heroic determination among 
those still working Co get there 
at almost any cost to their purse 
and their dignify. The far from 
young can be seen on antique 
rollerskates, and eminently re- 
spectable ladies in their 50s and 
60s hold up placards with names 
of suburbs on them, hitching lifts 
as though they were students. 

In die seemmgly endless traf- 
fic jams, many cars are carrying 
four or five people, there are 
stories of concierges “organis- 


ing'' occupants of their blocks 
into car pools, and of “offidaT 
army and government cars stop- 
ping for hitchhikers, even of tbe 
occasional bus taking a diversion 
to deliver a passenger to his or 
her door. 

For business, though, the 
news isbad *fourists are few and 
far between. Visiting artists 

and m usicians are ranreHjng ap- 

pearances, and cinemas, the- 
atres and restaurants are 
half-empty. Shopping habits 
have also changed. Staples afe 
being bought and stored - just 
jtVHcase..But the 
getting to work and tatijg flgba -~ 
sics are fc&gfaitained 
perate downturn in sales of 
women’s dothes and shoes. 


Michael Jackson 
‘stable’ in hospital 

New York - Michael Jackson 
was in a stable condition in a 
New York hospital yesterday 
after collapsing during a re- 
hearsal for a cable television 
concert. The 37-year-old pop 
singer fainted on Wednesday 'at 
the Beacon Theatre, Manhat- 
tan. He was rushed to the Beth 
Israel North Hospital with 
“dangerously low" bioodpres- 
sure and dehydration, officials 
said. Reuter 

Hope fades for 100 

Moscow - Hope faded yestcr- 
dayfor almost 100 people miss- 
ing after their airliner crashed 
■ in the Russian Far East. "I can- 
not imagine that the passengers 
or crew bad any chance," the 
Moscow-based Russian air traf- 
fic control chief Dmitiy FoJka- 
nov said. “According to our 
information from Khabarovsk, 
1 can confirm that theplane has 
crashed.’" An official at 
Khabarovsk airport seven time 
zones and 9,000km (5,600 
miles) east of Moscow, said res- 
cuers had suspended their 
search for the Tupolev Tli- 154 
as darkness foil. Reuter 

Chun refuses food 

Seoul - Chun Doo Hwan, the 
former president of South Ko- 
rea, went without food for a fifth 
day yesterday, apparently in 
protest at his imprisonment on 
suspicion of mutiny, writes 
Bichard Lloyd Fairy. Apart 
from milk and barley tea, Mr 
Chun has refused all nourish- 
ment since Sunday, when be was 
driven to the Anyang Detention 
Centre in Seoul to be questioned 
about his role in a 1979 military 
coup, and a massacre of pro- 
democracy demonstrators the 

following year. 

Blow for Gingrich 

Wellington -The US House of 
Representatives ethics com- 
mittee approved an outside 
counsel to investigate a college 
course taught by the Speaker, 
Newt Gingnch, and found he vi- 
olated standards of conduct in 
three instances. The vote was 
10-0. The decision erasures a 
protracted investigation ex- 
tending well into the 1996 
election year. AP 

| East Timor protest 

1 Jakarta - More than 100 East 
Timorese stormed tbe Dutch 
and Russian embassies yester- 
day, demanding a petition for 
independence be delivered to a 
UN representative. The 

wprotestgwmark the 20th an- 
niversary of Indonesa’s invasion 
ofthe Portuguese colony. AP 
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Bosnia accord: Focus shifts to London as ministers gather to determine strategy for implementing agreement 

Nations seek to 






Independent readers have con- 
tributed more than £50,000 to 
our appeal to support charities 
working to help child victims of 
the wars in former Yugoslavia. 

Please send your cheques or 
postal orders to us with the com- 
pleted coupon (below). 
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Foreign ministers will mount an 
informal effort to resolve the 
dispute between Serbia and 
Croatia over the region of east- 
ern Slavonia at the Peace Im- 
plementation Conference on 
the former Yugoslavia, opening 
in London today. - - 

The discussions are expected 
to take place In the margins of 
formal sessions on the military 
and civilian efforts to cany out 
the Dayton peace accords, 
which set out the terms for an 
end to the war in Bosnia. 

European ministers are keen 
to use me opportunity also to 
defuse the issue of eastern 
Slavonia, a border area of Croa- 
tia occupied by separatist Serbs. 
Under the Dayton formula the 
region is to be ruled by an In- 
ternational authority for up to 
two years, after which time it will 
revert to Croatian sovereignty. 
But the process could be de- 
layed by the absence of any 


tion could still set off a warbe- 
tween Serbia and Croatia unless 
it is resolved, 1 ' said a. Western 
diplomat, “and it is the kind of 
ade issue that cculd disrupt the 
whole settlement in Bosnia". 

The minister win also be ex- 
pected to ages on anew struc- 
ture of military and civilian 
relations in the international ef- 
fort in Bosnia, hoping to avoid 
the bureaucratic conflicts which 
bedevilled the failed- United 
Nations missi on. 

Although discussions on mil- 
itary arrangements are taking 
place at Nato in Brussels, the 
London conference is certain to 
provide a forum for political 
tensions to surface, particular- 
ly between France and the US. 

The French government, 
whose troops will man the Sara- 
jevo sector, has already ex- 
pressed concern over the 
provision in the Dayton accords 
for the Muslim-led government 
to take over Seri) suburbs of the 


negotiator, Carl Bildt. as the 
first High Representative to 
co-ordinate civilian relief; re- 


construction, the protection of 
human ri gh ts and the holding of 


elections. 

The 53-nation Organisation 
for Security and Co-operation 


in Europe (OSCE) met yester- 
day in Budapest to discuss its 






Order of the boot: A militiaman tramples a US flag during a demonstration yesterday in a Serbian suburb of 
Sarajevo in protest against the peace plan which transfers control to the Muslim-led government Photograph: AP 


and there are also other areas 
of disagreement. 

“The eastern Slavonia ques- 


ries over the fete of two French 
airmen presumed to be in Serb 
bands, the issue could still cause 
sharp disagreement among the 
Wsstern allies. 

The foreign ministers are 
likely to agree on the appoint- 
ment of the European union 


mandate to supervise the prepa- 
ration and conduct of elections 
for the presidency and legisla- 
ture of Bosnia-Hetzegovina. 
The polls arc to be held within 
six to nine months of the formal 
signature of peace agreement in 
Paris on 14 December. 

“We have never taken on 
anything like this before, 1 * said 
a Western delegate. “Success 
would greatly enhance the 
OSCE’s credibility.Bui if vk fail 
it could all be called into ques- 
tion." Another said: "The Clin- 
ton administration has put itself 
on the line with this peace 
plan. They do not want it to be 
an empty piece of paper - par- 
ticularly if US troops arc going 
to be getting involved." 

The OSCE plans to establish 
offices throughout the Muslim- 
Croat and Serb areas of Bosnia. 
A $24 Jm budget has been ear- 
marked, and it will employ 200- 
300 monitoring experts. 



FREE 2 MONTHS 


UN looks on as 
Croats bum 
and loot homes 


LNE RENTAL 


Sarajevo (Reuter) — The Unit- 
ed Nations yesterday defended 
its failure to intervene in parts 
of Bosnia where Croat forces 
arc systematically bunting and 
looting towns, and said it did not 
think Nato troops, m similar cir- 
cumstances, would get involved. 

British forces currently de- 
ployed in these areas as UN 
peace-keepers wffl-femafe oh 
the ground for Nato wfceq it 


Bosnian Serb leaders, some 
of them indicted war criminals- 
supposed to haw stepped down 
under the Dayton, deal are re- 
jecting the agreement is it call* 
for them to hand Sarajevo’* 
northern and westenrsuburt* 
to government control 


deploys later this mbHth.«v 
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n you look atQurmatyrfatq, 
our interpretation is We were 
not sent here to stop dvil 
populations burning down their 
own houses," said Lieutenant- 
Colonel Chris Vernon, the UN 
spokesman. . 

. About 60,000 Nato combat 
troops are scheduled to be 
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deployed in Bosnia to imple- 
ment a peace p lan initialled in 
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ment a peace p lan initialled in 
Dayton, Ohio, last month and 
due to be signed in Paris next 
Thursday. Nato will bring big- 
ger guns, better armour and 
artillery and more robust rules 
of engagement, mostly for de- 
fensive purposes. 

With the UN packing up and 
Nato just arriving, B osnia has 
i been left to its own devices - 
with predictable consequences. 
The Croats have burned down 
40 per cent of Mrkonjic Grad 
andSipovo, towns scheduled to 
revert to Serb control after the 
peace plan is signed. The arson 
and looting is being carried 
out by uniformed soldiers, 
much of it under the under the 
eyes of British troops whom the 
UN has ordered to observe but 
not to interfere: 


. Gorazde, in defiance of i 
.pledge made in October in cj* 

: change for a halt to Nato ar 
.arikes.And Serbs are jeon tir- 
Sing to drive Muslims fron 
then homes - 60 famSes ths 
week alone in the Barfc Lufa 
region -despite the faetthat tie 
Dayton accord "guarantees 1 
die rights of minorities to star 
in their property. 

“Nato will be in an invidioe 
position no matter what t 
does," said a reh'ef worker, “f 
ft lets tbe locals take things inh 
their own hands, hardlire 
Croats and Serbs will scuttle tb 
Dayton agreement. If Nab 
tries to become an occupying 
force, which may be what is ne- 
essary to make the deal won, 
it could will get sucked into tie 
quagmire it vowed to avoid.* 

■ Washington (AP) — Neaiy 
half the House of Represenfe- 
tives signed a letter to Presidait 
Bill Qznton opposing- the ca 
ployment of US troops til 
Bosnia, even as he formally ro 
tified Congress yesterday that 
the first Americans bad landed. 
In their one-sentence letter. 
184 members- 171 Republicans 
and 13 Democrats - wrote: 
“We urge you not to send 
ground troops to Bosnia." j 



• ?'■ *'* ' T 1> i' •• ft tilF ; » 




insurance 

renewal- 


~-~r- i 



due? 


• 22 hours standby 
Hme. 

• 15 number memory 

• Call restrict to limit 
your outgoing calls 
to certain numbers. 


Ss ;i 'V UP TO 

£20 

V; ^ ■'r , OF FREE 

1 CALLS- 




£12** 


s 




£11.9* 

£7.9f 


Here's 

£ioo 

that 
says 
we 
can 
beat it 
today* 


























:i • 

t 'A'" 


W- . *■ ■ 


- -rr-TT" 



















■ Friday 8 decembes. 


-t. 


international i__i 

Russian elections: Hit hard by privatisation, the professional classes are wooed by a whizz-kid economist and a former PM ll 

Reformers face 


legacy of hate 


Moscow 

Had Mikhail Gorbachev al- 
lowed the w hizz -kid economist 
Grigory Yavlinsky to tjy out his 
ambitious plan to privatise the 
Soviet economy in 500 days, Mr 
Yavlinsky would hardly be the 
popular politician he is today. 
But the father of/M7csznxfca de- 
layed introducing economic re- 
form, passing the buck to Boris 
Yeltsin and his chosen young 
economist, Yegor Gaidar. 

Mr Gaidar and his team 
plunged in - dubbed the “boys 
in pink pants" because, in their 
30s, they were young to be in 
government - and took the 
colossal risk of freeing prices 
after decades of state control. 
That was back in January 1992, 
at the start of Russia's trans- 
formation to capitalism. 

Naturally Mr Gaidar made 
mistakes, and got his bands 
dirty. Now he is a hate figure for 
many Russians, and his party, 
Russia’s Democratic Choice- 
United Democrats (RDC-UD), 
will be lucky if it gains enough 
votes in parliamentary elec- 
tions on Sunday week to pass 
the 5-per-cent threshold to 
enter the assembly. 


During the painful reforms, 
Mr Yavlinsky sat on the side- 
lines, criticising and keeping an 
unsullied reputation. Now he is 
seen as one of the few politicians 
worth a vote by those electors 
who want to prevent a Com- 
munist landslide or the rise of 
ugly nationalists. His Yabloko 
party appears consistently in 
second place behind the Com- 
munist front-runner in the opin- 


ion polls. If it does indeed do 
well, Mr Yavlinsky, 43, will use 
his success at parliamentary 
level to propel himself into the 
race for president next June. 

The parliamentary-election 
shock of two years ago was the 
victory of the extreme nation- 
alist, Vla dimir Zhirinovsky, and 
his misleadingly-named Liber- 
al Democratic Party of Russia 
(LDPR). Liberals in the 
Western sense of the word, in- 
cluding Mr Gaidar and Mr 
Yavlinsky, wrung their bauds 
and vowed to unite against the 
threat of fascism. 

But the two politicians, who 
are really very close in their 
world outlook, differing only on 
economic technicalities, have 
failed again to pool their efforts. 
There was talk of them enter- 
ing an alliance earlier this year, 


but a 

dentiy wrecked the plan. Of 
course, Mr Gaidar needed Mr 
Yavlinsky more than Mr Yavlin- 
sky needed Mr Gaidar. 

It was not always so. In 1992, 
Mr Gaidar was Prime Minister 
while Mr Yavlinsky was out in 
the provinces, advising on local 
privatisation schemes. Under 
Mr Gaidar prices rocketed, but 
a market did begin to develop, 
and the shops, which had been 
catastrophically empty in the 
winter of 1991-92, tilled 
with goods. 

The Soviet-era Russian par 
Hament bowled in protest at the 
soda! cost of the changes, and 
in December 1992 President 
Yeltsin was forced to drop his 
protggfi and replace him with 
Viktor Chernomyrdin, the pre- 
sent Prime Minister. Mr Cher- 
nomyrdin, as leader of the “Our 
Home is Russia” movement, is 
now trying to persuade voters 
to persevere with reforms in 
order to reap the benefits. 

But Mr Gaidar has with- 
drawn his support from the 
government, because of last 
December's military interven- 
tion in Chechnya. He now 
works closely with the respect- 
ed human rights campai gne r. 




hg 






Separate ways: The ex-Prlme Minister Yegor Gaidar (left) and Grigory Yavlinsky differ only on economic technicalities as they wn f° r parilafft 


Sergei Kovalyov, and if his par- 
ty, with the uninspiring slogan 
“Be rational, say da to Gaidar", 
wins any votes, it is likely to be 
because of his strong stance over 
Chechnya. 

Mr Yavlinsky, more charis- 
matic than the pudgy-faced Mr 
Gaidar, also opposes the war in 
Chechnya, but his main argu- 


ment with the government is 
over economic poOcy. Mr Cher- 
nomyrdin has paid special at- 
tention to the energy sector, but 
Mr Yavlinsky believes the em- 
phasis should be on small busi- 
nesses, so that Russia develops 
a healthy middle Class- 
While other parties are 
spending lavishly on television 


advertising campaigns, Yabloko 
found some free publicity m the 
autumn when election bureau- 
crats disqualified it on a tech- 
nicality. The Supreme Court 
re-instated Yabloko, bnt not be- 
fore Mr Yavlinsky had achieved 
martyr status. 

The intelligentsia is the “con- 
stituency” being wooed by 


Yabloko, which means apple in 
Russian and also combines let- 
ters from the surnames of the 
founding members, Mr Yavlin- 
sky, Yon Boldyrev, a corruption 
fighter, and Vladimir Lukin, a 
former ambassador to the US. 

Yabloko does indeed seem to 
attract professionals, such as 
teachers, doctors, scientists and 



Vote Apple to keo 
Communists at by 


Moscow - In the new capital- 
ist Russia, where the ability to 
make fast money counts more 


Irina Glushenkova, a concert pi- 
anist, has found herself impov- 
erished, writes Helen Wwxack. 

Yet Ms Glushenkova is not 
nostalgic for Communism, 
which would have guaranteed 
her a living. On the contrary, she 
is considering how best to use 
her vote to make sure die Com- 
munists, favourites in the com- 
ing parliamentary elections, do 
not return to power. 

Ms Glushenkova is a gradu- 
ate of the once-prestagious 
Moscow Conservatory. The 
state gave her a free education 
at the highest lewd and, had the 
Soviet system of subsidising the 
arts continued, she could have 
expected a career as a per- 
former. Instead, she went out 
into a world that does not val- 
ue her skills. The bankrupt state 
can m longer support her, while 
wing* Russian b omesanen haw 
yet to mature to the point where 
they sponsor culture. 

The 32-year-old pianist sur- 
vives by teaching easy tunes to 
infants in a private school pa- 
tronised by rich Russians. For 
this, she earns the equivalent of 
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artists, who have sufferepm 

the loss of state subadiwt 
who resist nostalgia form- 
munism or the crude soDos 
of the nationalists. 

They have been hurt re- 
form, but have not comely 
lost hope in its efficacy.ybe 
Mr Yavlinsky’s untriedmd 
will turn out to be lessor.. 


£96 a month, which doetgo 
far now that many goore at 
Western prices. 

Ms Glushenkova linritii 
her anther and granthrex in 
acrampedflatma w oridass 
suburb erf Moscow. The? bit- 
ter about this, because e the 
family had a spacious oden 
house which the Co musts 
confiscated. 

This is one reason / Ms 
Glushenkova will a vote 
Communist Another 1st, de- 
spite having gained le in 
material terms from rch, she 
has benefited from theater 
freedom in Russia. “J not 
want to go back! to ttiiari- 

anism,” she says, so shel vote 
strategically in an atlpt to 
block the Communists well 
as Russian nationalist 

Ms Glushenkova is ifesed 
by .the' plethora of pcs of- 
fering themselves, bu mov- 
ing towards a detisii Free 
marketeers who haveready 
been in government reject- 
ed, because of the p they 
have caused But thes an- 
other reformer who tens un- 
tried, and Ms Glushenra will 
probably give a chana Grig- 
ory Yavlinsky and hisbloko 
(Apple) grouping. 
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Panchen Lama: Chinese tamper with mystic tradition to weaken exiled leader 
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over elections 
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1L DAVISON 

t-au-Prince 

ien the Haitian Presiden . 
rtranid Aristide, an- 
I the other day that he 
ling married, he left 
amewhat up in the air. 
rat say when, nor even 
. And ha one was quite 
ther he is still official 
uwiic priest and therefore 
eligible celibate, 
e media quickly ascer- 
i that his fiancee was Mil- 
TrouilioL a 33-year-old 
kidan -American lawyer who 
jd worked for him during 
■ee years of exile in the US. 
for his clerical status, he is 
own io have asked the Vfcti- 
i n to release hhn from his vows 
ler the Salesian order ex- 
jfjted him for political ac- 
fism. But, as far as is known, 
e has not received an answer, 
i The ambiguity of his en- 
igement announcement was 
pi cal of the 42-year-ol d form er 
I [dical priest who swept to 
ower in 1990, was forced into 
r^e by a military coup a year 
ler and was reinstated last Oc- 
*ber courtesy of a peaceful US 
ulitaiy intervention, 
j Other ambiguities in his. re- 
?nt public comments have 
, lised questions as to whether 
residential elections will take 
jlace on Sunday week as sched- 
uled. and whether he will band 
ver power 3 s promised on 7 
! February next year. Under the 
institution, he cannot run for . 
, ' consecutive term and is not a 
iandidate on 17 December. 

, 4ut he has kept both Haiti and 
he Clinton administration 
tuessing. 

' He has not publidy endorsed 
lis Laval as ( Avalanche) party’s 
didate, Rene PrevaJ, and 
iigns of an election campaign 
ire minimal in Port-au-Prince. 
Many of Mr Aristide's snp- 
rters are clamouring for him 
o complete the three years of 
term he missed while eriled 
■tecause of the 1991 coup. “We 
van l Aristide, for ever.’’ say : . 
ti in Port-au-Prince. For 
esideAt Bill Clintoo, how- 
r. what has been billed as his 


greatest foreign policy suc- 
cess" - the 1994 intervention 
which overthrew the Haitian 


- - unices on mi 

Aristide handing over power. 
That was what “Operation Up- 
hold Democracy” was all about 
With US forces headed for 
Bosnia and an election year 
looming, Mr Clinton is particu- 
larly keen on rounding off his 



Betrothed: Jean-Bertrand 
Aristide (above) and his 
fiancee, Mildred Ttoufllot 



Haitian success, and getting the 
remaining US troops home from 
the ootmtty soon. Any disruption 
in the Haitian election process 
could spark street violence and 
suck in the US troops, which 
would raise questions over their 
deployment m Bosnia. 

Mr Aristide said this week 
that the elections would go 
ahead and he would stand 
down. But at the same time be 
criticised Washington for not 
disarming military-backed 
armed groups who oppose him, 
for delaying a vital aid package 
and for withholding documents 
captured from the Haitian mil- 
itary, and para-military gunmen 


last year. Diplomats believe he 
is using his overwhelming pop- 
ular support and the veiled 


tnreat oi cancelling the elections 
as bargaining chips to get what 
he wants from the US. 

“They prefer to retain the 
{aid] money. We would like the 
international community to 
keep its word," he said. “We 
want to protect democracy by 
disarming the assassins. 1 have 
spent the past year feeding my 
people with words, keeping the 
people at peace. Now they are 
withholding the aid and as a re- 
sult economic refugees are leav- 
ing the country.” He was 
referring to a surge in the num- 
ber of Haitian “boat people” 
headed for Florida. His do- 
mestic critics believe Mr Aris- 
tide himself has “turned on the 
tap of boat people" as another 
bargaining chip to free US aid. 

Millions of dollars of Amer- 
ican and other international 
aid has been delayed because 
Mr Aristide has been slow to im- 
plement a privatisation pro- 
gramme he promised in return 
for the US intervention. The 
documents to which he referred 
were taken by US troops from 
Haitian military headquarters 
and the offices of the Fraph, the 
Front for the Advancement 
and Progress of Haiti, a para- 
military group which worked 
closely with the coup leaders 
and terrorised the population 
before the US intervention. 

Mr Aristide believes the doc- 
uments may reveal CIA activi- 
ties against him before and 
during his term, and perhaps 
even m the 1991 coup. 

The former Fraph leader 
Emmanuel “Tbto" Constant, 
in jail in the US awaiting de- 
portation to Haiti, said this 
week that be bad been paid 
S700 (£450) a month by the CIA 
- a fortune in Haiti - for sev- 
eral years and that the agency 
had been grooming him ‘'maybe 
to be a successor” to Mr Aris- 
tide. The CIA, he alleged, “had 
its own agenda" in Haiti, trying 
to undermine Mr Aristide even 
as Mr Clinton’s White House 
was supporting him and trying 
to restore him to power. 
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Children's dirama: Peking is enthroning its own Panchen Lama (left), while -holding exiled Tibetan leadership's choice (right) under arrest 

Tibet in turmoil over ruin of ancient rituals 


TIM MCGIRK 

New Delhi ! 

Tibet is in turr noil over tbc fate 
of two six-year -old boys. One of 
them, Gvaltse n Norb’u. is to be 
enthroned lod ay by Chinese au- 
thorities as the : reincarnation of 
the spiritual leader, the 
Panchen Lam il 

For that, ihL* boy can expect 
a lifetime of il 1-will focused on 
him by millions of Tibetans 
who see him as a Chinese 
stooge, chose 1 i not because he 
radiates enligl itenmenl but be- 
cause his fath er, a security of- 
ficer in Naghcij prefecture, was 
an obedient ( iommunist. 

The othei boy, Gedhun 
Choekyi Nyin a -whom Tibet's 
exiled god-h ing, the Dalai 
Lama, has declared to be the 
true reincarn ation - may be 
doomed by ll e Chinese to an 
early death or ^ mprisonraent, ac- 
cording to Tib* San exiles. “Even 
the boy’s exist ence is a danger 
for the Chintjse," said one ex- 
ile in India. - 

By tampernigwith the selec- 
tion of the Pabncben Lama, the 


true reincai 
doomed by 


Chinese are attempting to 
smash an occult ritual that has 
persisted in Tibet for hundreds 
of years. Tibetan Buddhists be- 
lieve in reincarnation, and that 
certain enlightened lamas can. 
after death, choose to he reborn 
and continue their teachings. 

Since the Ibth century, the 
Dalai Lamas have assisted with 
their supernal ural powers in 
finding the reincarnated 


Peking i 

TIBET 

Dbannnsala-i — CHlNA 

• - . ^ •Lhasa 

Shiga tee - 


. .. . . ✓^mAILANO - 
INDIAN ‘ ‘ 

ocean; ' v *?- 


Panchen Lama, and viee\ersa. 
Tibetans consider the Dalai 
Lama to he an emanation of 
Avalokileshvara. the Buddha of 
Compassion, while the Panchen 
Lama is revered only slightly 
less. The Dalai Lama has tra- 
ditionally been based in Lhasa 
and the Panchen Lama in Shi- 
ga Lse. Tibet's second city, and 
their relationship has ’some- 
times been muddied by politics 
and personal rivalries. After 
1 959, when the Dalai Lama fled 
to Dharamsala in India follow- 
ing a failed uprising while the 
Panchen Lama remained in Ti- 
bet. they could scarcely com- 
municate at all. 

But never, throughout the 
centuries, have the Chinese 
emperors been called in to 
meddle with the arcane search 
for a Panchen Lama. The last 
Panchen Lama, the ninth in his 
line, was a chubby and jolly- 
looking 5i l-year-old who died in 
1989 after having spent 10 years 
under house arrest for criticis- 
ing Chinese rule in Tibet. 

Tibetans in Dharamsala 
claim that the Dalai Lama, 


who is in his 60s. had wanted the 
true Panchen Lama to begin his 
religious instruction as swiftly as 
possible, so that when he dies 
the Panchen Lama can lead the 
Tibetan people until the next 
Dalai Lama is reborn. 

When the Dalai Lama an- 
nouneed he had located the re- 
birth of the Panchen Lama last 
spring after mystical divination 
and consulting oracles, the child 




Dalai Lama: Power 
struggle with Chinese 


and his nomad parents were 
seized hy the Chinese off the 
high Tibetan plateau and have 
not been seen since. The Dalai 
L:ima recently said: "At this mo- 
ment the safely ol Gedhun 
Choekyi Nyima and his proper 
religious training is of particu- 
lar concern to me. He has not 
been seen in public for some 
months and is reported to be de- 
tained somewhere in Peking.” 
By installing their choice on 
the Panchen Lama’s throne in 
Ikshilhumpo monastery in Shi- 
ga tsc, the Chinese are trying to 
strengthen their hold on Tibet. 
Haring failed to destroy Bud- 
dhism. even though the Red 
Guards demolished thousands 
of monasteries during the Cul- 
tural Revolution, the Chinese 
are now trying to use the 
Panchen Lama to undermine 
the tremendous influence the 
Dalai Lama has on religious and 
independence-minded Ti- 
betans. This lactic, according to 
Tibetan experts, is likely to fail: 
few TI be Lars are trilling to let 
the Chinese dicta le in matters 
of Buddhist faith and tradition. 
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argument 


No significant 
risk from beef 


As the debate about BSE continues, we print 
the second of two contributions from eminent 
scientists. Robert Will argues that the chance 
of disease crossing to humans is minimal 


P rofessor Blakemore’s article 
in yesterday’s Independent 
provided a concise discussion of 
the evidence relating to the 
possibility that bovine spongi- 
form encephalopathy (BSE) 
might cause a spongiform 
encephalopathy in the human 
population. Although most sci- 
entists would agree that there is 
a remote theoretical risk from 
BSE, no link between BSE and 
Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease 
(CJD) has yet been demon- 
strated and the emphasis in 


Professor Blakemore’s conclu- 
sions on a risk in relation to beef 
is, in my view, misleading and 
almost certainly wrong. 

Transmission by the oral 
route in these diseases is 
extremely inefficient, requir- 
ing exposure to large doses of 
infectivity. In kuru, the brain 
disease found among New 
Guinea people and referred to 
by Professor Blakemore, 
women and children were pre- 
dominantly affected because 
they were exposed to tissues. 


including brain, containing high 
levels of infectivity, in the 
course of ritual cannibalism. 

Furthermore, the transmis- 
sion of kuru may have been due 
to infection through abrasions 
in the skin rather than through 
oral consumption of human 
tissues. There is no good evi- 
dence of detectable infectivity 
in muscle in any prion disease, 
including BSE; and the BSE 
agent, like scrapie, may well not 
be a risk to the human popula- 
tion at alL 



Contaminated cattle feed is the most likely 


for the continuing occurrence of BSE in farm animats 


The trans miss ion of BSE to 
a number of spedes, including 
domestic cats and captive zoo 
animals, was almost certainly 
due to the dietary exposure of 


these spedes to fojodsmSs con- gest that beef products were the 
taming brain and; spinal cord likely cause of cross-species 
from cattle, tissues that have transmission of BSE, as oetect- 
high levels of mfec tivity. Profes- able infectivity has been found 
sor Blakemore is\ nong to sag- only in brain and spinal cord 
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in natural cases, of BSE. 

The cruaal issue is the level 
of exposure to infection and 
this may be the reason why BSE 
has transmitted to other species 
rather than implying a more 
potent infectious agent It is of 
note that there are many zoo 
species which must have been 
eaposed to BSE through food- 
stuffs but have not developed a 
spongiform encephalopathy. 

From the perspective* of 
human health, it is dearly 
essential that people are not 
exposed to levels of infection 
that might cause disease, if the 
BSE agent were a risk to man. 

The specified bovine offals 
(SBG) ban introduced in 1989 
has ensured that brain and 
spinal cord, together with other 
tissues that might theoretically 
contain significant infectivity, 
are excluded from the human 
food chain. It is dearly essent- 
ial that the SBO ban is applied 
rigorously and that any possibfl- 
hy of failure of the SBO ban is 
promptly and appropriately 
dealt with.’ 

The possibility of vertical 
transmission of prion disease is 
“frightening", as Professor 
Blakemore suggests, not least 
to those individuals at greater 

Even if the BSE 
agent were a risk 
to man, oral 
transmission 
would require 
very high levels 
erf infectivity. 


ients of human pituitary-de- 
rived hormones. However, 
there is no good evidence of 
maternal transmission of CJD, 
or kuru, nor indeed of any 
other prion disease. The long- 
held view that scrapie was 
transmitted maternally has 
recently been vigorously chal- 

dence sug^^^a^^^tical 
transmission of BSE occurs at 
all, tins must be at a very low 
rate. 

It is likely that the occur- 
rence of BSE in animals “bom 
after the ban" is related to 
continued exposure to contam- 
inated cattle feed rather than to 
matemat transmission. • 

As Professor Blakemore . 
points out, the incubation 
period m CJD is not known. 
However, in kuru, the mini-, 
mum incubation period was 
four years and the maximum 
more than 30 years; in the 
tragic cases of accidental trans- 
missio n of CJD through con- 
taminatedpituitary hormones, 
the mean incubation period is 
approximately 13 years. 

In all< prion diseases, the 
route of exposure influences 
the incubation period; as pituit- 
ary hormones were given by 
injection, h is reasonable to 
presume that less efficient oral 


period. One implication is that lessor Blake mo re’s article, but 
if a link between BSE and CJD Ida not believe it is reasonable 
were established, this would to conclude that there is signif- 
reflect exposures that took icant risk from eating beef; I 
place perhaps 10-15 years ago, have therefore not altered my 
ie. before the SBO ban and per- consumption of beef or beef 
haps before BSE was even products, and neither have any 
identified. of my colleagues at the CJD 

The rec ent upsurge in inter- Surveillance UniL 
est in CJD has been prompted 

by a number .of factors? an The writer is head of the CJD 
increase in the total number of Surveillance Unit at Edin- 
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. fanners with potential occuj 
1 tional exposure to BSE, and I 
I identification of two cases 
: CJD in teenagers. The incj 
i enccofCJD remains similar: 
other countries in Europe ai 
? also elsewhere, indicating th 
i there is no relative increase 
i the incidence of CJD in the U 
- that can be attributed to BS) 
i The likely reason for ti 
increase in numbers of cases 
' tist there has been an improw 
1 meat in identification of cast 
; of CJD both in the UK an 
i elsewhere. 

The occurrence of CJD L 
four farmers is less easv ti 
: explain and is undens tan dahi 
' causing concern. However, ni 
means by which BSE could bt 
transmitted through fanning 
has been established and the 
incidence of CJD in fanners in 
Europe is similar to the UK, 
Again, there appears to be no 
increased relative risk in the 
UK to farmers that can be 
related to BSE. 

. The oanirrcnec of CJD in 
teenagers is tragic, but cases of 
CJD m teenagers have been 
described previously in other 
countries where there cannot i 
be a link with BSE. There is 
also the possibility that cases of 
CJD in younger patients may 
previously have been missed ; 
because of misdiagnosis. In ' 
Poland, three young patients 
with CTD were thought to be | 
suffering from the rare 
measles-related disease SSPE* 
which shares many of the clin- 
ical features of CJD. ■ 

In my opinion, there is a risk 
of over-interpreting small 
.numbers of cases, and statisti- 
cal analysis maybe unreliable. 

In the United States in the 
Eighties, two primary school 
teachers developed CJD 
within a few months, having 
taught in the same school, and 
“clusters" of cases of CJD 
have been described in a num- 
ber of countries over the past 
20 years. 

There are limitations to the 
epidemiological study of a rare 
disease as it may be impossible 
to assess the significance of 
minor changes, although con- 
tinued surveillance of CJD will 
allow any major change to be 
identified, particularly if com- 
parisons with other countries 
without BSE continue. 

_ It is also important to con- 
sider whether any other mech- 
anism may allow the source of 
infection in individual cases of 
CJD to be identified. Transmis- 
sion-studies in mice may pro- 
vide further evidence on agent 
source in specific cases; such 
studies are already under way. 

No link between BSE and 
CJD has been established, but 
the possibility of such a link 
cannot be excluded for many 
years because of the long incu- 
bation period in these dis- 
eases. In my view, the possi- 
bility of such a link re mains 
theoretical, but even if the 
BSE agent were a rids: to man, 
oral transmission would 
require exposure to high levels 
of infectivity, as in kuru. 

This is why the SBO ban is so 
important and why I believe the 
risk from eating beef is negli- 
gible. I agree with much of Pro- 
fessor Blakemore’s article, but 
1 da not believe it is reasonable 
to conclude that there is signif- 
icant risk from eating beef; I 
have therefore not altered my 
consumption of beef or beef 
products, and neither have any 
-of my colleagues at the CJD 
Surveillance UniL 
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aad Uie world at large he was 
kntjwn as^ Scotty. He was the 
outstanding American ioumal- 
ist of the postwar penod-For 
■ nearly naif a century as a- re-' 
porter and col umnis t forthe 
New York lmtes he . achieved 
™re major scc^-inieraewed. 
n>ore world leaders and won 
more respect from his fellow 
journalists thananyone elsein 
the news business. Because of 
his personal integrity he was 
• trusted bythosewho provided 

the news as weD as by those who 

read h. 7 

As hi& . nickname implied, 
Restonwas bom in Scotland. 
His father, a small, kindly man 
with strong Calvinist beliefc, left 
Clydebank for Dayton, Ohioan 
1911, when his son was only two. 
But domestic' and financial 
problems overwhelmed the 
family and they returned to 
Scotland. In 1920, a leantnne 
on Clydeside, Reston senior 
went to Ohio ag»"i eventually 
found work^ and sent for his 
family to join him. 

Within a few days of his sec- 
ond arrival in America young 
Reston, then aged 10 , landed his 
first paying job as a caddieatthe 
local golf chib. A regular play- ' 
er there was the Governor , of 
Ohio, James Cox, who had just 
been defeated by Warren Hard- 
ing in his bid for the American " 
presidency. Governor Cox en- 
couraged young Restonto Team 
the game himself. He gave him 
a couple of dubs andpaid for 
some professional lessons. The 
boy spent all -his free time-on 
the course and won several 
junior championships. 

His slrill at golf helped him 
finance his way throodi the Uni- 
versity of Illinois School of 
.Journalism, where he got 'a- 
jx« m the infivergty sports pub- 
licity office and became the cap- 
tain of the university golf team. 
It was at the School of Jour- 
nalism that he met Sally, the in- 
telligent dark-haired, vivacious 
daughter of Judge William Ful- 
ton. Until then Scotty Heston, 
bad been a superb athlete but 
an indifferent studenL He 
raised himself to her standards ’ 
and began to do weD academ- 
ically. His autobiography Dead- 
line, published in 1991, is the 
story of the two loves of his fife; 
his adopted country, and Sally 
Fulton, whom he married on 
Christmas Eve 1935. : 

Governor Cox did Reston a' 
further good ram . 1 He helped' 
him proqsre a job’as a sports- 
writer on one ottfte Cox news- 
papers in Ohio. This in torn led 
tohisbecominglhepuUicxtydi- 


re^for of a baseball, team, the 
. Cincinnati Reds, and later a 
spor\s reporter for the Associ- 
ated Press in Nto Ycnt In 1937 
agency transferred 
- him to Iujodoa, essentially to 
..cover WhnbIedon, the Grand 
■National, championship prize 
fights and international golf 
■ matches, rather than the loom- 
■ nog threat of war. He and Sal- 
ty enjoyed getting to know 
. E ng lan d, The doctor who de- 
-. bveied then driest son Dick was 
a courteous young man 
John’Peel, later the famous Sir 
Jolm Bed who attended the 
Queen , when each of her four 
children were born^ ■ 

- Op 1 September 1939, the 
: daythat Hitler attacked Poland, 
Reston transferred to the Lon- 
don bureau of the New York. 
-Junes. HereportedLondon at 
^warin its early stages, but to- 
warfs tbeend of the Blitz he de- 
veloped uhdulast fever and 
was shipped back to America. 
He was attached to the Wash- 
ington bureau of the New York 
Times. It was his fiist experience 
of foe rity he was later.- to. 
dominate so decisively. 

Whife working as a reporter 
Reston wrote a book. Prelude to 
Victory , which challenged the 
widespread mood of isolation- 
ism common in the American 
Congress in 1941. Shortly after 
the attack on Pearl Harbor the 
• Office of ^&r Information, the 
.US propaganda agency, asked 
the Nbtv Ybrk Times to release 
Reston to work hr London. 
While he was there the new 
publisher of the Times, Arthur ' 
Haps Sulzberger, called on the 
American ambassador, John 
. Wmant Whwint summoned Re- 
ston to. help answer a questfera, 
mentioning to Sulzberger that 
Restonwas cm temporary leave 
from the New York Times,- and 
jokingly adding that without 
ins support the entire Allied war 
effort would collapse. The pub- 
lisher thereupon invited Reston 
to come for a private talk and 
shortly made him his personal 
assistant. As Reston said, 
London was Ins lucky town. 

After a writ with Sulzberger 
to Moscow, and a formative 
spell at the head office in New 
York, Reston reverted to Wash- 


er Dumbarton Oaks. He had 
the good fortune to meet there 
a Chinese friend, Chen Yi, who 
had been apprenticed to the 

. New Vbrkluncs before the war- 
Chen Yi was attending as a 
junior member of the Chinese 
(Nationalist) delegation. Reston 

. discovered that Chen Yi had the 
complete texts of the proposals 
being discussed by the US, 
British, Soviet and Chinese del- 
egations. He congratulated his 
old friend on his successful ca- 
reer and persuaded him that it 
would be a pity not to foare 
these wonderful proposals with 
the peoples who had suffered so 
much during the war. Reston 

. added that the New York Times, 

as the only American paper of 
record, would devote the space 
necessary for their complete and 
careful publication. 

Without delay Chen Yi 


embassies. President ] 
after his fourth-term victory in 
1944 and with the war reaching 
its’dimax, called an interna- 
tional conference af Dumbar- 
ton Oaks, a fine manrioainthe . 
Georgetown area of WBhing- 
ton, to discuss the terms- of 
peace and the organisation of 
the post-war World. ' 

Reston was assigned to cov- 


Reston the whole collection 
of documents in English. He 
hurried back with them to 
Arthur Krock, the Toner bureau 
dnet and they arranged that the 
paper should publish the US 
text one day, the Soviet the next, 
-and so-on. There was a furious 
nxmptis at Dumbarton Oaks. 
Andrei Gromyko, the Soviet 
delegate, accused the New York 
Times of trying to divide the Al- 
. bes. The US Secretary of Stale, 
Edward Stettinius, charged 
Lord Halifax, the British Am- 
bassador, with committing an 
‘‘outrageous breach of security”, 
but. the conference survived 
and Reston was awarded his 
first Pnlitzer Prize. 

-Afrer steadily enhancing his 
reputation Reston succeeded 
Krock as the Washington bu- 
reau chief in 2953. He then 
Started writing a column of 
opinion and interpretation 
which was nationally syndicat- 
ed in America and frequently 
. reprinted abroad, ft was written 
with, style and insight, and fre- 
quently expressed the con- 
science of the United States, as 
when he said of Richard 
Nixon’s role in the Watergate 
scandal, "There is scarcely a no- 
ble principle in the Constitution 
that he hasn’t defended in the- 
ory or defied in practice.” 
Sometimes there was humour. 
In the cloakroom of his house 
in Washington there used to 
hang the original of a New 
Yorker cartoon with one of 
those massive Helen Hokinson 
matrons sighing, “Ob dear, Mr 
Reston’s being funny again!” 

Reston arranged with his 
employers to forgo the services 
of a secretary in return for be- 
ing allowed to aj^xnnt each year 
a bright young college graduate 
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‘Scotty’ Reston: 48 yeais with the New Ybrk Times 


Photograph: Karan of Ottawa / Camera Press 


to answer the mail, find the 
missing facts and review his 
copy. This system, akin to the 
clerks to Justices of the 
Supreme Court, was recom- 
mended by one of them, his 
friend Felix frankfurter. It en- 
abled Reston to build a re- 
markably talented Washington 
bureau for the New York Times, 
and to start a number of excel- 
lent American journalists on 
their newspaper careers. 

Reston’s second Pulitzer 
Prize came for. his reporting of 
the 1956 presidential election, 
in which Dwight Eisenhower 
beat Adlai Stevenson for Lhe 
second time. Stevenson was 
Reston’s favourite political los- 
er. 1 remember lying on the 
floor next to Reston outside the 
Illinois Caucus room at the be- 
ginning of the Democratic Na- 
tional Convention in Chicago in 
1951 Mfe were fistenmg through 
the gap under the door as 
Stevenson earnestly pleaded 
with ifae Illinois delegates not 
to nominate him. As governor 
of the host state he had just 
made a rousing speech of wel- 
come, which bad put heart into 
the dispirited Democrats, but he 
wanted to remain Governor of 
Illinois. Nobody needed to save 
the United States from Eisen- 


hower. Stevenson argued, and 
couldn’t if the)- tried, after 20 
years of Democratic rule. 

In 1964 Scotty Reston re- 
turned to New York to become 
the associate editor of the pa- 
per. and from 1968 the execu- 
tive editor with principal 
responsibility for directing the 
news of the daily and Sunday 
papers. However after a few 
years he decided he was happier 
writing in Washington than 
editing in New York. He and his 
wife made frequent trips 
abroad, for his reputation guar- 
anteed him ready acceSs and ex- 
clusive interviews with any of the 
world’s leaders. 

After 48 years with the New 
York Times Reston wrote his last 
regular column in August 1967. 
In it he said, 

1 would feel better if marriage were 
more popular, but I doubt if so many 
people were ever so well fed, wefi 
read, or bright-minded and curious 
and critical as ibe rising generation 
is today. My hope for ifiem, a her 
more than 52 years of married life, 
is that they'll finally know what old 
love is. 

Reston had had a singularly 
rewarding family life. Sally was 
a delightful hostess and a most 
supportive wife. She and Scot- 
ty bought the Vineyard Gazette, 
a famous paper on Martha's 


Vineyard, which their eldest 
son, Dick, as editor has made 
into the best weekly in New 
England. Their second, Jim, 
has written highly successful po- 
litical biographies, and might 
have been the first journalist to 
travel in a space mission, but for 
the Challenger disaster in 1986 
which pul a stop to civilian pas- 
sengers. The youngest, Tom. 
now a lawyer, was a Stale De- 
partment spokesman during 
the Carter administration. 

Leonard Mfall 

James Barren Reston, newspa- 
perman and author, bom Clyde- 
bankJ November 1909; reporter, 
Dayton Daily News 1932-33; 
publicity director, Cincinnati 
Baseba ll Club 1934; reporter. 
Associated Press. New York 1934- 
37. London 1937-39; reporter, 
New York Times London bu- 
reau 1939-41, Washington bureau 
1941; staff, .American Embassy. 
London 1942: personal assistant 
to the publisher. New York 
Times 1943-U, Washington bu- 
reau 1944-53, chief Washington 
correspondent 1953-64, associate 
editor. New York 1964-6S. exec- 
utive editor 1968-87; married 
1935 Sally Fulton (three 
sons); died Washington DC 6 
December 7995. 


Ivan Ewart commanded a Mo- 
tor Tbrpedo Boat during the 
Second World War as a Lieu- 
tenant RNVR- On the night of 
17/18 January 1942, Ewart’s 
MTB was one of a patrol of 
three which attacked a German 
coastal convoy off Boulogne. It 
turned out that the convoy was 
strongly protected by escort 
vessels, some towing “gun 
barges”. The patrol came under 
heavy fire and Ewart's boat 
was hit and severely damaged. 
Both engines were put out of ac- 
tion and the steering gear de- 
stroyed, leaving the boat 
helpless in the water. Ewart 
himself was wounded in the 
right arm and lost his left eye. 

The other two MTBs broke 
off the engagement and with- 
drew. Ewart decided that the 
only course of action left was to 
scuttle his boat, which was now 
on fire. 

When daylight came the Ger- 
mans picked up the survivors, 
and the wounded were taken to 
a convent near Boulogne which 
had been turned into a hospi- 
tal When he had sufficiently re- 
covered from his wounds, Ewan 
was sent to the naval prisoner- 
of-war camp known as Marlag 
& MUag Nora, at Westerumke. 

Shortly after bis arrival, 
Ewart was invited to take part 
in the construction of a tunnel, 
which was completed in the au- 
tumn of 1942. After a number 
of officers had successful!)' used 
it 10 escape, a perimeter sentry 
heard suspicious noises and 
raised the alarm. Ewart was 
caught in the tunnel as he was 
preparing to make his cxiL 

He soon made another at- 
tempt. A trailer truck parked in 
the compound overnight was 
due to leave the camp the fol- 
lowing day. Ewart and a broth- 
er officer attempted to conceal 
themselves in a box, shmg be- 
neath the chassis, which housed 
the spare wheels. Unfortunately 
they were caught in the act 

The enterprise had an un- 
usual feature in that both men 
had recently lost an eye. and 
were wearing black patches. If 



Ewart: lost his eye in 1942 


they had managed to flee the 
camp, they planned on being 
taken for victims of an Allied 
bombing raid. 

The German authorities then 
sent Ewan 10 Colditz, where he 

S ent the remainder of the war. 

e was awarded the Distin- 
guished Service Cross in 1945, 
Ivan Ewart was born in 1919 
and brought up in Northern Ire- 
land. He came from a distin- 
guished family which has for 
many generations run a business 
producing Irish linen; he suc- 
ceeded his cousin as sixth 
Baronet in 1959. He had taken 
over the family business when 
he came back from the war, but, 
as a war victim who bad lost an 
eye, he was ever mindful of the 
problems and disadvantages of 
the partially and totally un- 
sighted. Ten or so years after the 
tragic loss of his wife in 1964, 
be went to East Africa to work 
for the Royal Commonwealth 
Society for the Blind, and lat- 
er to the Freda Carr Hospital 
in Ngora, Uganda. This work 
gave him much fulfilment. 

A few weeks ago Ivan Ewart 
travelled to Germany with a 
friend^ to meet Adolf Schmidt, 
a German officerwho had tak- 
en part in the night action 
which had sunk Ewart's MTB. 
Schmidt told Ewart that on 
that dark night in 1942 they had 
opened fire on the British 
MTBs without much hope of 
success; one of the gun-barges 
being towed had fired a heavy- 
calibre shell, and this, by a 
lucky strike, had found its mark 
on Ewart’s MTB. Ewart re- 
garded the German navy as ho- 
nourable adversaries and 
retained no animosity against 
the enemy. He considered them 
to be honourable seamen 
fighting for their own country. 

For him. his meeting with 
Adolf Schmidt was an event for 
which he had waited more than 
50 years. 

B. Rowland 

William Ivan Cecil Ewart, nawl 
officer, businessman, charity 
worker bom 18 July 1919: DSC 
1945; director, William Ewan & 
Son Ltd 1954-73. chairman 
1968-73; succeeded 1959 as sixth 
Be chairman, William Ewart 
Investments Ltd, Belfast 1973-77: 
chairman, Ewart New' Northern 
Ltd, Belfast 1973-77; President, 
Northern Ireland Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry 1974; 
East Africa Resident Represen- 
tathe. Royal Commonwealth 
Society far the Blind 1977-84; 
Administrator. Ngora Freda Carr 
Hospital Uganda 1985-89; mar- 
ried 1948 Pauline Preston (died 
1964; one son, tow daughters); 
died Hillsborough, Co Down 29 
November 1995. 
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Kathleen Harrison 


Harrison: castas cockney domestics PhotDgaph: Hutton Deutsch 


One of the greatest British film 
character actresses of the For- 
ties and Fifties, the homely 
Kathleen Harrison made a ca- 
reer out of playing cockney 
mothers, maids and char- 
women. After fame as the 
deaner Ma Huggett in the se- 
ries of Huggetts film comedies 
and a tong-running radio seri- 
al, she found a new audience on 
television in the Sixties with the 
hugely successful comedy- 
drama .Mrs Thursday. 

She was born in Blackburn, 
Lancashire, in 1892. Her fam- 
ily moved to London when she 

was five and the aspiring actress 

trained at RADA (1914-15), 
where she won the Do Maurr- 
er Bronze Medal. While play- 
ing Elba Doolittle there . in 
Bernard Shaw's Pygmalion, the 
writer attended rehearsals and 
gave her a piece of advice that 
was to become the inspiration 
for many of the roles she would 
later play. “Go out into the Old 


Kent Road and just listen to the 
women talking." he told her. 

However, on graduation, she 
married and went abroad to live 
in Argentina and Madeira for 
eight years. On her return to 
Britain, Harrison made her 
stage dfebut as Mrs Judd in The 
Constant Flirt, at the Pier 
Theatre, Eastbourne, in 1926, 
and appeared in the West End 
for the first time the following 
year as Winnie in The Cage, at 
the Savoy Theatre. Her many 
subsequent West End plays in- 
dudea.4 Damsel In Distress. The 
Merchant and Venus, Lovers’ 
Meeting. Line Engaged, The 
Com is Green , Night Must Fall 
- later repeating her role as the 
housekeeper in the 1937 film 
version - and Sailor Beware!, in 
which she took over the lead 
role of fearsome mother Emma 
Hornett that had made a star of 
Peggy MounL 

Harrison had already made 
her film ttebut with a small role 


in Our Boys, back in 1915, when 
she returned to the screen in the 
1931 picture Hobson !s Choice, 
based on Harold Brighouse’s 
play set in her native Lan- 
cashire. Cast firmly in the 
mould of cockney domestics and 
mothers, she appeared in an- 
other 85 films, including The 
Man from Toronto (1932. as 
Jessie Matthews' maid). The 
Ghoul (1933, with Boris Kar- 
loff), Home from Home (1939, 
as Sandy Powell’s wife). In 
Which We Serve (1942). Oliver 
Twist (1948. as Mrs Sowerby), 
77ie Winslow Boy (1948, re- 
peating her stage role as the ex- 
citable maid), Scrooge (1951, 
with Alastair Sim), The Pickwick 
Papers (1952, as Miss Wax die). 
Lilacs in the Spring (1954, as 
Anna N eagle’s dresser). The Big 
Money (1956, as Ian Car- 
michael's mother), Akve and 
Kicking (1958, with Sybil 
Thorndike and Estelle Win- 
wood as three lively old ladies 


escaping from a home). On the 
Fiddle (1961, as Stanley Hol- 
loway's wife) and West 11 (1963. 
as Alfred Lynch’s mother). 

Harrison first played the 
London East End charwoman 
Ma Huggett in Holiday Camp 
(1947). a film featuring the fic- 
tional Huggett family and cap- 
italising on a post-war leisure 
innovation. The public loved it 
and the actress continued in the 
role, alongside Jack Warner as 
her screen husband and. at var- 
ious times, Jimmy Hanley and 
Petula Clark playing two of 
their children, when Rank tried 
to capitalise on the original's 
' success by making die sequels 
Here Come the Huggeas (1948), 
Vote for Huggett (1949) and The 
Huggetts Abroad (1949). When 
the series received a critical 
mauling. Rank axed ft. but such 
was the Huggetts* popularity 
that they switched to radio in 
Meet the Huggetts, a serial that 
ran from 1953 to 1962. 


As her cinema appearances 
became less frequent, Harrison 
also turned to television, find- 
ing a large following as the star 
of Mrs Thursday, a role creat- 
ed for her by’ Ted Willis in 
1966. Again, the series was 
panned by the critics, but view- 
ers loved it and immediately 
made Mrs Thursday the most 
popular programme on televi- 
sion. even toppling the mighty 
Coronation Street from its No 1 
slot in the ratings- In the pro- 
gramme, also featuring Hugh 
Manning- later to play the Rev 
Donald Hinton in Emmerdale 
Farm - Harrison acted a char- 
woman who inherits £ 10 ra and 
the controlling interest in a 
multinational company. 

Five years laier, she turned 
down the title role in Jeremy 
SandforcTs acclaimed BBC play 
Edna the Inebriate Woman, 
which won Patricia Hayes a 
Best Actress on TV award. 
Harrison's other television ap- 


pearances included Shades of 
Greene, Danger UXB and two 
BBC serialisations of Charles 
Dickens novels. Our Mutual 
Friend and Martin Chuzzicwit 
(Dickens was her favourite au- 
thor). She made her final screen 
appearance in the 1979 Disney 
comedy chase film The London 
Connection in the small role of 
an elderly bystander. 

In 199 a Harrison owned up 
to reaching the grand old age 
of 100 and received her 
telegram from the Queen, after 
a lifetime of making herself out 
to be six years younger. She was 
one of Britain's oldest surviving 
actresses. 

Anthony Hayward 

Kathleen Harrison, actress: bom 
Blackburn, Lancashire 23 Feb- 
ruary 1892; married 1916 John 
Henry Back (died 1960; one 
son, one daughter; and one son 
deceased); died 7 December 
1995. 
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DEATHS 

RENZLAND: Mark. xestaurat«r, on 

Yfednesda? November. 

sjde funeral service on il Deconbcr 
2 pm at the Rldauond/Easi Sheen 
• cemtstm-. Sbteh. Road, Richmond, 
Scncy. (Aoxa 10 the tefl of Cmnt- 
landsj flowed welcome, donations 
id Sen of Bo«eis » a charity ot the 
mourners choke. 
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MARRIAGES * DEATHS (Births, 
AdwtlM»s,hfaniates. P«^l^ 

. Mantel) &mM he sent m wnna* 

1 Canada Square. Canary WtariULos- 

doo E14SDU to 0171 J^ 

Mil fte^wnr answering 
6171-293 2612). or baa 1 to W7W» 
2016, md are c harged a t ffcfl a IU* 
(VAT extra). 

eoadng marriages, Mafriagcs)^Mt be 

charged at £10 a tiae/ VAT ! extra. Iwy 
dimrttw accompanied by a daytime 
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LSV Changing of the Guard / 


Birthdays 

"Sir Ralph Carr-Ellison, Lord- 
Ji ectgaent of^gieand Wear.TOfMj 
JnEan Critcbley MP, 65; Mr Harold 
EHetson ME 35; Professor Sir Roger 
" 'JEftkitt. pfijsidst, 67; Mr Richard 
. Hdscbttr, film director, 79; Mi Ln- 
-.dah fteud, painter, 73; Mr James 
<5atwiy, 1 fi2inist r 56; Sir de Vffliere 
.-■Graafk former leader. Son th African 
l*dffidParty,82; Mis Pauline Green. 
ME£4$Mi lan Greig, Gricfceter r 40; 
Mr Geoff Hm*t, fbotbaJler, 54; Mr 
Stqftca Jefferies, cricketer, 3$ Sir 
. FemrXeva&cfcafonan and chief ai- 
ecotive, Canaiy -Whart 54; Miss 

Jenny tnaJen, actress, §5; Mr .Tiny . 
McDermott, footballer, 44;. Sir 
Jonathan Parker, High Coort judge, 
5% Lord Prys-Davie^'solidwir and 
p oliriaan, 72: Sir Bernard Rir, High 
Gam judge, 53; Mr Rani RnthofdnL 
smger,36; Mr M arimffia n Schcll,ac- 
tor, 65; Dr Sir Alan Stewart; former 
Vice-Chancellor of Massey Unrisr- 
sirv, 78; Mr Michael Unger; Editor,' 
Mancha ter Evening Netis, 52; Mr 
David Vercy, chief executive and 
chairman, Lazard Brothers, 45; Sr" 
William Wood, former Second. 
Crown Estate Connni»bner, 79. . 

Anniversaries s 

girths: Horace (Qmnms Horatius 
ITaccus), poet, to BC; Mary Stuan, 
Queen of Soots, 1542; Eli Whitney, 
inventor of the ^ 

Charles Wentworth Dilke, etfmr 

Ty, author of books. Aris- 

tide MaiDol, sculptor, 1861; Georges 

Mdlife,- cm* 0 *® plonee^lMti 

Georees-LeonJnfi^Mime^ean, 
playwright, 1862; Jean Jukri Chns-. 
tta Sibelius, composer, 1865; James 
Grover Thorber, wit and cartoonist. 


1894. JDealhs: Adriaan WBIaert, com- 
poser and choralist, 1562; Sir John 
Davies, lawyer and poet, 1626; 
Thomas OomeiDe, playwright, 1709; 
Thomas De Qnincey, author, 1859; 
Padraic Gotum, poet, 1881; Herbert 
Spencer, writer and philosopher. 
1903; Gertrude Jekyfl, gardener, 
' 1932; Golds Meir (Goldie Mab- 
oritch), former Israeli prime minis- 
ter, 1978: John Winston Lennon, 
fanner Beatle, shot In New York 
1980. On ffas (fay: Prince Albert Ed- 
ward (later King Edward VII) be- 
came Prince of Wales, 1841; Pope 
Phis IX promulgated the dogma of 
the Immaculate Conception, 1854; 
the first world heavyweight baring 
Championship, between the Eng- 
lishman Tbm King airi the American 
John Heenan, took place, 1863; 
Clifton Suspension Bridge, Bristol, 
was opened 1864; the first traffic 
lights were erected in Westminster, 
London. 1868; the German fleet 
was sunk in the Battle of the Falk- 
land Islands, 1914; at Kiel, Germany 
launched her fast aircraft-carrier, the 
Graf Zeppelin, 1938; Great Britain, 
Australia and the Doffed States de- 
clared war on Japan, 1941; Mr 
Arthur Scaigill was elected president 
of tbe : Natioaal Union of Minewoifc- 
ers, 1981; Ronald Reagan and 
. MikhaH Gorbachev signed an agree- 
ment pK^nww ri mgan g pTiiivi Jwaedm. 

cermediaie-range nuclear missiles, 
1987. Ibd^ is ue Feast Day oTThe 
immaculate Conception, St Eu- 
charins, Si paujms, -St -Romaric 
and Sophronias afCypnzi 

Lectures 

'National Gallery. Cofin Wiggins, 

. “HUman Rights Day Special Lecture: 
r Goya, The. Disasurs ofWtr*, ipm. 


Victoria and Albert Mnseonc Beth 
MdQDop.“Buddbisi Ceramics in Ko- 
rea”, 230pm. 

Tale GaBeot John Murdoch, “Talk- 
ing About Pictures in the Earty 17th 
Century”. Ipm. 

Receptions 

Prime Mialster 

The Prime Minister, Mr John Major 
MP, and Mrs Major were the hosts 
at a reception held yesterday evening 
at 10 Downing Street, London SW1, 

Vizards Solicitors 
The partners of Vizards solicitors 
held their anmial insurance reception 
yesterday evening at Inner Ikinple 
HaO, London EC4. Among those pre- 
sent were: 

Lent Jnsricc BeWain; Atr Crawford ZJtubay 
OC Mr AiaxUtir MacDnfl OG Mr Patrick 
TWisOCMrCotinMwkayCJQMtRiduinJ 
Davies QG Mr WvHUm MiOeei; Mr Bryan 
Jeep, Inn Trades Insurance Group; Mr MIkr 
fovea, Pmdnutel Assurance. Mr lao P«- 
tenon. Royal Insurance; Mra Alison LmKw, 
San AEiaace Genual Imannas; Mr ftul Ja- 
cobi. Erownnir Insurance; Mrs Margaret 
Economic Insurance Mr John Wii- 
loo, BAA pfc; Mr Nick Wilkinson, West- 
minster Motor Insurance Association: Miss 
U«y MaishaH. NcviDr Rinsed, Mr Brian 
Street, ECS Underwriting. 

Synagogue services 

Details of synagogue services to be 
held tomorrow may be obtained by 
telephoning the following. Sabbath 
begins in London at 337pm. 

Visited Synagogues: 9171-387 4300. 
Jfefcndutt or Synagogues: 6181-M2 
Z263. UnkM of L&crsd and Pn>j5«! 
SnacpgDES; 0171-580 1663. Reform 
SyfflsgDfpsa* of Grat Britain; 0181-349 
473L Souibfa and Portncaese Jews 
CoMregntikm: 0171-289 2573. New 
LoDdooVagopic tMesorti); 0171-328 
102& 


Care worker can make disclosure to police 


Re G (a minor) (Care 
proceedings: Disclosure); Court 
of Appeal (Lord Justice Botler- 
Sloss, Lord Justice Anld and Sir 
Roger Parker); 25 October 1995 

A social worker did not require 
the court’s leave under rule 423 

of the Family Proceedings 
Rules 1991 (SI 1247) before dis- 
closing to the police potential- 
ly incriminating statements or 
admissions made by parents 
concerning unexplained In- 
juries received by their child. 
Although the child was the 
subject of care proceedings, 
the rule applied only to docu- 
ments already held in the 
court’s file. 

The Court of Appeal by a 
majority allowed the local au- 
thority's appeal against the de- 
cision of Judge Elystan 
Morgan, sitting in Warrington 
County Court on 22 May 1995. 
on the effect of rule 4.23. The 
rule provides: 

Confidentiality of document*: 

(1) Notwithstanding any rule of 
court lo the contrary, no document, 
other than a record of an order, hdd 
by the court and relating to pro- 
ceedings lo which this rat applies 
shall be dbdosed, other than fo (par- 
ties, legal advisers ctcj without leave 
of the judge or disma judge. 
Margaret De Haas ( Cheshire Coun- 
ty Council) for the appellant; Alexan- 


LAW REPORT 
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8 December 1995 


dm Sransby {Michael Seward <£ Go. 
IKarinffoni far the parents; Paula Fal- 
lows ( Rowlands. Stockport) for the 
child's guardian ad litem; Robin 
Spencer (Cheshire Police -Authonry) 
for the police. 

Lord Justice Butler-Skiss said 
the police had two functions in 
such cases: the investigation of 
crime and the protection of 
children. They fully partic- 
ipated all over the country in 
inter-disciplinary arrangements 
recommended in the 1991 
booklet Working Together (un- 
der the Children Act 19S9). 

The booklet did not have le- 
gal status but, with the lessons 
of Cleveland in mind, the em- 
phasis upon cooperation, joint 
investigation and fell consul- 
tation at all stages of any in- 
vestigation were crucial to the 
success of government guide- 
lines. There had to be free ex- 
change of information between 
social workers and police offi- 
cers together engaged in an in- 
vestigation. 

Tire information obtained by 
social workers in the course of 
their duties was confidential 
and covered by public interest 


immunity. It could, however, be 
disclosed to fellow members of 
the child protection team en- 
gaged in the investigation of the 
possible abuse of the child 
concerned. 

RuJe 4.23 precluded ibe dis- 
closure of documents held by 
the court and relating to fam- 
ily proceedings, to anyone oth- 
er than those named in the rule, 
without leave of the court. The 
rule followed the long estab- 
lished practice of confiden- 
tiality or children proceeding, 
stemming from the practice in 
wardship cases. 

In Oxford Couruv Council v 
P [1995] 2 AH ER 225. Mr Jus- 
tice Ward held that a guardian 
ad Idem should not, without the 
court’s leave, have disclosed to 
a social worker, who then in- 
formed the police, that the 
mother bad confessed to in- 
juring her child. 

Her Ladyship agreed with 
that decision; but in so far as 
both Mr Justice Ward in that 
case and Mrs Justice Hale in 
Cleveland Countv Council v F 
[1995] 2 AH ER '336 appeared 
to equate the position of the so- 
cial worker with that of the 


guardian, her Ladyship dis- 
agreed. 

The guardian had no func- 
tion outside the proceedings to 
which he had been appointed. 
A social worker’s duties to- 
wards children in bis area were 
far wider and were by no means 
confined to court proceedings. 
In many cases the children 
never came before a courL 
Some documents created by the 
social services department, 
such as written statements 
made for the purpose of care 
proceedings, would be cov- 
ered by rule 4.23: but many, 
such as oral admissions record- 
ed in writing in the social work 
file, would qol 

Her Ladyship would give a 
more restrictive interpretation 
to rule 4.23 and limit it to doc- 
uments held by the court in the 
court file. It was important 
that the rule should not be loo 
loosely inteiprelcd so as to cov- 
er information at a stage when 
it was not intended lo be 
covered and which would be 
contrary to the wider consid- 
erations of the child's best 
interests. 

Sir Roger Barker concurred. 

Lord Justice Anld gave a dis- 
senting judgment. 

Paul Magrath, Barrister 
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WH SMITH has the perfect gift for happy families. 


Over 340 WH Smith stores open this Sunday, contact your local branch for details. P*» toned at time of going to press. Subject to availability at WHSpith stores in England and Walei JSJ. 
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INDEPENDENT '■* Fr iday S 
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member 
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be ready 
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Do you agree or > . 
disagree with. EMU 
replacing fee naflortal 
currency? 


Is 1999 disappearing into the 21st century? 

Tony Barber looks at the ramifications if European monetary union is not in place by the deadline set at Maastricht 


T Tow satisfying it must feel 
XX this week to bea ~RgyEun>- 
sceptic. Fiance's social unrest is 
onfy the latest of several devel- 
opmentsintheBuropean Union 
that appear, in the eyes erf Ihe 
anti-European right, to support 
the aignmept that it would be 
deeply wrong to proceed with 
the planned bunch <rf a singje 
currency in January 1999. 

Eurosceptics are confident 
not just that they have shifted 
the domestic political debate . 
about Europe,,. to the .point 
where British participation in 


monetary muon s \ 
but that the debate on.the Con- 
tinent is also moving In their 
direction.' They daim to see 
more and more evidence that 
European policy-makers, prod- 
ded by: public opinion, are 
abandoning -the ambition of 
launching the single currency in. 
1999 and rimy even ditch the 
project altogether. „ ; ... 

tClea^^gmwing number erf 
polit icians, bankers, industrial- 
ists, itadeumoinsts and media 
pundits across -the Continent 
are having' doubts about 
whether European monetary 
union (Emu) can start on 


schedule. However, most would 
profoundly disagree with the 
notion that they have some- 
thing in common with what, in 
their eyes, isthe negative Euro- 
phobia of the English nation- 
alist Tory right. 

.. For example, Italy’s Prime 

No one in 
international 
. finance and 
business is 
yet taking 
monetary union 
for granted 


Minister. Lamberto Dim, who. 
is one of the very few conti- 
nental leaders to have ex- 
pressed public concern about 
the 1999 deadline for Emu, 
nevertheless sees himself as a 
committed European in heart 
and souL When he agreed with 
John Major in Florence last 


Wednesday that the EU must 
carefully study the impact of a 
single currency on parudpating 
. and non-participating states, 
he was riot looking for a for- 
mula to strangle Emu before it 
is bom. 

Officially, 13 of die EU*s 15 
states are dedicated to monetary 
uruon. In a 14th, Denmark, 
political leaders would like to 
job were H not that public opin- 
ion forced them in 1992 to 
obtain an opt-out clause horn 
the Maastricht treaty deadline. 
Unhappily for the Tbry Euri? 
sceptics, they are less often 
viewed on the Continent as 
trend-setlexs ban as troglodytes. 

Yfet it has become utexeas- 
bgfy clear this year that the 
launch of Emu in January 1999 
is by no means a foregone con- 
clusion. Uncertainty about the 
prospects for a single currency 
dominate the economic and 
market analyses published by 
leading European investment 
houses. No one in the world of 
international finance and busi- 
ness is yet taking monetary 
union for granted. 

It is a different story in the 
European Commission, whose 


president, Jacques Santer, 
recently poured scorn on the 
intellectual prowess of Neil 
Kinnock, the transport com- 
missioner, for suggesting Emu 
might not happen on schedule 
in 1999. However, it is a rea- 
sonable guess that Mr Kin- 
nock’s only offence was to say 
in public what Mr Santer and 
others have reluctantly con- 
templated b private. 

The chief obstacles to the 
single currency concern national 
economic policies in the EU, 
inter- governmental relations 
and public opinion, lb start the 
project on time, most EU gov- 
ernments are trying to cut pub- 
lic expenditure and implement 
other austerity measures to 
meet the strict Maastricht cri- 
teria on low budget deficits, 
public debts and inflation. 

No doubt many governments 
are running such large deficits, 
and are accumulating such for- 
midably high debts in their 
extensive social security sys- 
tems, that they would be com- 
pelled to introduce belt-tight- 
ening programmes whether or 
not the deadlbe of January 
1999 was approaching. As the 


German government never 
tires of saying, healthy public 
finances are an objective always 
worth pursuing. 

The fact remains, however, 
that it is fear of failing to meet 
the Maastricht targets which 
has galvanised governments 
into adopting deflationary poli- 
cies at a time when millions of 
Europeans do not feel their 
countries have properly recov- 
ered from the most recent and 
very seven? recession. Public 
opinion surveys repeatedly 
show that Europeans are pre- 
occupied with job insecurity 
and what seems to be a gener- 
ally precarious economic 
future. But their governments 
are pursuing policies that 
merely intensify these concerns. 

The result b France, and to 
some extent in Belgium, has 
been the eruption of sudden and 
widespread social protest. In 
Austria, the coalition govern- 
ment of social democrats and 
conservatives was forced to re- 
sign last October when it tried to 
introduce budget cuts. Mr Dini's 
government of non-party tech- 
nocrats is finding it no easier to 
reform the public finances. 


There are grave doubts, 
therefore, about the price that 
the EU may be forcbg itself to 
pay, in terms of political sta- 
bility and social hannonv, if it 
goes ahead with monetary 
union in 1999. A related point 
is that, since a majority of EU 
governments will probably fail 
To qualify for the single cur- 
rency, Emu could prove a fac- 
tor dividing the member-states 
among themselves. 

An EU in which Germany 
and France formed a monetary 
union, but Britain. Italy and 
Spab stayed outside, could 
lead to bitter accusations that 
one group was puttin g the other 
at a disadvantage because of its 
economic policies. Emu insid- 
ers would be watching like 
hawks for signs that outsiders 
were letting their currencies 
slip in search of a competitive 
edge, while outsiders might 
complain that they were being 
forced to pay an interest-rate 
premium for being kepi out of 
monetary union. 

If the EU decides, next year 
or b 1997. that the 1999 dead- 
line is unrealistic, financial mar- 
kets will almost certainly lake 


it as a signal that the French 
franc and some other curren- 
cies are overvalued. They will 
mark them down and pour 
money into the German mark. 

According to many conti- 
nental advocates of Emu, this 
could prove fatal to Europe. 

Three are grave 
doubts about the. 
price the EU 
may be forcing 
itself to pay, in 
term of political 
stability 


Postponement of monetary 
union, they say, would irrevo- 
cably damage the EU's single 
market. launched b 1993, and 
set back the cause of closer 
political btegration. 

It would also delay the 
admission of former Commu- 
nist countries b central and 


eastern Europe. Europe would 
be in danger of losing its his- 
toric chance, created by the 
19S9 revolutions, to unite itself 
in peace and freedom. 

But perhaps events need not 
take such an apocalyptic 
course. Failure to achieve mon- 
etary union in 1999 would rep- 
resent a setback, but not eter- 
nal disaster. EU countries 
would still have the same incen- 
tives as now to pursue 
exchange-rate convergence and 
financial discipline at home. 

The EU need not dismantle 
the European Monetary Insti- 
tute. forerunner of the future 
European central bank, or tear 
up any of the detailed plans 
now being prepared for inlro- 
duebg a single currency. It 
would simply acknowledge that 
the Maastricht sebedufe was 
too tight for today’s circum- 
stances and it is better for Emu 
to sum later. 

For sure, postponing the sin- 
gle currency carries risks. But 
monetary union is a big idea, 
the biggest in EU history, and 
Tory Eurosceptics should 
undersiand that it is not going 
to disappear in a hurry. 




Rupert flBasdn. aka the spy writer Nigel West, is likely to be a lone voice 
raised during the forthcoming Second Reading of the MIS BflL The Home 
Secretary K eying- to give MIS a wider role m combating crime, shoulder to 
shoulder with the polrris. Wilkes's-old Cambridge friends in MX6 - the classic 
James Bond argamstiion— are aghast at the way.MI5 is expanding its empire, 
even to the point of gpcarfy advertising for recxxrits, while MI6 has been forced 
to cut its agents overseas. 

So 007 is noiongqr abbito afford the cost of living in Russia, and lavish beach 
apartments in the Caribbeanare no longer allowed on M16 expenses. But that is 
not Rupe’s ribm<rf^ectkblNcir bit even that he will have less material for his 
books; after all, the potential ~‘turf 
wars” between MI5 anrithepohee wiU 
provide pure goWfor'navels. W.. ■ ■’ 

No, the spy writer is privately 7 . - - > 
wa nting chums around the.tebodm - • \ . • 
that turning MI5 bto an tmderccivfer : 
branch of the police is wholly ... . 
unsatisfactory because MI5 officers - 
who need to protect their anonymity -.’• 
wiU not be awe to give evidence in open- 
court. Albson reckons MIS is not realty ; 
up to taking evidence and statements 
and all the fiddlesome paperwork that ■ 
poKcetnen on the beat have to i deal wjh 
on a ^ routine bass. Why should the MF 
bother ahopt this? In his spare time, he 

has also acted as a speaal constable, — — — — rr 

m’hid.Irestmycase. : ABason, stohen and stirred 

■n^ Home Sect«toy is robustly for £1 JO. It has been outselling the 

supporting tteGoS^ent’s tine on vegetable lasagne two to one. 

it, cm’fp rtf the scare _ . 

An exclusive leaked document has 
irvfag oYcatrs | Mien into Wlkes’s lands: the 

liver at the Soho House in Greek _ 

Street The traditional preference in 
the Commons for beef may esplam ? 
the past behaviour of some of Wilkes s 
backbench colleagues. Nevertheless, 
wakes would like to see more - 
ministers following Howard s example. 

Stephen DorreU, the wimpish 
Health Secretary, should set the . • 

standard by ordering beef sandwiches 
for the whole Cabinet ^-pesO. 

Thursday's meeting. With aJiberai 
helping of beef dripping. ' 

Ai least the Departing of w 
Health’s employees are doing theiroit 
to combat B5E sbaremcngenng. t ne . 
departmental canteen menu has been 
boasting minced beef and omon pie 


message Try Michael Hesdtme, Deputy 
Prime Mutister, drawn up by the 
private puhKc relations consultancy 
Sweet F Associates, says seasonal 
objectives include a “shift of the • 
organisational dynamic to achieve a 
system-wide delivery of the core 
mission statement ... "(Se, Happy 
Onistmas). Tie methodology 
recommended by Sweet FA is “a whole 
systems approach' ou M iiy recipients 
to tailor thronghput of the message 
yhhfri their own organisational - 
matrix” (ie, they might send a card). 

.Jb evaluate the outcome. Sweet FA 
says: “Ministers are aware of the 
concern of DPM [Deputy Prime 


Minister] and EDCP [the Cabinet 
committee that he chairs on the 
Government's self-promotion] to 
ensure interdepartmental co- 
ordination and presentational 
cohesion, and to identify a lead 
Department responsible for ensuring 
that duty ministers are available to 
take media bids on the day. 

- M If ministers are content to proceed 
on this basis it is their wish that 
officials roll the pitch with key players 
before dose of play on D-Day minus 
one to ensure a level playing field.’' 

The whole thing is a spoof sent out 
as a Christmas card by the 
Department of Health’s press office. 

It was written by Romola 
Christopberson, the redoubtable chief 
press officer who was once under the 
wing of Bernard Ingham at Number 
10, to poke fun at the PR 
consultancies invading Whitehall at 
the invitation of the First Secretary, 
Wakes trusts that Bezza will see the 
funny side. 

than seasonal cheer has 
broken out around Westminster. 

After the incident at the Reform 
Club when the Prime Minister's 
biographer Bruce ‘The brute” 
Anderson was cut over the eye by a 
glass of wine buried by a journalist's 

wife, there were unseemly scenes in 
Annie’s Bar in the Commons, where 
a team of MPs behaved disgracefully 
after they were beaten by lobby 
journalists in the annual News Quiz. 
The MPs accused the journalists of 
cheating and refused to buy them a 
round of drinks. Annie’s Bar rules 
oblige Wilkes to withhold the names 
of the MPS, but suffice to say that the 
quizmaster. Sir Harold Wilker, a 
former Deputy Speaker of the 
Commons, made his excuses and left 
before the end of the game. 

Labour MPs are all talking about 
one^cene from The Wilderness Years , 
the excellent BBC documentary 
accounting for Labour's long years in 
opposition (which can be summed up 
as: Thatcher, Foot, Owen and 
General GaJtieri). 

The scene is not Denis Healey 
squeezing into his mini, or Tony Benn 
trouncing the leadership in a 



Frank preferred pop to politics 


conference vote, it is the footage of a 
young, penned Patricia Hewitt at the 
1980 conference berating the 
Callaghan government for betraying 
the working classes (rallying cry: ’"We 
have a right to be angry ...”). The 
firebrand is now a respectable 
management consultant at Arthur 
Andersen. 

Not all the Shadow Cabinet were 
watching on Sunday evening. Frank 
Dobson confessed to Wilkes that he 
was glued to The Beatles Anthology on 
the other side. 

Wilkes's left-wing pin-op. Dawn 
Primarolo, who took over from Tony 
Benn as MP for Bristol Sonth, has 
been backsliding from the Bennite 
cause. As a frontbencher in Gordon 
Brown's Treasury team and a member 
of the left-wing Campaign Group, Red 
Dawn has walked a careful tightrope 
and did not take part in the vote by 
some Campaign Group members 
against the lp tax cut at the end of 
the Budget debate: Now Wilkes hears 
she has allowed her membership of 
the Campaign Group to lapse. 

More evidence, sadly, that Hezza's 
touch is slipping. The First Secretary 
and Deputy Prune Minister got the 
thumbs down at a meeting of 
businessmen organised tty Pro-Share, 
which promotes wider share 
ownership. His Labour-bashing 
speech prompted an immediate 
invitation to Alistair Darling, 

Labour’s spokesman, to come and be 
their guest speaker next year. 
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What if EMU 
can’t fly? 


T his week has been a bad week for 
European monetary union (EMU). 

Events in France have placed a large 
question mark over the ability of its gov- 
ernment to achieve the Maastricht cri- 
teria by 1999. The Major-Dini talks sug- 
gested that 1999 was premature. Already 
there is much soul-searching in Ger- 
many. And two weeks ago Commissioner 
Neil Kinnock argued that 1999 was 
unlikely and unwise. The Rohl-Chirac 
meeting yesterday may have reiterated 
their determination to see the project 
through by the appointed date, but 
there is now more reason than ever 
before to doubt whether such a mone- 
tary union will happen before the end of 
the century. 

What would this mean? The Euro- 
pean Commission believes it would be 
a disaster, and many on the Continent 
share that view. They argue that a fail- 
ure to move ahead with monetary union 
in 1999 would deal a body-blow to the 
whole European project Their view of 
the process of European integration is 
akin to riding a bicycle: once you stop 
pedalling, you automatically fall off. 
There is nothing for it but to press on. 

Is this view correct? If it is not then 
a number of our partners are in danger 
of risking internal stability and medium- 
term prosperity for the sake of a chim- 
era. To proceed towards a single currency 
according to a foolhardy or ultimately 
unattainable deadline could be an act of 
irresponsibility. Those countries unable 
easily to meet the terms of entry might 
take (as some believe is now happening 
in France) draconian action too quickly. 
The result might well be a wave of res- 


entment towards both national and 
European political classes which would 
endanger the very European project that 
monetary union is designed to bolster 
and reinforce. 

The truth, as felt by. many pro-Euro- 
peans on this side of the Channel, is that 
the bicycle view is wrong. It under- 
estimates the strength and durability of 
a union that is now nearly 40 years old. 
It also rests on the proposition that the 
next stage of integration can only con- 
sist of monetary union. This is surety 
wrong. The widening of the EU to in- 
clude some of the nations of eastern 
Europe is, in itself; an act of great his- 
torical importance. This enlargement will 
require an extension of qualMed major- 
ity voting, an enhanced role for the Euro- 
pean Parliament and (long overdue) re- 
form of the Common Agricultural Policy. 

Also on the European agenda for 1996 
is the pressure for more co-ordinated 
foreign and (apologies to Michael Por- 
tillo) defence policies. We cannot rely on 
America always to be there to bail us out, 
as in Bosnia. 

Events in Paris this week remind us 
how impatient some of our partners are 
for further union. Perhaps they cannot 
be persuaded that a slippage in the 
timetable for EMU would be no great 
tragedy. But we would find it easier to 
sell this approach to them if our diplo- 
macy were more concerned with explor- 
ing the other possibilities in Europe, and 
less obsessed with fighting off encroach- 
ments from Johnny Foreigner. We can, 
if necessary, live without EMU for a few 
more years, because there are lots of . 
other important thin g? to do. 


Seeking the secrets 
of the universe 


I t has taken 20 years of work, $i.6bn 
and 23 billion miles. Yesterday, the 
Galileo spacecraft entered the final 
phases of its mission as it plunged into 
Jupiter’s orbiL Was it realty worth all the 
fuss and the money? 

Members of the US Congress are ask- 
ing this question with an eye on the vast 
budget deficit and the politically sensi- 
tive squeeze on the nation’s welfare 
spending. After all why pay billions gaz- 
ing into outer space when back on 
planet Earth there are childrea who need 
feeding and old ladies who require med- 
ical treatment? It sounds cheap to jux- 
tapose the images, but these are the real 
choices faced by America's cash- 
strapped politicians. 

It is easy to argue for funding scien- 
tific projects that generate commercial 
returns. The satellites that circle the 
earth have all kinds of pay-offs. Weather 
forecasting and monitoring the ozone 
level and global wanning are all far eas- 
ier thanks to those machines in the sky. 
The sugar beet industry even claims to 
save a fortune by using satellite pictures 
to check when the crop is ripe. And, of 
course, Rupert Murdoch uses them to 
send us round-the-clock coverage of 
some of the world’s major sporting 
events. 

Satellites, sugar and soccer aren’t 
much help in justifying Jupiter expedi- 
tions. The often quoted proposition 
that investing in space travel cave us non- 
stick frying pans as a spin-off is factually 
incorrect. Bui it is also crazy econom- 
ics. The billions of dollars spent on space 


travel could have been invested far 
more lucratively elsewhere. American 
scientists have even suggested that the 
cost of pouring all that brain power into 
space was to miss out on the emerging 
electronic technologies - and to cede die 
consumer electronics industry to Japan. 

Of course, new improved consumer 
products aren’t the only reason for 
investing in research. The scientific - if 
not economic - case for Galileo is over- 
whelming. We have the chance to dis- 
cover the truth about that great whirling 
red spot on the planet's surface. And, if 
we are lucky, we may find some of the 
secrets of the universe lurking beneath 
Jupiter's clouds. 

Where mysteries of the cosmos are at 
stake, scientists can draw on a wealth of 
public enthusiasm and support After all, 
just think of all the films that have been 
made about space exploration. The suc- 
cess of 5 /ot- Trek across the generations 
depended on ‘‘boldly going where no 
man has gone before” And the shelves 
of book shops are lined with accounts of 
the Big Bang and black holes. Ws are fas- 
cinated by die romance of the pursuit of 
pure knowledge and the beauty and 
secrets of the stars. 

Not every space project wifi be worth 
the effort that goes into it And the exact 
budget of the American space agency, 
Nasa, is a legitimate subject for regular 
critical debate. But the never-ending 
quest to discover new worlds and expand 
our understanding is a vital and worth- 
while part of what makes us human. 
Space exploration must boldly go on. 



<No, you’re not mad, but you area Hide depressed’ 


■LETTERS TO THE EDITOR ■ 


Some facts about the tribunal that condemned Saro-Wiwa 


From Mr Michael Bimbaum, QC 
Sin The Independent of 6 Decem- 
ber published a lengthy adver- 
tisement by the Nigerian High 
Commission justifying the con- 
viction by a Civil Disturbances 
Special Tribunal of Ken Saro- 
Wiwa and eight others. It made 
the remarkable claim tha t the tri- 
bunal was lawful and “recog- 
nised under the Nigerian Judicial 
system”. 

Under the Nigerian constitu- 
tion, a defendant is entitled to a 
fair hearing before an indepeit- 
dent and impartial court or tri- 
bunal. In a case of murder, the 
trial must take place in a State 
High Court Before or during the 
trial, the accused can seek judi- 
cial review of the derisions of the 
trial judge. After conviction, he 
can appeal. In a capital case, that 
appeal lies as of right first to the 
Court of Appeal and thence to 
the Supreme Court 

However, in recent years, suc- 
cessive military governments 
have used a system of decrees 
and special tribunals to under- 
mine these constitutional rights. 
In the Saro-Wiwa case, the gov- 
ernment invoked Decree 2 of 


1987. President Abacha person- 
alty nominated the members of 
the tribunal. TWo were judges; the 
third, as required by the decree, 
was a military officer. 

Section 8 of the decree pro- 
vides that the validity of any 
decision of the tribunal may not 
be questioned in any court of 
law. Hence, no right to judicial 
review or to appeal. Hence, the 
inevitable failure of all attempts 
by the defence to challenge in 
the ordinary courts the legality 
of the tribunal and its decisions. 
Hence,' the execution of the 
defendants within only 10 days 
of the convictions. 

Curiously, the High Commis- 
sion has experienced a recurrent 
difficulty in accurately describing 
to the public the nature of the tri- 
bunal. JFor example, in January it 
circulated a brief entitled “Trial 
of Ken Saro-Wiwa in the Civil 
Disturbances Special Tribunal", 
claiming that the tribunal was 
“made up of two serving High 
Court Judges”. As in the adver- 
tisement the existence of a third, 
military, member was omitted. 

It is important to publicise the 
true facts, not only in the interests 


of accuracy but of justice: reliable 
reports suggest that in January the 
same tribunal will embark on the 
trial for capita} murder of 19 
other Ogom defendants: 

Yours sincerety, 

Michael Bibnbaum 
Temple 
London, EC4 
6 December 

The writer was an observer at the 
trials of Ken Saro-Wiwa and oth- 
ers on behalf of the Bar human 
rights committee and. the Law 
Society. 

FromMsAmaBiney ' 

Sin The attempt by- the Nigeria 
Hig h Commission to - set the 
record straight for the federal 
Government of Nigeria, in a half- 
page advertisement in your news- 
paper, is a despicable travesty of 
democrat.. Nigeria, headed by 
Sam Abacha, has not onty gravely 
wronged her own people but the 
rest of Africa. The ruling cabal is 
now seeking to rationalise its das- 
tardly acts in the light of interna- 
tional uproar over the executions 
of the nine Ogoni activists. 

General Abacha and his sib- 
lings in the London Nigeria High 


Commission see no contradiction 
in the fact that they have the free- 
dom to- advertise in a British 
newspaper, yet prohibit Ogonis 
the right to mourn, the deaths of 
their nine activists: They see no 
contradiction in the feet that 
they have outlawed the right of 
Nigerians to air contrary political 
views in Nigerian newspapers,, 
they are showed to air their dis- 
tortions externally. 

The present political crisis in 
Nigeria reveals that the problems 
of Africa have transcended , the 
traditional concept of the sover- 
eign nation-stale. Hie political 
and economic problems faced by 
'Nigeria axe ' not unique to that 
country, though General Abacha 
continues to proclaim undue 
mterferencein the internal affairs 


of Nigeria. The problems abound 
all over the continent and that is 
. why Nigeria cannot be left alone. 
What concerns Nigeria concerns 
all Africans genuinely concerned 
with democracy. 

Yours faithfully, 

■AmaBiney 
Africa World Review 
London, SE1 
6 December 


Dirty war fought 
on British soil 

From MrH. M. Mahdy 
Sin I would like to applaud 
Robert Fisk for his thorough 
reporting and analysis of the 
situation in Egypt (reports, 6 
December). What troubles me. 
as a British citizen, is not only 
the barbarity of President 
Mubarak’s regime, but that the 
Egyptian government is allowed 
to send its agents to practise 
their torture and shoot-to-kiU- 
tactics on British soil. The justi- 
fication given is that Mr 
Mubarak’s enemies are Islamic 
fundamentalists who are plan- 
ning terrorist attacks. 

One only needs to read Mr 
Hsk's coverage of the recent par- 
liamentary elections in Egypt to 
know why the Egyptian environ- 
ment is breeding terrorists 


(reports, 28 and 29 November). 
The members of Muslim Broth- 
erhood (a moderate Islamic 
group that condemns violence) 
who stood for parliamentary elec- 
tions were sent to jail and bard 
labour by a military court for the 
hilarious reason of “holding anti- 
govenunent meetings". Well, Mr 
Blair, Mr Ashdown et al should 
be extremely hicky that Mr 
Mubarak does not govern Britain. 

Maybe there is not much that 
we can do for h uman rights in 
Egypt. But at least we should let 
President Mubarak know what 
we think of his government We 
should withdraw any support, 
moral or material, to his regime. 
And, definitely, we must not 
allow his policemen^udges/ese- 
cu lionets to cany out their dirty 
war on British sofl. 

Yours faithfully, 

H. M. Mahdy 
Glasgow 


Moving furniture 
won't stop theft 

From Dr Gary Shipper 
Sir Although crime figures have 
spiralled upwards over the last 
decade, government policy relat- 
ing to the prosecution authorities 
is now set to describe a full cir- 
cle (“Big boost for pob’ce in CPS 
shake-up”, 5 December). 

In 1985, prosecuting offend- 
ers' was a task taken from the 
police and given to a new inde- 
pendent authority, the Crown 
Prosecution Service. The ratio- 
nale then was that the police 
were not the best suited to be ' 
prosecutors, as they would often 
have a commitment to winning 
a case where the evidence was 
weak. They were also not best 
placed to evaluate public policy 
considerations. - 

Now the Attorney-General is 


about to install Crown prosecu- 
tors in police stations so as to 
“improve the liaison between 
Officers and prosecuting author- 
ities”. The obviously inte nded 
result is that staff of the CPS 
(known to many police officers as 
the “Criminals’ Protection Ser- 
vice”) will be immersed in police 
Culture and thinking 

It is the fault neither of the 
police nor of the Crown prosecu- 
tors that crime is an epidemic 
problem in the 1990s, so re- 
arranging thfc institutional furni- 
ture wiD have no appreciable 
impact on crime figures. Major 
political and economic tihangesarc 
to blame for modem crime, two- 
thirds of winch is. domestic bur- 
glary and theft of and from cars. 
Years faithfully, 

Gary Slapper 
The Law School. 

Staffordshire University 
Stoke-on-Trent 


Solitary words that live on baleful tenterhooks, alack 


Q: You are here to tell us about the 
work of the Single Word Protection 
Society? 

A: That's right. 

Q: Would you like to? 

A: I'm sorry? 

Q: Would you like to tell us some- 
thing about the work of the Single 
Word Protection Society? 

A: Certainty. Our aim is to stand up 
for those words in the English lan- 
guage that have been relegated to a 
single-use function and to plead for 
their reintegration into society. 

Q: 1 see. Could you give us on 
example? 

A: Of course, like the word “dul- 
cet", for example. 

Q: Bui surely “dulcet” is quite a nor- 
mal word? It's commonly used, is it 
not? 

A: Ls it? Can you give me an exam- 
ple of its being used? 

Q: Well, people sometimes do say. 
in a sort of mock-heroic way. “It’s a 
long time since 1 heard your dulcet 
tones ..." 

A: And that's it. 

Q: Pardon? 

A: That's iL That is the only time 
"dulcet" is used. In conjunction with 
“tones". No one uses the word "dul- 


cet” without “tones". No one says, 
“I heard your dulcet voice” or “Now 
hear the dulcet skiving of the BBC 
Chorus”. It's a single- use word. But 
why not extend it? After all, “dulcet" 
is just another word for sweet and 
gentle, isn’t it? You could' easily look 
at someone in a dulcet manner or lay 
your head on someone’s dulcet lap. 
Q: And you want us to use “dulcet" 
more often? 

A: Not just "dulcet”. There axe hun- 
dreds of words that are condemned 

to a solitary existence, words which 
could do a perfectly good job if given 
the chance. 

Q: Could you give us another 
example? 

A: 111 give you a couple. Unwed. 
Unsung. 

Q: Let me think, now. Unwed moth- 
ers? Unsung heroes? 

A: Very good. Mothers are the onty 
people who are unwed. Never 
lathers. Never spinsters. Nor is any- 
one save a hero unsung. Th ere ar e 
no unsung martyrs and no unsung 
villains. 

Q: I suppose you are right. 

A: There are no unsung mothers, 
and no unwed heroes. 

Q: Aren’t there? 



MILES KINGTON 


A: Writ there are, but they are never 
called such. We are too lazy to do it. 
Our way with language is so pre- 
dictable that all these single words 
are caught in a dkh£ trap. We are 
condemning these words to a doll, 
repetitive existence. In many cases 
we are in danger of forgetting what 
the word realty means. 

Qs Which word? 

A: Bated. 

Q: Bated? 

A: Bated breath. WUb bated breath. 
What does it mean? 

Q: Umm, I suppose it means cm ten- 
terhooks. 

Ar What are or were tenterhooks? 
Q: Aye, there’s the nub. 

A: Any idea what a nub really was? 
Qs Oh, get on with it and stop show- 
ing oft 


A: Bated breath is just a shorter ver- 
sion of “abated breath”. So we aren’t 
too worried about that one - the 
word “abate” can look after itself. 
But there are many words that we 
are worried about: sackcloth, grist, 
parlance, shrift, rakish, fell ... 

Q: Stop? Explain. 

A: Sackcloth can only be used with 
“ashes”, though “ashes" can be used : 
without “sackcloth". This is 
extremely discriminatory against 
sackdoth. And grist can onty be for 
the mUL Parlance can onty be com- 
mon. Shrift can onty be short The 
onty thing that can be rakish is an 
angle. There is only (me thing that 
can be fell... 

Qz I presume you mean designs? 

A: On. I wasn’t actually thinking of 
designs. Can designs be fell? 

Q: I think so. “He had fell designs 
on her honour...” 

& You’re right I was thinking of “at 
one fell swoop”. The word is not so 
threatened as 1 believed. It has two 
res. 

on. 

A; We are also quite worried about 
“baleful”, as you can onty give peo- 
pfe -baleful looks and nothing else 
baleful. - 


Q: As a matter of interest, what is 
“bale”? ' 

A: Terror. 

Q: Thank you.' 

A: We are worried, too, about 
. “alack", which can only be used with 
“alas" as in “alas and alack”, 
although “alas” can go out by itself 

We are worried about “invidious”, as 
onty comparisons can be invidious, 
although invidious is a perfectly 
good word meaning "arousing 
resentment”. We are worried about 
brackish..:' 

Q: What wdniesyon about “brack- 
ish”? That it’s onty used to describe 
water? 

A: That, and also the feet that its 
meaning of slightly salty is being for- 
gotten. 

Q: And if we send lots of money to 
the Single Word Protection Society, 
it will definitely help to boost your 
work? 

A: Yes. 

Qr And do you in feet think you will 

get lots of money? 

A: Some hope. 

Q: What kind of hope? 

AiForiom. 

Q: I agree, alack. 

A: Thank you. 


Church .disclosure 

From The Rev Ray Arnold 
Sin As the person responsible for 
the release of the Nme O’clock 
Service story to the press - 
tabloid and respectable - I have 
to say that I found Bryan App- 
leyard’s article (“A church m 
psychedelic chaos”, 28 Novem- 
ber) ill-informed and unfair. He 
implies that the tabloid press was 
responsible for the story coming 
to fight. This is simpty not true. 

The Church of England uncov- 
ered the story when people rathe 
NOS community b egan to talk to 
each other and to others in the 
Church of England hierarchy. 
Once it was ^taWished that a sys- 
tematic abuse had been going on, 
the Diocese of Sheffield, took 
rapid steps to look after the vic- 
tims, to establish predsety what 
had gone on and to make a fun 
and comprehensive statement to 
the media. . - 

Mr Appleyaitfs contention that 
“but for the prurient Easiness of 
our tabloid press” the story would 
have gone undiscovered, amounts 
to actear imputation that the first 
disclosure cud not come from the 
church when; in fact, it did. 

Yours feithfrilty, ■ 

Roy Arnold 
Sheffield 
28 November 


Playwrights’ 
capital work 


From Mr Jonathan Meth - 
Sin David lister asks (“Lottery 
cash may fund new plays", 5 
December) why shouldn’t play- 
wrights be left to the dictates of 
the marketplace? The system of 
state arts investment (I refuse to 
call it subsidy) in this country 
operates to provide resources to 
buildings and companies as the 
piovideisof the arts to the nation. 

Practitioners, technicians and 
a dtm in i sto^Msen^o^by these 
braidings mid companies are paid 
a salary, albeit not a very-high one. 
Without a playwright, there can 
be no new work in theatre. Play- 
wrights, however, are not part of 
die structural economic fabric of 
these organisations- They are 
brought in as hired hands, as and 
when others decide! 

Good plays take time to 
evolve. They require develop- 
ment They can and. should take 
between six and 12 months to 
write. With very few exceptions at 
the uppermost echelon., play- 
wrights are paid between £3,000 
and £6,000 for a play. 

It is widety acknowledged that 
Britain is fortunate enough to 
lead the world in this field. But 
on a freelance basis, without 
more opportunities to earn 
money, playwrights will inevitably 
move towards other media to 
make a living. This is the law erf 
the marketplace, anti it is why 
National Lottery funds to 
resource playwrights in the cre- 
ation of capital assets, far from 
being £Iitist, is imperative if 
theatre is to thrive. 

As the tabloids have clearly 
demonstrated, the lottery pro- 
mulgates the myth that arts are an 
additional luxury, instead of vital 
to the health and wealth of our 
nation. Where does the real Sitism 
be- with playwrights earning a Uv-. 
fag wage for their work, or a 
windfall that allows the Govern- 
ment to continue to 
the arts via Budget cutb*^ 9 
Yours faithfully, 

Jonathan Meth 
New Playwrights Trust 
Loadon. NW5 


Required reading 

From Mr R. K. Wohiiebe 
Sir: One gets used to anti-Ger- 
man digs in the British press. A 
case in point is the report about 
the sale of the manuscript of 
Remarque's.-!# Quiet on the wst- 
em Front (“Epic manuscript sold 
for £276,000”, 2 December). You 
clai m that Remarque remained 
■sana rvmpma in Germany for 
years after his book was pub- 
licly burned by the Nazism 1933. 
Not so. Remarque died in 1970, 
and his novel was required read- 
ing at my school fa Germany dur- 
ing tiie early Fifties (the film ver- 
sion was shown at school as well). 

Also, why do you not let your 
readers knew who was the buyer? 
It was, in feet, purchased jointly 
by the state government of lower 
Saxony and the. Savings Bank of 
Osnabruck, Remarque’s borne 
town, to go on exhibition there in 
the local museum. 

Yours faithfiilty 
R. JL Wohllebe 
T eddington, Middlesex 
a December 

Letters should he addressed to 
Letters to the Editor^ and include 
a daytime telephone number, (ft* 
0171-293 205<«; e-mail: letters^ 
“^epeudetiLcojik) Letters may be 
edited for length and clarify 









unr 




. . 

0. 3 

Jf : - 


the elder brother I never knew 



<- * 




— •• • 

' -"S ' 


Where were you when John Lennon was killed 15 

years ago today? The playwright Alan Bleasdale 
remembers where he was, how he felt and why it 
still hurts to think about the hero he never met 



I am possibly the only person in 
Liverpool of a similar age to 
Jofm Lennon, had he lived, who 
claims never to have met him. Or, 
indeed, any of the Beatles. 

- Believe me, everyone else had 
met one of the Beatles by 1963. The 
whole of the sixth form of my gram- 
mar school seemed to spend their 
ws^keods at parties popping p ills in 
the presence of John, Paul, George 
or Ringo. 

Especially George, for boy 
George, to his eternal cha- 
grin. was and always will be 
the youngest of the Beatles. . 

He was therefore more 
lively to be the soda] victim 
of a sad 17-year-old pupil 
who was only there popping 
pills, in the unlikely event 
that he was actually thereat 
all, so that the pupil could . 
stand taller and louder dur- 
ing school assembly on the 
following Monday morning. 

This fame by association 
reached its zenith when a . ’ 
member of our dress dub 
announced that his alsadan 
had impregnated Ringo 
Starr’s mother's bitch. In 
the silence of castles and 
knights, someone else said 
that his mother was a close 
personal friend of Ringo’s 
mother, and he knew for a fact that 
Ringo’s mother did not have a dog 
of any description, and a fist-fight 
broke put- 

Mind yon, few ewer .Spoke of . 
John. Fiw John was .-the; leader of the . 
pack. John was older, and John was 
dangerous and wore black leather! 
He did not suffer fools and school- 
boys at all. Furthermore, he had the 
cruel power of sarcasm and that 
frowning ‘‘Who the &dc are -you” . 
look upon his face. 

No one knew tbenjhat he was 
hopelessly sborr-sghled and inse-, 
cure and sentunental beneath the-.: 
butch bravado and broken-nosed 
swagger. In -1963 he never, talked 
about his dreadful childhood. 

Naturally, John ' was bar total, 
complete and utter hero. Paul was 
far too pretty and always got the 
girls; Ringp brought out the worst 
snobbery that a grammar school 
education could formulate-, and 
George, weD, you know, George was 
always so young . 

An only-child, I seemed to have 
spent most of 119 adolescence and 
some of my attempts at manhood in 
search of the older brother I.never 
had. Lennon was an obvious focus 


stand taller and 


of that desire,. altho ugh with hind- 
aght I suspect that it would not have 
been much fun being John Lennon’s 
younger brother. If he could have 
seen me to find me, he probably 
would have hit me just for being 
there. And then felt deeply sorry. So 
the legend goes. 

However, throughout the fol- 
lowing two decades, that is how I 
very quietly considered John 
Lennon. I did not actually expect 
him to turn up at Christmas or at 



T cried libel did 
not know that T 
cpuld cry ... until 
then, death had 
stayed away from 
my vicinity’ 


, bat he was the one I thought about, 
worried about, read about, was both 
bewildered and- delighted by. and 
the only one whose records I stiD 
bought. 

1 lived in hope that despite the 
disappearances, the drugs and the 
..drink and occasionally attempting to 
wear, a tampon on his head in an 
American night-club, my secret 
older brother might one day grow 
up; 1 never thought that he would 
never grow old. 

It would be gauche to admit this 
at dinner parties, perhaps, but J 
guess all of us know esactiywherewe 
were and what we were doing when 


we heard the worst news of all about 
someone "Tamo us "we had known or 
admired, loved or even bated. 

_ When I first heard that President 
Kennedy had been assassinated I was 
at the Cavern Chib (“Home of the 
Beatles") in LiverpooL Eric More- 
cambe? Outside our house, in 
reverse gear, parking the car, listen- 
ing to the news on Radio 1 and wist- 
fully wishing to reverse for ever and 
ever. Elvis Presley? I opened our 
front door one morning and my big 
teddy-boy cousin fell into 
my arns in a mess of tears. 
Albert Goldman, the deeply 
vDc and grotesque biogra- 
pher of both Presley and 
Lennon? I laughed out loud 
and went to the off-licence. 

John Lennon? Oh well 
Oh dear. For the first and 
only time that I can recall, 
I woke up at three in the 
morning and went up to the 
attic to stare at my type- 
writer. I am accustomed to 
working at that time - as I 
write this it is 4.55am - but 
usually I would not have 
been to bed in between the 
thought and the process. 

Relax. There was no pre- 
monition. Relax. I was not 
the walrus in my dreams, 
and “In My Life" was not 
on the stereo. Lennon did not visit 
me upon a flaming pie. I was merely 
deeply worried about Act One, 
Scene Three. 

So I soldiered on, armed only 
with tannin and nicotine, vaguely 
aware that my wife eventually woke 
and began to prepare our children 
for school. Just before eight o’clock 
1 beard a wild, shocked and shock- 
ing scream from two floors beneath 
me. Convinced of a domestic acci- 
dent, I hurtled down the stairs to 
be met on the landing by my wife 
as she blurted out the already bro- 
kenhearted news that John Lennon 
had been shot to death in New 
York City. 

I cried like I did not know that 1 
could ciy. I learnt later, when my 
mother died and our eldest boy was 
ill, that I could cry some more, but 
those are other stories. For, until 
then, death bad stayed away from 
my vicinity since my grandmother 
died when I was seven. Maybe I had 
been saving it all up, to use it so ludi- 
crously on this man whom I had, of 
course, not met, who was no doubt 
seriously flawed and certainty fataL 
I would, naturally, refuse to admit 
this at dinner parties, in public or in 



print, but 1 ended up laicr that long 
day and night spitting in crazed, 
impotent rage upon the first pub- 
lished picture of Lennon's mur- 
derer, Mark Chapman, in the local 
evening newspaper. 

I will gladly leave it to others 
more cold and qualified than 1 am 
to explain why Lennon meant so 
much to so many total strangers. 1 
do know that it is terribly easy to be 
sardonic and sneer at that muddled 
man -and at people like me who 
loved him from a distance. Yet still 
I do not realty understand why it is 
that right now, all of 15 years later, 
at dawn's feeble attempt to turn to 
daylight. 1 still find myself wearing 
my handkerchief on my sleeve. 

You may recall that on the Sun- 
day following Lennon's death, thou- 
sands upon thousands of people 
congregated on the steps of the St 
George’s Hall in Liverpool to pay 
tribute and homage. I was asked to 
go. but I was suspicious of some of 
the motives and also I did not want 
to Daunt my mourning as nakedly as 
I now seem to be doing. 

However, a good friend of mine 
and his wife were there for the final 
massed chorus of “Imagine", which 
accidentally coincided with the Sun- 
day licensing hours. They joined the 
people who flooded into the near- 
est public house, a sawdust place 
that was not best prepared to be a 
barstool in history. 

In the far comer sat an elderly 
man much accustomed to solitary 
drinking. He may or may not have 
been nursing that night’s first pint 
of Guinness and a packet of Wood- 
bines, but he was certainty bewil- 
dered by the succession of people 
who wailed into the bar sobbing and 
mumbling the mantra: “John is 
Dead". 

Finally, this man in the far comer 
of the pub turned to my friend's wife 
and asked her what this was all 
about. Emotional, but not tired, she 
told him through her tears that it 
was because of John Lennon. John 
Lennon was dead. 

The man in the comer thought 
about this information for a time 
and then turned to her and said “All 
this because of John Lennon? Fuck- 
ing hell. girl, can you imagine the 
scenes when Ken Dodd goes?" 

Lennon would have loved that. 1 
would have loved it a lot more if it 
had not been about John Lennon - 
that, older brother 1 never had. I still 
cannot quite believe he is not still 
here, getting it all right and getting 
it all wrong. 


Engr. Inu, do you take me for a fool? 


'T’he letter is postmarked Lagos; it is addressed 
JL to me as Greer Gennaipe, care ofmy agent. 
Nothing tmusoaj in thaL The address can be 
found in any reasonably good reference library, 
even in . Lagos, I imagine- No. need to get ner- 
vous or , imagine that somebody has sold my 
details to a bteckbfrrifog or white-slaving ring. 

I should not divulge the contents of a letter 
sent to me in confidence, 1 know, but confidence 
is the name of this Nigerian’s game, confidence 
trickery, and Ireckon it is time you were told. 

The letter purports to com a from “Engr. Inu . 
Mustapha”. Engx does not in this case, stand 
for “engraved by” bot fOT ‘‘Engineer" - J think. 
Fn gr inu writes, or ratbef prints out, as foflows: 

“Sir,"- not toe best begtnhm& you will agree 
- then under, m capitals, ^x^uesOJor uigen t busi- 
ness partnership". “First, ! must solicit your 
strictest confidence in this transaction^ This is by 
virtue of its nature as befog utterly confidential 
and ‘top secret’.” (AlasfEngr. Inu, a little: more 
research toiglht have revea^toat^v^ about 
to send your secret missive to a journalist who 
is also that leakiest of vessels, awoman.) “You 
have been recommended by an associate who 

assured me in confidence ofyourabSify and reli- 
ability to prosecute a transaction of greatmag 1 
nirude involving a pending business tran sactio n 
requiring maximum c o n fidence”. In fewer words, 
“Someone tells me you are devious, greedy and 

stupid, with delusions of grandeur." 

It is only proper at this pomt that I confess to 
a slight anti-Nigerian bias, not because a Niger- 


ian dictator has recently offed a 
number of dissidents, which 
included a writer - such misfor- 
tunes can befall the nicest of 
countries - but because 1 once 
came upon a large Nigerian 
youth bawling his eyes, out by 
Lancaster Gate Tbbe station. He 
told me be bad missed the bus 
laid on by his college to take him • 
back to Darlington and had no 
money to get home and no idea how to get there. 
Amid tearful protestations of eternal gratitude 
he had showed me an identity card and assured 
me that I should write to his parents, who were 
hi gh -ranking officials in Nigeria, and they would 
not only refund any money I should give him but 
reward me handsomely for my noble behaviour. 

1 , imagining h»m to be a human befog more or 
less like myself, assured him that this would nor 
be necessary. As I was on my way to Covent Gar- 
den, it was easy to take him in my taxi and drop 
him at Eng’s Cross with £20 for the expenses of 
his journey. X wrote my name and address on a 
card so that he could return toe money, which of 
course he never did Now 2 come to think of iL 
Jie probabty wasn't at college anywhere, least of 
all fo Darlington, and toe people whose names 
he was bandying about probably didn’t exist. 

Eagr. Inn’s ing ratiations continue: “We are 
top officials of. the Federal Contract Review 
Rand who are interested in importation of goods 
into oar country with funds that are presently 


trapped in Nigeria. In order 
to commence this business we 
solicit your assistance to 
enable us to transfer into 
your account toe said trapped 
funds. The source of this fund 
is as follows: during toe last 
Interim Regime here in Nige- 
ria, the Government Officials 
set up companies and 
awarded themselves contracts 
which were grossly over-invoiced in various min- 
istries. The present Military Government set up 
a Contract Review Panel and we have identified 
a lot of inflated contract funds which are 
presently floating in the Central Bank of Nige- 
ria ready for payment. However, by virtue of our 
position as civil servants and members of this 
panel, we cannot acquire this money in our 
names. I have therefore, been delegated as a 
matter of trust by my colleagues of the panel to 
look for an overseas partner into whose account 
we would transfer the sum of US$21320.000.00 
(Twenty One Million, Three Hundred and 
TWecty Thousand US Dollars). Hence we are 
writing you this letter. 

“We have agreed to share the money thus: 20 
per cent for the account owner (you) 70 per cent 
for us (the officials) 10 per cent to be used in 
settling taxation and all local and foreign 
expenses. It is from toe 70 per cent that we wish 
to commence the importation business. Please, 
note that this transaction is 100 per cent safe and 
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we hope to commence the transfer latest 7 
(seven) banking days from toe date of toe receipt 
of toe following information by Fax: 234-1- 
4974907, Tel/Fax: 234-90-407309 your Banker's 
name, company's name, address. Account num- 
ber and fax number." 

I, who bank at a 17lh-cemuiy institution 
where clients arc escorted imo (he banking hall 
by an imposing gentleman dressed as if Beau 
Brummel had died but yesterday, did not know 
whether to laugh or cry at all of (his. The notion 
of delivering up my cosseted account to be 
siphoned off by these blackguards was not so 
much preposterous as sacrilegious. 

Nobody who docs what I do and works as hard 
as I do is interested in getting rich quick: even 
my lottery ticket is bought, when I can remem- 
ber to buy it at all. in the name of my college. 1 
once had a dream about becoming a millionaire 
and spent the whole night t/ving to work out 
what to do with my million, which turned into 
a million yards of red silk and was used to mop 
up toe blood of slaughtered elephants, to my (in 
the dream) entire satisfaction. 

Poor Engr. Inu had no way of knowing how 
wide of the mark his net had been thrown. Bui 
I have heard that the people who masquerade 
behind such masks as Engr. lnu's have made 
money out of gullible Englanders, who realty did 
expect barrowloads of hard currency to be shov- 
elled into their accounts from a country that 
clearly has squandered its vast assets and its con- 
siderable credit in ways not wildly dissimilar. 


by Tony Reeve and Steve Way 
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LOTS ROfiD GALLERIES 

Chelsea 


KtlRiSVlttA* 

AUCTIONS 

" Many original and affordable gift ideas' 

Monday 11 December 

2pm MODERN & REPRODUCTION 
FURNISHINGS (320 lots) 
to include affordable 

Prints, Mirrors, Glassware, 
Decorative Lighting & Designer Furniture 
4 Eames style swivel chairs, Le Corbusier leather 
Sofia & 2 Armchairs 

6 pm SELECTED ANTIQUES to include 
RUSSIAN ART (150 lots) 

An impressive collection of 150 paintings with 
estimates starting from £100 

CHRISTMAS DECORATIVE ITEMS (100 lots) 

to include Paintings, Dinner Services, 

Silver Candlesticks, Mirrors & Needleworks 

ANTIQUE FURNITURE (ISO lots) 

View 10*4 Fri, Sat, Sun and Mon 

Free Catalogue & Jan '96 subscription 
with this advertisement 

71 Lots Road, Chelsea SW1 
Enquiries; 0171 351 7771 
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IX BRIEF 


High street sales dampen rate cut hopes 

Stronger high street activity than expected from the Confeder- 
ation of British Industry's distributive trades survey helped to 
dampen hopes of an early cut in interest rates. The evidence of 
an upturn for retailers combined with Eddie George’s remarks 
to the Treasury Select Committee - widely interpreted as hint- 
ing that he would oppose a cut in rates when he meets the Chan- 
cellor next Wednesday - to push gilts down by half a point. 

Retail sales volumes were up m November compared with 
a year ago, the CBI said. Hie balance of retailers who said sales 
were up rather than down jumped to 23 percent compared with 
16 per cent in October. The CBI said it represented the largest 
rise in sales since April. 

Warning from Blue Circle 

Blue Circle warned yesterday that its 1995 figures would be hit 
by a £6 5m provision to restructure its heating and bathrooms 
businesses, together with the underperforming home products 
l division. The impact of the exceptional charge shouldbe miti- 
gated, however, by a one-off £55m profit from the sale of the 
company's landfill operation. The creation of “centres of ex- 
cellence" for its different boiler and radiator products in the UK, 
France and Germany follows a review announced in Septem- 
ber and the departure of Charles Young, the division’s £193,000- 
a-year chief executive. 

Investment column, page 26 

Salomon cuts back in Asia 

Salomon Brothers, the US investment bank, has cut 50 jobs in 
its Hong Kong office, and further positions throughout the Asia- 
Pacific region. Asian markets have performed badly in dollar 
terms this year, in contrast to strong earnings from the US market. 

Brittan warns against EMU complacency 

Sir Leon Brittan. vice-president of the European Commission, 
said there was a “dangerous state of complacency” in the City 
about European Monetary Union and the far-reaching effects 
it would have. Giving the inaugural Uffc City lecture. Sir Leon 
said: “EMU will be, whether you like it or not, a factor in your 
competitiveness equation and given the importance of the City 
to the UK economy' as a whole, this is something that should 
weigh with us when we come to make the decision about whether 
and when to join.” 

Compass points upward 

Compass, the contract catering company, boosted pre-tax prof- 
its by 31 per cent to £73 2m in the year to 1 October. Turnover 
climbed 64 per cent to £L51bn. and the dividend was increased 
13 per cent to 7.6p. Shares rose 3.5p to 45G.5p. 

Matra Marconi wins satellite order 

Matra Marconi, the joint venture owned by GEC and Lagardere, 
has won a £100m order for satellites from the UK Ministry of 
Defence. The order adds to an existing £200m contract. 

Investment column, page 26 

French crisis ‘threatens single currency 1 

The chief economist of Deutsche Bank has admitted that the 
worsening French crisis could destroy the dream of a European 
single currency because of instability in France and deepening 
doubts in Germany. 


Ac 



ROGER TRAPP and 
JOHN W1LLCOCK 

About 10,000 accountants are 
poised to protect themselves 
from damaging legal actions 
that have the potential to 
bankrupt them. 

Price Whierbouse and Ernst 
& Young, which each have 
□early 400 partners and about 
4,000 other professional staff, 
are widely expected to an- 
nounce next week that they 
have opted to follow the lead of 
American firms and set them- 
selves up a$ limited liability 
partnerships. 

This will mean legally regis- 
tering their operations off- 
shore. Under British law 
partners are oafy allowed to lim- 
it their liability if they take no 
part in running the business. 

Accelerating the changes was 


Labour MPs 
break ranks 
on Murdoch 


CHRIS BLACKHURST 

Westminster Correspondent 

Labour MBs have broken ranks 
with the party hierarchy by com- 
ing out to condemn the Byzan- 
tine tax avoidance arrangements 
of Rupert Murdoch’s News 
International. 

When the Independent 
revealed last week that over the 
last decade News Internation- 
al made nearly £lbn in profits 
but paid just £11.74m in tax, 
Labour said nothing. The par- 
ty that is usually quick to con- 
demn City “fat cats" and 
corporate excess maintained a 
stony sflence. 

Even the fact that News In- 
ternational, which owns the 
Sun and Tones newspapers, 
paid no tax on profits of £77 9m 
in its last financial year, was not 
enough to stir Labour: Alistair 
Darling, the party's City 
spokesman, brushed aside the 
party's apparent lack of inter- 
est, explaining that “you must 
never design a tax system to get 
at one person. It is a matter of 
fundamental principle’’. 

Cymes pointed to the grow- 
ing rapprochement between 
Mr Murdoch and a Labour 
leadership anxious to ensure 
that the media baron’s titles do 
not exhibztthe same hostility in 
the general election as they 
didin 1992. The Sun has always 
boasted that it was the paper 
“wot won it" for the lones. 

The two sides’ courtship has 
seen Mr Blair speak at an in- 
ternal conference for senior 
executives of Mr Murdoch's 
empire in Australia, where the 
Labour leader was roundly 


praised by his host. When News 
International’s Today newspa- 
per dosed, Mr Blair penned an 
article exhorting its readers to 
switch to its Sun stablemate. 

However, following fresh dis- 
closures in the Independent 
that deals in three of News In- 
ternational’s obscure “ financ e" 
companies had produced prof- 
its of £340m in the year to June 
1994 but attracted no tax, some 
Labour MPs have read enough. 

A Commons early-day mo- 
tion tabled by Harry Cohea, MP 
for Leyton, and supported by 
nine of his colleagues, register 
“dismay” at only £11. 74m going 
to the Inland Revenue in the last 
10 years, “notes that this 
represents a rate of 12 percent; 
when corporation tax is set at 
33 per cent — and moist com- 
panies, including News In- 
ternational's competitors, pay 
over 20 per cent.” 

The motion says: “This 
House _ considers that News 
International have abused tax 
avoidance arrangements by 
amongst other complex trans- 
actions using letter-box com- 
panies in off-shore tax havens, 
and calls upon die Chancellor 
and the courts to dose these 
loopholes." 

Its signatories are predomi- 
nantly, but by no meais all, from 
the left-wing Campaign Group 
of MPs. They include Tony 
Banks, Jeremy Corbyn, Ken 
Livingstone, Eddie Loyden and 
Dennis Simmer. However, they 
are joined by non-Campaign 
members Maria Fyfe, Gerry 
Steinberg and Mike HalL Mr 
Hall sits on the influential Pub- 
lic Accounts Committee. 
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■the High Court decision on 
Wednesday against Binder 
Hamlyn, whose 150 partners 
face ruin from a £105m bill for 


mg the derision, but the judg- 
ment has set the rest of the 
industry running for cover. 

Setting up on the other side 
of die Atlantic is not considered 
practical since -in the words of 
one senior partner - a court is 
likely to consider an audit firm 
operating in the UK as subject 
to UK law. But there is intense 
speculation that the firms may 
be p lanning to re gis ter them- 
selves in an offshore finan cial 
centre doser to Britain, such as 
Liechtenstein, the Channel 
Islands or the Isle of Man. 

The expected move follows 
KPMG’s announcement earli- 
er this year that it is incorpo- 
rating its audit arm in an effort 
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to give itself greater protection 
from spiralling negligence 
claims. It means that, with 
Coopers & Lybrand, the UK’s 
largest firm, also considering 
some form of incorporation, 
most of the leading six firms are 
likely to have ceased to be con- 


ventional partnerships by this 
time next year. As a worldwide 
organisation, Arthur Andersen 
is understood to be in a more 
complex position but consider- 
ing its options, while Ibuche 
Ross has consistently stated its 
opposition to abandoning part- 


nership. status' — although in- 
siders suspect it maybe looking 
. at protecting itself. 

Ian Brindle, senior partner of 
Price Werbouse, which with 
E&Ysfacinga S3bn daim over 
BCCL recently toldan “alum- 
ni" dinner of former Rice Wt- 
terhouse people, that the 
pioneeringracorporation plan 
of .KPMG did not go far 
enough. KPMG is to tom part 
of its auditing business into a 
limited-liability company, but 
this would caver audits only of 
its biggest clients. 

MrBrindle argued that this 
did not give a complete answer 
to the potential threalof bank- 
ruptcy facing partners in Big Six 
accounting Anns from the many 
huge lawsuits on both sides of 
the Atlantic He suggested that 
PW would soon have a more 
comprehensive scheme. 


Observers believe this could 
cover the whole audit business, 
the largest part of die firm: 
Alternatively, it could include 
the entire firm, embracing tax, 
consultancy and corporate-fi- 
nance woric. Partners have been 
unwilling to turn their opera- 
tions into limited companies be- 
cause they would lose the tax 
and other advantages. 

The chinas have become such 
a problem that the profession 
is pressing for reform of the law 
of joint and several liability, un- 
der which an accountant can 
bear the total loss resulting 

from a corporate collapse. Be- 
cause this would take such a 
long time to achieve, the pro- 
fession is also campaigning for 
a halfway house' - - changing 
section 310 of the Companies 
Act 1985, in order to limit 
auditors’ liability. 



Executive pool (left to right): Leonard van Geest, Littlewoods chairman, acting group mana^og director Bill Hartley, and 
finance director Jim MJchie at yesterday's egm in which the £12bn bid from ex-chief executive Barry Dale was voted out 
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NIGEL COPE 


The Moores family re-exerted 
its grip on the Littlewoods em- 
pire yesterday when it voted 
against a £1.2bn offer for the 
company from its former chief 
executive, Bany Dale. 

At an emergency meeting 
held on an icy day in Liverpool, 
the 32 family shareholders vot- 
ed not to open the company's 
books to Mr Dale. 

The family also overturned 
a resolution, that would have en- 
couoraged other bidders to 
come forward. 


- Board members $oted by an 
overwhelming majority to dis- 
courage any other offers, and 
urged them to be withdrawn in 
order to end uncertainty. 

littlewoods’ chairman, 
Leonard van Geest, said after 
the meeting: “The outcome of 
the meeting shows that share- 
holders have strongly support- 
ed the board’s advice to reject 
the Bidco [Barry Dale] ap- 
proach. 

“The voting at today's meet- 
ing also clearly shows that 
shareholders have no immedi- 
ate intention that the company 


should be sold. The boarduow 
expects other potential offerers 
W recognise the wishes of share- 
holders and not prokmg the pe- 
riod of uncertainty generated by 
Bidco’s approach.” 
Commenting on the defeat, 
Mr Dale said: “The resalt was 
not surprising but we remain ac- 
tively interested and we’ll see 
what happens.” 

The vote is also a blow to Sir 
David Alliance’s £Llbn offer fin 1 
the group, which he made in 
conjunction with Iceland, the 
frozen food retailer. 

It was a tense day on Mersey- 


side, where the company is one 
of the most prominent em- 
ployers. As the crunch meeting 
was going on in the sixth-floor 
boardroom it was business as 
usual at Littlewoods’ 15-storey 
HQ. Hundreds of vistois came 
and went at the stainless steel 
and blue gjass monolith. 

Mr ’Vhn Geest would not 
rule out a stock market flotation 
but said the family would com- 
plete a review of options. “We 
are talking about some very im- 
portant issues," he said. “Let’s 
not rush them and let’s not tiy 
and pat a time scale on it” 


T&N awaits 
$ 185 m ruling 


Allied Irish Banks 
buys Govett arm 


MAGNUS GHMOND 


JOHN W1LLCOCK 

Financial Correspondent 

Allied Irish Banks has agreed 
to buy John Govett Group 
from Govett & Co for £101m, 
making the bank the largest 
Irish fund manager. 

AIB takes 75 per cent of the 
equity and will eventually con- 
centrate all its existing fund 
management in the new com- 
pany - John Govett Holdings. 
The management team at John 
Govett gels a 20 per cent stake 
and Govett Oriental Invest- 
ment Thist will take the 
remaining 5 per cent. 

While John Govett is well 
known for its unit and invest- 
ment trusts, as well as opera- 
tions in the far East, its parent 
has been troubled by a series of 


law suits in the US. Yesterday, 
Govett renamed itself London 
Pacific Group, and said it was 
retaining its London quote de- 
spite doing most of its business 
in New York. 

Analysts thought the price 
AIB pard for John Govett was 
cheap on a historic price earn- 
ings ratio of 10.7. The price also 
represented 3.4 per cent of the 
£3bn in fends under manage- 
ment This compares with 15.4 
times and 42 per cent respec- 
tively for Commerzbank’s ac- 
qusition this year of Jupiter 
TyndalL 

Analysts warned, however, 
that John Govett’s margins 
could be eroded, thus hitting 
earnings. AJB’s shares slipped 
lp to 365p while Govett’s put 
on 22p to 242p. 


An asbestosis daim for J 185m 
(£116m) against T&N, the UK 
automotive engineering group, 
was last night hanging on the 
■ judgment of a US jury. 

The case b one of the biggest, 
dating bade to the days when, 
as Turner & NewalL, the com- 
pany was the world’s biggest 
supplier of asbestos. It involves 
material installed in 1959 in the 
60-storey Chase Manhattan 
Plaza, the New York head- 
quarters of the bank of the same 
! name. 

i In what is likely to be taken 
as a precedent for other cases, 
tbe jury was sent, out at midday 
on Wednesday and was still 
deliberating when the court re- 
convened early yesterday. But 

the shares bounced lOp to 130p 
on optimism that T&N may not 
have to pay the full amount af- 
ter a much larger daim was set- 
tled ata fraction of the previous 
estimated Liability. 

A $600m suit brought against 
37 defendants, inducting T&N, 


has resulted in tbe UK group 
settling for £6 .5m, against ear- 
lier estimates that it might have 
to pay up to $50m. Tbe Port Au- 
thority of New York and New 
Jersey had brought Che case over 
asbestos installed- in the three 
New York airports undo: its 
control and its headquarters in 
the World Trade Center. 

In the Chase M anhattan 

S75m in damages and a further 
$1 10m in punitive damages are 
being sought. The bank has 
claimed that T&N knew or 
should have known that the 

S iduct was dangerous and 
ed to warn tbe occupants, ha- 
lts defence, tbe British company 
argued that Chase had given as- 
surances to employees, cus- 
tomers and clients that the 
b uilding, which remains in use, 
was safe. 

- Shares in T&N have slumped 
from a high of 260p in 1994 af- 
ter it stunned the market a year 

ago by announcing it wnuM tv» 

forced to make an additional 
£l00m provision to cover as- 
bestosis claims. • 


BREITLING 



Merger speculation lifts GUS 



Moving In' at GUS: Lord 
Wolfson of Sunningdate 


Ahnost £200m was added to the 
stock market value of Great 
Universal Stores yesterday as 
board changes at Britain’s 
largest mail-order company 
triggered speculation that it 
was posed to merge with the 
retailing house Next, writes 
Nigel Cope. 

Sparking the excitement was 
the announcement that Lord. 
Wolfson of Marylebone, who is 
68, win step dawn as chairman 
of GUS next summer and be 
sicoeeded by his cousin. Lord 
Wolfeon of Sunnmgdate, who is 
currently chairman of Next. 

GUS*s deputy' chairman, 


Richard Pugh, moved swiftly to 
dampen merger hopes. He said 
last nighc have no present 

interest in any merger. I can’t 
see a neat advantage in iL” 

GUS shares dosed lgphigh- 
er at 632p. Nonuse 5p to 449p. 

Lord wolfson of Sunning- 
dale’s appointment was wel- 
comed in the City, which has 
become frustrated by the lack 
of openness and caution at 
GUS. One analyst said: "It is 
brilliant news. 'Hie mail order 
business needs to be mod- 
ernised and it is good that they 
have got someone who hasa his- 
tory of turning thing s round.” 


With the chief executive, 
David Jones; Lord Wolfson has 
overseen a dramatic revival at 
Next on the brink of collapse 
a few years ago. 5t is now one 

of the best-perfo rming retailers. 

He wifl become deputy chair- 
man of GUS next April and 
chairman in September. He 
will stay on the Next board as 
non-executive c hairman 

GUS announced healthy 
profits yesterday, boosted by a 
good performance from 
Burberry. Pre-tax profits for 
the six months to September 
were up 5 per cent to £J37m. 
Sales were up slightly at £L2bn. 
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V\udlt fees are not as 
poor as most 
accountants would 
have you believe, but 
for many partners 

they no longer justify 
the rtsK of being held 
liable for somebody 
else’s cock-ups' .. 


T^bffiPSOs madethe business of auditing, 
X newer particularly respected outside the 

S^™“ ota ^t^.im°apositively 
Reputable one. Rightly or wrongly, audi- 
tosw^hehipaitfyresponsa^e for the spate 
of frandidenr insolvencies that began toroD 
10 mid-im onwaids.- 

Wlty didn't the auditors spot the prob- 

hnoric tt wiMtktA \ - . 


seek an escape route from retribution 



_ _ — - — . — - ;***«“• «y pay these peo- 

ple tor if not to give fair warning that all is 
not as itseems,-was the general thrust of the 
cn&asra? The legacy > a string of legal 
actions for alleged negligence, some of 
them of gigantic proportions. ; 

In the hunt for retribution and compen- 
sation, auditors are a soft an d easy target. 
-Th® ISO former and current partners of 
Binder Hamlynwho face financial ruin fol- 
lowing a £105m High Court judgment may 
have captured headlines, but the amount is 
a flea-bite compared with others wailing in 

the wines. The scram Mr amort a Kia f?r*mc 


•. wau* uujua namug ili 

the wings. The scramble among big Anns 
toward^ the haven of limited liability rein- 


^ xuiwii Vi Iiinu &u uouuiiy 1 cm- 

forces the impresston of highly-paid pro- 
fessionals attempting to wriggle out of their 
oHigations. Always there when lucrative fees 
are in die offing, however disreputable the 
client, ft is hard to see these people for dost 
once the balfoon goes up. In some cases the 
audit finns are doubly open to criticism since 
by association they lend credibility and 
respectability to those'who might otherwise 
be considered suspect . 


While all this is fair enough comment, 
however, it is equally reasonable for the big 
Anns fo sedc w^ cf limiting exposure to the 
“nuclear" claim. The partnership structure, 
in this country at least, positively attracts the 


of damages is so large - not only the assets 
of the firm can be claimed, but those of any 
employee with partnership status, too. Audit 
fees are not as poor as most accountants 
would have you believe, but for many part- 
nets they no longer justify the risk of being 
held liable for somebody else’s cock-ups. 

Limiting the liability without surrending 
the considerable tax benefits of partnership 
is a far from easy thing, however. In other 


countries, such as the US, partnerships can 
have their cake and eat it; they can keep the 


tax and other benefits of partnership and 
limit their liability at the same time. One 
solution, therefore, is to go offshore. As 
KPMG appears to have acknowledged in 
rejecting it, the problem with this approach 
is that it looks suspicious. 

Though some territories such as the 
Channel Islands and the Isle of Man have 
long had their arrangements accepted by the 
British courts, it is difficult to escape the view 
that taking this step looks like running away. 
Even those now understood to be consid- 
ering such an approach are keen to point out 
that they want none of the tax advantages 
associated with such havens for fear that 
would diminish their standing. Further- 
more, it is by no means dear the British 


courts would in practice accept such a cos- ; 
mctic limit on liability. 

Reform of (he law of joint and several lia- 
bility to allow limited partnership is the obvi- 1 
ous long-term solution, but whether sym- . 
pathy for the plight of accountants and 
lawyers is sufficient to create the parlia- , 
mentary time for it seems open to question. 
In the meantime, accountants need to do far 
more to rehabilitate the whole process of 
audit. Public expectations of what auditors 
do and what can be expected of them may 
be unrealistically high, but by the same 
count, past failures are so dramatic that the 
scope for improvement must still be con- 
siderable. If accountants are to gel the priv- 
ilege of limited liability, they should also be 
willing to take on boanj the extra burden of 
ensuring that companies have adequate 
internal controls - a Cadbury recommen- 
dation which most auditors' are resisting 
fiercely. 


For Lord Wolfson 
read Lord Wolfson 


O n the face of iu the management suc- 
cession announced yesterday by Great 
Universal Stores was just what you would ex- 
pect from a family business. One Lord Wolf- 
son. 68, steps down as chairman. Another 
Lord Wolfson (his 59-year-old cousin j steps 
up to take over the family firm. Surely this 
is a classic example of a fuddy-duddy, nepo- 


tist ic business dynasty ignoring the needs and 
wishes of external shareholders and looking 
art cr its own 7 Not quite. 

While it Ls true that the board did not 
exactly scour the globe for an external can- 
didate and says it voted unanimously lor 
Wolfson. there are a number of things that 
make this case different. First GUS has done 
well to keep the business in the family this 
long. Many business dynasties founder when 
they reach the third generation as they run 
out of plausible candidates to run the com- 
pany. Younger members have different 
agendas, or want to cash in their slake. One 
need look no further than the strife-ridden 
Link-woods for an example of what can go 
wrong. 

Apsrcy's. the jeweller, has also fallen out 
of family control after 200 years. Pilkingion 
is no longer, run by a Pilkingion. Salisbury's 
is a rare example of a large public company 
that has flourished under family ownership, 
though it. too, has had problems recently. 
The remarkable thing about GUS. founded 
in the early pan of the century, is that it has 
lumbered *on quite nicely and in its latest 
Lord Wolfson has found a third generation 
who is. if anything, more highly regarded 
than b is predecessors. 

Lord Wolfson of Sunniogdale to give him 
his full title, is clearly not the family duffer. 
He spent IS years at GUS and became chair- 
man of its key mail-order business before 
leaving in 197$. He was later chief of staff 
at the political office of 10 Downing Street 


for six years. More recently he has overseen 
the recove ty of Next, the once stricken high 
street retailer where be is chairman. 

He is also a more open. City-friendly type. 
You never know, shareholders might actu- 
ally find out what Ls going on in this notori- 
ously uncommunicative company once he 
gets into the chair. His appomlment could 
also mark a change of direction for GUS. 

Under Sir Isaac who bought a controlling 
stake in the company in the 1930s. GUS was 
an aggressive takeover operator. Under the 
current chairman it has been a more cautious 
animal, edging up profits each year and 
squirreling away a £lbn cash pile. It has also 
ignored the City, only recently bowing to 
pressure to enfranchise its non-voting shares. 
Remarkably, its Grsl analysts meeting was 
just three years ago and even then told the 

audience precious lillle. 

Tilings could be about to change. 


Cryptic George 
keeps City guessing 


A ttempting to reading meaning into what 
Eddie George says seems to have be- 
come the latest version of KremlinoJogy. It 
should perhaps be called Bankology. 
Whether his comments to the Treasury and 
Civil Service Select Committee means he is 
going to oppose a base rale cut at his meet- 
ing with the Chancellor next week is still any- 
one’s guess, however. 



RAUL WALLACE 

and JOHN EISENHAMMER 


The Bank of England came un- 
der renewed attack, yesterday 
over its handling of the Barings 
affair from the influential Ttea- 
sury Select Committee. 

Highlighting concerns about 
weaknesses exposed in die 
Bank’s supervisor!, the com- 
mittee said it intended to re- 
open its Barings inquiry in the 
newyear. This is exposed to in- 
volve calling some of the most 
senior former. Barings’ execu- 
tives to give evidence^ 

Sir Thomas Arnold, the Con- 
servative chairman of Lb e select 
committee, said the investiga- 
tion would foens on the “the ap- 
parent discrepancy” between 
the fmd^^ tf the Singapore in- 
vestigation imo Barings and the 
one conducted by the Bank of 
England's Board of Banking 
Supervision. 

in a hard-hitting statement to 
Eddie George, Governor of 
the Bank of England, who was 
giving evidence to the commit- 
tee on the Budget, Sir Thomas 
said: “We are concerned that 
the Bank has allowed some in- 
stitutions to operate within an 
‘informal 1 control system and 
taken at face value management 
platitudes about thesourcesaf 
their profit without the rigorous 
scrutiny we believe necessary.” 

He reiterated the commit- 
tee’s view flat the improvement 
it wished to see in banking su- 
pervision might require strip- 
ping the Bank of England of its 
siqjervisotyre^xmsibilitiesand 
the establishment of “a new, 
separate body with enhanced 
powers and a more thorough 
approach to its work.” ■ 

Eddie George said be how 
regretted tiring foe 'w o r d 
'•witchhunt” in -foe ^previous - 
hearing over the summer. He 
said the Bank would be. pro- 
ducing a report to foe Board of 
Banking Supervision before 
the end of theyear outlining the 7 
actions already taken to tin-; 
plement foe 17 recommenda- 
tions set out in the report. 
Arthur Andersen, the man- 
agement consultant, has been 
called in tty the Bank to suggest 

ways of improving its supervi- 
sory systems. 


Sir Thomas expressed foe 
committee’s concern that 
“while the Board of Banking 
Supervision report into foe 
codapse ofBarings was content 
to criticise senior Barings man- 
agers for failing to . establish 
effective controls, the report of 
. foe ; Singapore -authorities 
appears to . go much further 
ana suggestscertain managers 
. ntity have covered up for Mr. 
Leeson"^. a’ ■ 


1 The Singapore reports par- 
ticularly critical of foe role 


by -Peter . Norris, foe 
bead of Barfogs Invest- 
ment banking, accusing him of 
covering up vital warning signs 
that migh t have prevented the 
<x>Ilapse of foe bank under 
nearly £9Q0m of Nick Leeson’s 
derivatives trading Josses. 

• Sir Thomas said this was “a 
far my .from blaming the 
d£b£de on the activities of one 
sofe rogue trader.” Some 23 for- 
mer Baring exeaitives are cur- 
rently Qoderitnestigationby the 
Securities and Futures Auth- 
ority, the CSty watchdog. 

Peter Baring, former chair- 
man, Andrew Hickey, former 
deputy chairman who is stHl 
working at Barings as a con- 
sultant, and Mr Norris are ex- 
pected to head the list of those 
called before foe committee. 
Ttnswouldbe thefts* ttine.tbey 
have given evidence in public 
about the crash. 

But legal sources last night 
cast doubt on whether some of 
foe executives would appear 
voluntarily. The committee 
would then have to ask the 
House to summon foe execu- 
tives to appear before it. 

Early last month. Sir Thomas 
called for a Barliamentaiy de- 
bate on foe Barings crash and 
the Bank of England's role. It 
appears that the Government 
has not found time for foe de- 
bate, and this harpersuaded the 
Treasury c o m mi ttee to intensi- 
fy.its inquiry. 

7, Sir Thomas also drew atten- 
tion to foe fact that the Singa- 
pore report had, in a venomous 
six-page appendix, complained 
■foatlts investigators in London 
had faced a lack of co-opera-', 
tion, and m some cases delib- 
erate obstruction, by foe Bank- 
crf England 



Andrew Thomas, Greenalls' chairman and chief executive (left), mid Peter Greenall, managing director, yesterday announced that profits have passed 
£100m for the first time. Analysts believe GreenaBs shares could become a constituent of the FT-SE 100 index next year. The company’s market value 
has almost quadrupled to nearly £1.6bn since it pulled out of brewing six years ago to concentrate on pub retailing and leisure activities. Profits in 
the year to 29 September rose from £75m to £100.5m. Investment Column, page 26 Photograph: Edward Webb 


Mr Martin Landau 
- apology 


In the item “Gowrie gels his 
teeth into the property world" 
in the City Diary on 26 Octo- 
ber we referred to Mr Martin 
Landau, the Deputy Chairman 
of Development Securities Pic. 

We regret the item's sugges- 
tion that Mr Landau was to 
blame for the loss which the 
Church Commissioners suf- 
fered in connection with a spec- 
ulative development in Kent. 
We now accept that the sug- 
gestion was untrue and we apol- 
ogise to Mr Landau. 


‘Gambler’ 
holds 25% 
stake in 
Christies 


DAVID H ELDER 


Biotech thanks investors for staying 


MAGNUS GR1MOND 


Keith McOxUagh, chief execu- 
tive of British Biotech, yester- 
day thanked institutional 
investors for staying with the 
company over foe long term - 
just days after two of his board- 
room colleagues made a £3 -2m 


short-term profit . on share sales. 
McCulIz 


But Mr McCuUagh did not 
appear embarrassed by foe ac- 


tion of his fellow directors. He 
vigorously defended their ac- 
tions, denying that they showed 
any lack of commitment to the 
company. 

James Noble, finance direc- 
tor, made a profit of £1.7m and 
Peter Lewis, head of research 
and development, pocketed 
£l_5m on Monday when they 
sold shares resulting from the 
exercise of options. The move 


came after a 70 per cent jump 
in the shares following the re- 
lease of initial trial results for 
marimastaU one of the compa- 
ny's drugs. 

Now under development, the 
treatment could be a break- 
through in the treatment of can- 
cer. Mr McCuUagh suggested 
yesterday the drug could have 
a market worth £1.8bn. 

He said the board was “en- 


tirely comfortable” with the 
commitment of the two men in- 
volved in cashing in options. 
Both were highly talented 
individuals. 

“They are froth probably the 
most talented executives in 
their field today. It is in large 
pan due to them that we are in 
the strong position we are in to- 
day,” he said. Part of their re- 
muneration comes through a 


long-term share option scheme. 
Mr McCuUagh said at a brief- 
ing given fry the National As- 
sociation of Pension Funds. 

The scheme has been dis- 
cussed and approved by the two 
main institutional investor 
bodies, the NAPF and the 
Association of British Insurers, 
as well as being cleared by 
shareholders at annual gener- 
al meetings. 


. British Gas delay thwarted 


MARY FAGAN 
Industrial Correspondent 


Hie Government 
thwarted attempts by Britis 
Gas to delay competition in the 
domestic gas market, demand- 


ing that the industnr stick to a 
April t 


start date of 1 April next year. 

Tim Eggar, minister for en- 
ergy and industry, insisted at a 
meeting yesterday that British 
Gas and its rivals work together 
to resolve any potential prob- 
lems with computers or billing. 
One industry source who at- 
the talks* 


tended the talks said: “It was an 


extremely forcefully led meet- 
ing by Mr Eggar." 

It is understood that there 
may be rationing of the number 
of people who can transfer 
from British Gas per day in the 
initial stages, but only as a last 
resort. The Government may 
appoint a co-ordinator to ensure 
smooth progress in the run-up 
to the deadline. 

The key meeting was called 
by foe minister following con- 
cerns among British Gas’s com- 
petitors that the company was 
deliberately dragging its feet 
Q are Spottiswoode, foe indus- 


try watchdog. who also attend- 
ed the meeting, is also thought 
to have become irritated by the 
company’s attitude. 

The importance of the issue 
was underlined tty the decision 
of Cedric Browp, British Gas’s 
chief executive, to attend the 
meeting. He was accompanied 
by Harry Moulson, managing di- 
rector of the British Gas 
pipeline arm, Transco. Transco 
has argued that the systems re- 


quired to allow multiple com- 
xkei 


peritors into the marketplace 
needed more time for testing. 
Industry View, page 26 


Takeover nets duff £2.5m 


Algy Cluff. founder and chair- 
man of Cluff Resources, stands 
to gain £2-5 rn from shares and 
options following the launch by 
Ashanti Goldfields of an agreed 
bid for the goldmJning group, 
writes Mary Fagan. 

The proposed takeover, valu- 
ing Cluff Resources ut £80 m. 
ends weeks of speculation over 
the future of die company. 
Hutchison Whampoa of Hong 
Kong yesterday sold its 26.6 per 
cent stake to Ashanti for £2 1 m. 
Other big shareholders include 
Provident Mutual Life and 
Echo Bay of the US. 

Mr Cluff said: “It's sad to be 


mugged, but that is capitalism 
for you. It is very sad to lose in- 
dependence. having done so 
well after starling in what were 
very difficult circumstances.” 

He added: “They arc paying 
a fair price. The offer dearly vin- 
dicates the considerable effort 
we have invested in Africa over 
iheyears. ” 

The offer is one new Ashanti 
share for every 1 2 Cluff shares 
with a full cash alternative of 
105p. The price represents a 
premium of 14 per cent over the 
middle market value on 
Wednesday. Guff s shares rose 
I2p 10 104p. 


Joseph Lewis, the man who has 
taken his slake in Christies, the 
fine an auction house, to more 
than 25 per cent this week, is 
known to his friends as an 
enthusiastic gambler. “He just 
loves gambling. He’d bet on two 
flies climbing up a wall," one 
friend said yesterday. 

He is said to be a heavy 
investor in the currency mar- 
kets,. where he takes large spec- 
ulative positions and he is also 
said to be keen on betting on 
.American football. Some of 
his friends say he is wealthier 
than the legendary currency 
speculator, George Soros. 

Christies yesterday confirmed 
that Mr Lewis had increased bis 
slake in ihe company to 25.32 
per cent and later said it was in 
regular contact with its largest 
shareholder. 

Peter Bhthe, finance director, 
said Christies was in regular 
contact with all its large share- 
holders. including Mr Lewis. 

Asked if Mr Lewis's invest- 


ment had puuhc company on 
rferred to 


bid alert, Mr Blythe ref 
a statement made recently by 
one of Mr Lewis's representa- 
tives. This, he said, had sug- 
gested his investment was a 
friendly, rather than unfriend- 
ly, one. 

“He has bought over the last 
18 months and the share price 
is higher now than for most of 
that period.” Mr Blythe said. 

Mr Lewis, who is London- 
born but Bahamas-based, has 
added 12 million shares to his 
41-5 million holding in the past 
week. When he first started buy- 
ing shares in Christies, lie 
picked them up at around 150p 
through the small London bro- 
kers. Hargrcave Hale. Yester- 
day thev traded unchanged at 
213 P . • 
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Plodding GEC needs new blood 


Another plodding performance from 
GEC yesterday only underlined im- 
pressions that Lord We instock’s col- 
lection of defence and electronics 
operations is stagnating. 

With the troublesome succession 
issue set aside until next year, it was 
time to focus on the core businesses. 
While some progress was made, there 
was nothing in the figures to suggest 
that the unexceptional growth pattern 
of recent years was about to change. 

The 13p rise in the share price to 
314Jp was as much relief as anything 
else, and simply made up the ground 
lost during the pessimistic run-up to 
these figures, taking the price back to 
where it bad stuck for much of the year. 

Half-year profits rose 6 J per cent to 
£402m, but when the contribution 
from the shipbuilder VSEL is stripped 
out the underlying numbers are down. 
The biggest boost to profits again 
came from the GPT telecommunica- 
tions operation - the 60/40 joint ven- 
ture with Germany’s Siemens -where 
the drive for exports lifted pre-tax prof- 
its by £8m to £62m. Ironically it was 
GPT*s chairman who fell on his sword 
last month after the succession row. 
The South-east Asian markets are 
growing strongly and GEC said great 
efforts were being made in the region. 

But it was a different story at the de- 
fence and power systems divisions, both 
mature businesses where margins are 
under lough international pressure. De- 
fence profits were up only £lm to £8Qm, 
while the fall at power systems from 
£78m to £76m was particularly disap- 
pointing. Marconi and GEC Alsthom 
both faced higher provisions for de- 
velopment costs on contracts, though 
profits and margins should start to im- 
prove from next year. 

The company has been underper- 
forming the market for some ume. 
while investors await news of how a re- 
juvenated board might inject some 
dynamism into the company. There is 
tremendous potential within the group 
of businesses but the suspicion re mains 
that new blood is needed to unlock the 
earnings potential. 

After yesterday’s analysts' meeting. 
GEC watchers said Lord We instock ap- 
peared to have as tight a grip on the 
company as ever, and he had nothing 
to say about when his successor would 
be announced. 

GEC’s order book, boosted by the 
acquisition of VSEL, remains strong 
at £13.8bn, though it is always difficult 
to know how this will translate into 
profits. The company’s famous cash pile 
had fallen by £223m to £1.2bn since the 
end of March: and its share of net cash 
in joint ventures fell by £I94m to 
£L28bn. A 5 per cent increase in its div- 
idend to 3.1p was in line with forecasts. 


GEC: at a glance 


Matter value: £&89bn. Shaw price 314 Jp 


Trading record 
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EJedronfc Power L 
Systsma systems 
& Defence TeteommetaUons 


Group full-year profit forecasts of 
around £970m, with earnings of 22.5p, 
put the shares on a forward multiple 
of 14. That is a discount to the mar- 
ket but an appropriate one. Fairly 
priced. 

Greenalls closes 
in on top table 

By this time next year Greenalls Group 
should be rubbing shoulders with the 
top brass of corporate UK. From be- 
ing lost in a time warp under heavy fam- 
ily influence six years ago, the group 
now sports a market capitalisation of 
close to £1.6bn. tantaiisingty close to 
a coveted place in the Footsie. 

While the steep climb through the 
ranks owes a great deal to acquisitions, 
it would be churlish not to give credit 
to the board’s strategic vision - start- 
ing when Greenalls abandoned brew- 
ing following the Beer Orders and 
bought out the family investors' 
favourable voting rights to make the 
company’s paper a tradeable currency. 

Results tor the year to September, 
announced yesterday, passed another 
milestone in the company’s transfor- 
mation, with taxable profits clearing 
£100m for the first time by a margin 
of £500, QQQ. The previous year’s 
£74.8m included an extra week’s trad- 


Share price 

pence - . - ' 



1991 92 


ing which, when stripped out. implies 
underlying growth of 18 per cent. 

Most of the leap in the year’s prof- 
its was attributable to having the ac- 
quisition of the Devenish pub chain 
fully integrated into the system, ben- 
efits from purchasing power on beer 
supply agreements with the big brew- 
ers, and sharply increased takings 
across the pub estate. 

Given that nearly all the numbers 
were known when Greenalls swooped 
on the Boddington pub and leisure 
group in October, it was no surprise yes- 
terday that the reaction was muted and 
the shares slipped 3p to 537p. The price 
has outperformed the market by 13 per 
cent since that de&L 

The picture is the same as those from 
powerful peers such as Whitbread, 
Bass, and Scottish & Newcastle. It is 
convergence in the leisure sector, 
where die challenge is to capture a de- 
cent share of increasing leisure time 
and discretionary spending, a challenge 
to which Greenalls is rising. 

It is also in good shape financially. 
Despite the company’s seemingly in- 
satiable appetite for acquisitions and 
determination to reinvest heavily in ex- 
isting businesses, Greenalls has re- 
mained broadly cash-neutral. Barring 
the temptation to write more acquisi- 
tion cheques, current gearing of 70 per 
cent should fall by 5 points a year. 

Greenalls profits this year should 
climb to £147m, giving earnings per 


share of 38p, and beyond £170m in 
1996/97. The prospective p/e of 14.2 is 
only a shade below Whitbread and 
Bass, and although its yield is rather 
less attractive than its bigger peers, the 
shares are still worth baying. 

Blue Circle 
turns up heat 

About time, too. Blue Circle’s critics 
will say of the restructuring of its heat- 
ing division announced yesterday. But 
even the bears will find it hard to fault 
the substance of the proposed changes, 
or at least those the company can dis- 
cuss within the straitjacket of French 
employment law. 

Blue Circle put together its Potter- 
ton Myson heating operations in a hap- 
hazard way over a number of years at 
the top of the market in the late 1980s. 
It shows now in an illogical operational 
structure across the UK, France and 
Germany, and the bulk of the £55m be- 
ing set aside to rationalise the business 
is to put the pieces together in a sen- 
sible fashion. 

The good news for investors is that 
the cost of creating centres of excel- 
lence for boilers and radiators is off- 
set by a £55m profit from the sale of 
the company’s landfill activities, leav- 
ing analysts’ forecasts broadly un- 
changed. The other plus is the fact that 
Keith Orrell- Jones, chief executive, has 
been here before, stripping out costs 
with gusto from the core cement busi- 
ness and seeing profits soar. 

Restoring the fortunes of heating is 
a more complex task than sorting out 
toe cement side, with a need to improve 
the sales line through better market- 
ing as well as the easier job of slash- 
ing overheads. But the City . is 
convinced that, if anyone can succeed, 
Mr Orrell-Jones can. 

The company says it is committed 
to heating, and to bathrooms in which 
it is proposing to invest a further £40m 
over the next three years to build in 
state-of-the-art production technology. 
But whether it keeps toe business, or 
tarts it up to sell it on, the restructur- 
ing is a welcome development. 

Having cleared up one of the biggest 
uncertainties h angin g over the com- 
pany. the deal is also good news for the 
shares, despite the impression given by 
yesterday’s 7p fall to 330p. On toe ba- 
sis of forecast profits of £324 .5m next 
year and £354m in 1997, the shares 
stand on a prospective price/earnings 
ratio of 13 felling to 12. 

With strong cash flow from cement 
and a rock-solid, nil-geared balance 
sheet, the shares are attractive. 


Simon Pincombe CITY DIARY 


Fergie’s baubles slip 

in 



We can exclusively reveal 
why the scatter-brained 
Duchess of York looked so 
relieved when the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation re- 
covered her baubles- They 
were not insured. As it 
stands the accident-prone 
ambassador will be reduced 
to asking for an ex gratia 
payment from her insurers to 
pay for the damage done to 
the £250,000 necklace. Be- . 
cause die is the daughter-in- 
law of the monarch this is 
certain to be forthcoming. 

Unlike Windsor Castle 
(which belongs to toe nation), 
the Royal personal effects are 
insured. Bat there are special 
conditions attached. One of 
the requirements is that the 
jewels be either worn by- or 
“under the personal supervi- 
sion of' - the insured when- 
ever they are taken out of the 
safety deposit box. 

“Clearly there is not going 
to be modi personal supervi- 
sion in the hold of a 747 
one insider said. 

The Royal insurance is 
written in the London mar- 
ket, spread over a number of 

' syndicates because no one . 
syndicate wants to cany all’ 
the risk (and who can blame 
them?). A fun-loving duchess 
would need to do business 
with one of the three manag- 
ing agents that write special 
policies for “high net worth 
individuals”. The market 
leader is Hiscox, which de- 
clines to comment on clients. 

“Pass,” said a director. 

These special policies al- 
low the insured much more 
flexibility than standard con- 
tracts. They also allow the in- 
sured to behave like a 
buffoon (if it is felt the dient 
acted honestly). Fbr breaking 
all the rules the Duchess will 
earn a stiff reprimand and an 
ex gratia payment for arty 

Alistair Darting is pnt,off tbe concept of wider share owner- - 
ship for life after a frightful to-do daring the anneal Pro Share 
dinner at the Dorchester. This was toe first trine that a 
Labour City spokesman had dined with this breed of capitalist 
and it was unfortunate Chat the cabaret act - an intimidating 
imitation of SlrideyBassey -sboald take a fancy to toe silver- 
haired politician. Belting oot the lyrics “Kiss me. Kiss me, 

Kiss me” the singer sfamk over to Mr Darling and began 
grinding her hipgsnggestirety - much to the arasenwt of a 
smog Michael Heseltfne at the next table who appeared grate- 
ful not to have to handle tods particular hot potato. ' 



High net worth: Duchess gives new meaning to insurers’ 
concept of ‘personal supervision’ 


loss suffered. “We look at 
toe person rather than toe 
policy,” said one high net 
worth insurer. 

“If they seem intelligent 
and likely to look after their 
property we would accept 
them as a good risk. Once we 
have accepted the business 
we do not normally 
reconsider.” 

The Queen’s accountant was 
also on his knees yesterday. 
Colin Shannon, senior part- 
ner of KPMG, was seen 
swabbing down the floors in 
Queen Elizabeth Hospital in 
Hackney - part of a 40- 
strong socially conscious 
team led by hrs secretary. “If 
a photographer turns up, 
you’re dead,” he hissed. 


It comes as no surprise to 
learn that Rebecca Jenkins; 
managing director of the 
Lane Group, has won toe 
Cosmopolitan/ American 
Express achievement award 
for Industry. 

Lane Group is a Bristol- 
based haulage company and 
the judges were impressed by 
Ms Jenkins’s ability to 
extract a doubled turnover 
from her 100 truck drivers 
since she took over at the 
company in 1989. 

Mattel is forced to admit that 
there is now a world shortage 
of Barbie dolls. This year’s 
Happy Holiday edition 
(dressed in white lace petti- 
coat and sequin gown) has _ 
proven too much for the 
100,000 sad souls who spend 
their lives collecting the dolls. 
They have been carrying the 
dolls from US stores in arm- 
fuls and Mattel concedes that 
it cannot keep up with 
demand. 

Forthe record, the 1988 
Happy Holiday edition is still 
the most prized, changing 
hands for $800 - 20 times the 
retail price. 
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Gas bill shock: save money now 


T his week I decided to end a 
long and sometimes trou- 
bled relationship with British 
Gas, and as a result expect to 
be around£300 a year better off 
The break with the past came 
after a large international oil 
company offered to undercut 
my annual gas bill by 27 per 
cent, with no fuss and bother or 
even a requirement to change 
the meter, which will continue 
to be read by British Gas. 

It is only at moments like that, 
when an offer of a real saving 
drops through toe letterbox, that 
all the political rows and arcane 
technical arguments about 
deregulation in the gas indus- 
try begin to mean something. 

The Government has been 
well aware of this fact for a long 
time. Why else would Tim 
Eggar, tbe industry minister, 
have spent yesterday in a sum- 
mit meeting with toe gas in- 
dustry and its regulator, nailing 
down a timetable for spreading 
competition - and therefore 
price cats - to ail gas 
customers? 

Privatisation has become a 
dirty word, at least in part be- 
cause of the pay and profits con- 
troversy that has erupted over 
toe last 12 months. Ministers 
now believe that their best hope 
of convincing electors that the 
sale of state utilities was worth- 
while is to deliver new and 
much more dramatic price cuts 
than those seen in tbe first few 
years of privatisation. This was 
probably the main reason the 
Government was so enthusias- 
tic about a £50-a-bead electricity 
rebate, which will follow the 
flotation of National Grid. 

Indeed, thinking the un- 
thinkable, it is possible that by 
the end of the decade privati- 
sation wiO have become a ; 
ular - vote-winner, if 



INDUSTRY VIEW 

PETER RODGERS 


introduction of competition to 
all domestic gas and electricity 
markets goes ahead smoothly. 
What a shame for Mr Eggar if 
a Labour government reaps the 
benefits of all his bard work. 

Most domestic gas con- 
sumers will have to wait until 
1998 before they are given toe 
freedom to shop around. But 
anybody with a gas bfll of more 
than £1400 - a level not diffi- 
cult to reach in a draughty ear- 
ly-19th century house without 
cavity walls- is already entitled 


buyers to scrape in under the wire 
and experience toe financial de- 
lights of competition ahead of 
other consumers with smaller 
houses, better draught-proofing 
or more efficient boilers. 

Although for most domestic 
consumers the saving? will not 
be available for two to three 
years, those in Cornwall, Devon 
and Somerset will by now have 
had a glimpse of what compe- 
tition wil] mean. 

British Gas's rivals, such as 
Amerada Hess and Total, are 


British Gas is portraying itself as 
the victim, about to be crucified in 
the domestic market 
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to malw the switch. Rival gas 
companies are happy to oblige. 
Competition is in feet air 

ready hone for all customers 


2^00 therms, as a result of a. 
gradual deregulation imposed 
by toe Government to encour- 
age feel cost reductions for 
business. For business con- 
sumers, competition has sent 
prices crashing by an average of 
40 per cent. British Gas’s share 
of toe business market has phnn- 
meted. ‘ 

Tbe legislation that sets tbe 
threshold at which competition 
is permitted specifies only toe 
amount consumed, not the type 
of customer. It is this that allows 
a significant number of private 


bombarding the area with lit- 
erature promising significant 
savings next year when a pilot 
scheme is introduced, after 
ApriL Companies are promis- 
ing 15 percent, or around £50, 
off a typical gas bilL 
But this may be the phony 
war in the marketing campaign, 
which could become more in- 
teresting if British Gas decides 
to punch its enormous weight 
when It responds with its own 
offensive, now being drawn up 
with the help of teams of ex- 
ternal advisers. 

One response could be a- 
range of defensive new tariffs 
tailored to different types of 
home, coupled with price cals 
> the board. 


across 


Not surprisingly, British Gas 
is portraying itself as the victim, 
squeezed by competition in the 
business market, hampered by 
long-term North Sea supply 
contracts at high prices and 
about to be crucified in the do- 
mestic market. 

The company was recently 
distributing charts to the press 
to demonstrate how badly its 
share price was underperform- 
ing the stock market, a trend 
most FT-SE companies would 
prefer not to remind their in- 
vestors about. 

The British Gas agenda in try- 
ing to demonstrate its own 
weaknesses is transparently ob- 
vious. It wants to wm a delay in 
the introduction of domestic 
competition, and put pressure 
on the Government to help 
get tbe company out of onerous 
North Sea contracts. 

Most important of all, it must 
win a reasonable deal from 
Clare Spottiswoode, toe indus- 
try regulator, for Transco, toe 
eoompanyaithebeartof 
Gas whose regulatory and 
regime is being over- 
hauled. Transco wiff remain an 
enoniHXis cash -generating mo- 
nopoly, because all competing 
suppliers must pay to use it 

It is quite possible that com- 
petition wifi one day drive 
British Gas entirely out of the 
business of marketing gas to 
consumers, through voluntari- 
ly selling the business. This is a 
possbility some senior British 
Gas executives take seriously. 

The real agenda, and toe 
reason British Gas is playing up 
toe multiple threats it faces, is 
that it must protect the prof- 
itability of toe transmission 
business at all! costs. In re- 
sponse, Mrs Spottiswoode 
should put the squeeze on as 
tightly as she can 
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IX BRIEF 


£78m bill as BICC pulls out of housing 


o — — - profits after its withdrawal from 

housebuilding. Having sold Clarke Homes for £61m to \festbmy 
yesterday, the company will write off £34m - toe difference be- 
tween the sale price and Clarke’s book value - plus £44m to cover 
goodwill written off at the time of the acquisition in 1987. In toe 
year to last December, Clarke made an operating loss of £3m. 

Sutcliffe Speakman moves into solvents 

Sutcliffe Speakman, toe emission control group, is staging a five- 
for-four rights issue to fund the reverse takeover of Samuel Ban- 
ner a solvents blender and distributor. The cash call will raise 
116.1m towards the £20.6m cqsL in the nine months to September. 
Banner made profits of £2. 04m on sales of £32.62m. Sutcliffe lifted 
pre-tax profits 74 per cent to £540,000; dividend rose to 0_525p. 
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DATA BANK 


market report/shares 



Fears of competition from Internet take toll on Reed 


TAKING STOCK 


FT-SE35S 


_ 



SHARE SPOTLIGHT 





Rerf International, the pub- 
lahmg ®oup, felt the anpaci 
of the Internet, the world- 
wide computer network. 

Shares of the AngloDmch 
fjant tumbled 4 fip to 999 p as 
ffobcSi the US business mag- 
azine, drew attention to the 
competition many of Heed's 
more obscure, but lucrative, 
academic and business maga- 
zines could suffer from Inter- 
net competition. 

The publishing setback set 
the tone for a lacklustre stock 
market session with the FT-SE 
100 index ending 233 points 
toweT at 3 , 6393 . Even New 
. York, whk± has on so many oc- 
casions offered support, foiled 
to oblige, with the Dow Jones 




over-exuberance. High-tech 
stocks in New York were par- 
tmilarfy hard hit with UUNEC 
the buyer of Unipalm, and 
Netscape under, pressure. 

Eddie George, Governor of 
the Bank of England, added to 


dm uncertainty with his hint to 
one of the parnamentaiy select 
committees that he would be 
reluctant to go along with an 
interest rate cut 

HSBC the banking giant 
that embraces Midland Bank, 
was ruffled by rumours that a 
Japanese institution, said to be 
an insurance group, was trying 
to place a large Ime of stock, 
possibly more than 10 million 
shares, in Hong Kong. 

In London, HSBC shaded to 
991 p and Standard Chartered, 
as takeover hopes dwindled 
and more than 6 million shares 
hovered, lost 22 p to 566 p. 
Other banks edged lower. 

British Gas was the subject 
of a Merrill Lynch placing of 
10 million shares with stones 
of a further 10 million over- 
hang adding to the discomfort. 
Hie sale, thought to be insti- 
tutional left the shares 3 - 5 p 
lower at 229 p. BT remained 
under pressure foiling 6 p to 
346 p, lowest since 1992 . 



MARKET REPORT 


DEREK PAIN 


Stock market reporter 
of the year 


The belligerent Oftel pro- 
gramme over prices and the 
seemingly ever-increasing 
competition to what is, in ef- 
fect, a staid old player in the 
telecommunications business, 
continued to take their toll 

Incbcape's departure from 
Footsie again undermined 
shares, off a further 6 p to 
21 Ip. Among other Footsie ca- 
sualties Arjo Wiggins Appleton 
fell 73 p to 1583 p and De La 
Rue 3 p to 65 2 p. 

Airtours, the holidays group 
that has been under intense 
pressure on worries of a prof- 
its collapse, jumped 17 p to 
33 Sp on talk the US holiday 
business. Carnival Cruise 
Lines, is hovering. 


Boor figures have been sig- 
nalled by Airtours which, like 
the rest of the packaged holi- 
day industry, has been hit by 
the sharp fail in demand for 
overseas holidays. Around 
£ 58 m against £ 75 -Sm is the 


popular guess when it reports 
' “ " of tl 


next week. But bears of the 
shares are suggesting the fig- 
ures could be much lower. 

First Choice, the other lead- 
ing quoted tour operator that 
Airtours failed to acquire af- 
ter a fierce takeover battle, 
gained 6 p to 62 p in sympathy. 

The theory is chat Carnival 
wants to absorb a UK tour op- 
erator and is looking at Air- 
tours, because of its growing 
cruise business. 


T&N, the car components 
group, gained lOp lo 130 p af- 
ter it settled a US asbestos 
claim at £ 63 m, much lower 
than expected. It had been 
sued for £ 30 m. But T&N’s 
success is dwarfed by the loom- 
ing £ 185 ra action by Chase 
Manhattan Bank where a juiy 
verdict is expected any day. 

Clnff Resources, the gold 
miner, at last produced a bid- 
der- Ashanti Goldfields which 

is prepared to offer £ 80 m in 
shares. H already has 26.6 per 
cent of its target, picking up 
Hutchison Whampoa’s stake. 

But Wensum, the clothing 
group that has attracted intense 
takeover speculation, tumbled 
10 p to 137 p, following its de- 
nial of any merger talks. 

The shares are still, howev- 
er, comfortably above their 
year’s low'. 

Megalomedia. the latest 
Saatchi vehicle, continued its 
remarkable progress on AIM, 

■>nr* at it 


closing up 20 p at 114 p after 


121 p. Pet City, placed at 300 p, 
ended at 355 p. 

The next AIM recruits could 
include Dmatek, an Israeli 
computer group, and CPS. a 
Luxembourg properly services 
group. 

Proteus, the computer- 
linked drugs group, demon- 
strated the vulnerability of the 
bio-babes when it said a deal 
involving DNA-binding drug 
had hit a hitch. The group still 
expects to produce five rev- 
enue-earning agreements by 
the end of its” current financial 
year, to March. The shares dis- 
played their unease, tumbling 
23 p to 126 p. 

Psion, the hand-held com- 
puter group, staged a modest 
rally, up 25 p to 790 p. A new 
market-maker in the shares, to 
take over from NalWest Se- 
curities, is expected lo be an- 
nounced next week. If Psion 
can produce a replacement it 
should avoid being relegated to 
the SEAT share market. 


□ Flare Group, the former J 
Hewitt & Son, gained 12 p to 
U 6 p as the stock market 
braced itself for bid action. 
The company is 27 per cent- 
owned by Ian Gowrie Smith 
lex-Medeva and now involved 
in the suspended Black & 
Edgjngton) and David Lees. 
It is thought to be firing on 
all cylinders and could hit 
£ 800,000 profit for the year, 
although there is a danger of 
a big lax charge eroding 
earnings. Deals are on the 
way. One has fallen down but 
another is near. 


O SW? making timber frame 
structures for houses and 
spiral staircases, shaded to 
12 p. It is raising £LIm 
through a rights issue under- 
written by stockbroker Ellis 
& Partners. Alan Chamber- 
lain, ex-EUennan Lines, and 
corporate financier Stephen 
Barclay have joined the 
board. 
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Racing 


of Large woe for Sherwood 


RICHARD EDMONDSON ~~ 

The field hospital that is the 
Champion Hurdle ante-post 
market lost one of its inma tes 
yesterday when it was con- 
firmed that Large Action has a 
serious leg injury and wiflmisjr 
the rest of the season. 

The seven-year-olds demise 
leaves the long-range field in a 
sickly stale and is loaded with 
irony as he was returned to the 
smaller obstacles from fences 


had befallen his rivals. Now 
Large Action too wfll be under 
the sutgeon’s lights after dam- 
aging a near-fore suspensory lig- 
ament which will take him out 
of training for six months. 

Those that are left to domi- 
nate the market have the ap- 
pearance of the hobbling and 
bloodied survivors of wartime. 
Alderbrook, William Hill's 
favourite, has legs that are be- 
coming as reliable and tractable 
as the wheels of a supermarket 
trolley. Montelado is never far 


away from medecine bottles 
and plaster of Paris, while Fbr- 

ttmeAndftroehasa^joits-car 

^a^l^afreadydaSed^ 
: «htfs hero, DanoH, and Re&eeL 
^od oes not appear to havethe 
■Rsttode of hK %-year-dd own- 
er, Brigadier Roscoe Harvey. 
Speculation, that Large Action 
was about to join them bn the 

deeply populated sidelines was 

RfCHARDEDMONDSON 
. v NAP: Run Up The Flag 
- - (Cheltenham 235 ) ' 

NB: We© Windy 
(Cheltenham 3A5) 


yeste rday proved oottect-’^Sfery 
snnjSy^ as with ail rumours, 
there is some truth," Brian 
Stowart-Brbwn, the gelding’s 
owner, said. “The horse has -an 
injury. Idon’t know if he win be 
able to, run in the Champion 
Hurdle, but it looks unlikely."’ 
Ror .unlikely, read impossible. 

Large Airion has been placed 
in the Ihst two Champion Hur- 


dles and his owner takes com- 
fort both from that record and 
the fact that others have felt' 
greater misery than him. “It is 
very, very sad but alleast I am 
lucky enough to have a horse 
that has run in the C hampio n 
Hurdle twice, unlike Roscoe 
Harvey, whose Rdkeel has nev- 
er run in the race," Stewart- 
Brown said. "David Nicholson 
has been particularly unfortu- 
nate with horses like Mighty 
Mogul, Carobee and RelkeeL I 
wouldn’t wish that on anybody.” 

. Oliver Sherwood, Large Ac- 
tion's trainer, managed to put 
this magnanimity in the shade. 
“It was a bad day yesterday what 

wrthBenide Not lb out for the 

season and this. It never rains, 
it pours,” he said. “But at least 
we are not tike the people in 
Bosnia who are starvi ng* " 

Sherwood though, was 
speaking before his other good 
horse, Callisoe Bay. capsized at 
Nottingham and it may be that 
his plane is landing in Sarajevo 
this very morning. 

The last post must surely 
have been sounding across Lip- 


HYPERION’S 



CHELTENHAM 
2J)tfc DANJING was just about the 
best of these an the Flat and gets 


weight Jixcgn those that haw won 
. oyer jumps, of which OarJKris and 
Chicoilarilbofc the most d an gerous. 

QOD > 

- 23ft tasty Light warms up for the 
Kh3gGecage,DnbolyAIIiMiceisbe^ 
tew his best and DontTMl The Wife 
prefasst^ground, so Edfanbomg 
-and RUN UP THE FLAG are the 
wo -to consider. The selection has 
the benefit of race^mess, even 

though his chief rival s from ^ sta- 
ble that hasfirst- time-cmt winners. 



3Jfc SEVEN TOWERS, a useful 
hundJer, looked a class above these 
rivals on his chasing debut when 
beating McGregor The Third. 

aaa 

3A& Only six of the 14 are m the 
handicap but Wee Windy and Uhi- 
rn should . not be discounted from 
out of the weights. However, the 
lightly raced BELL STAFFBOY 
looked on the upgrade when win- 
ning at Warwirk and is preferred to 
CSUaa Cove and Trickle Lad. 


per Lamboum yesterday for as 
well as the disasters at Rhone- 
burst it was announced that the 
career of one of the village’s 
most celebrated figures was 
over. Nobby the sheep has been 
retired following the news that 
Nick Henderson's Remittance 
Man. his constant companion, 
has run his last race. 

The former Queen Mother 
Champion Chaser (cost 
IR25,000gns) was devoted to 
Nobby (cost £1 from Hender- 
son’s dad, John) and made a 
horrible mess of one unfortu- 
nate sheep that was introduced 
to his box by mistake. The liai- 
son worked as Remittance 
Man’s record of 13 successes 
from 17 races over fences tes- 
tifies. Now the old boy has run 
his last. 

“We’ve derided to retire Re- 
mittance Man after his race at 
San down on Friday," Hender- 
son said. “Since that race he has 
bad a recurrence of his leg 
trouble and although not seri- 
ous, we don't want to risk any 
further injury. He will retire to 
his owner’s place where he will 
spend the rest of his days with 
bus long-suffering companion. 
Nobby the sheep.” 

At his owner’s (Jim Collins) 
place, the 11-year-old will be 
treated with Ultrasound, and it 
may be that he is allowed to 
hunt in the future. He lakes with 
him the memory of the day in 
1992 when he repelled Kata- 
batic and Waterloo Boy to be- 
come the best two-mile chaser 
in the land. “I can honestly say 
that all my famil y cried in the 



Callisoe* Bay and Jamie Osborne fad at the fast at 
Nottingham yesterday Photograph: George Shelton 


box we were so overjoyed," 
Collins said. There was proba- 
bly a repeal yesterday. It was a 
day for tears. 

CHAMPION HURDLE iCHertennam. 12 
MarcmiTote 9-2 Morreteda. 5-1 AWertmx*. 


7-1 f.^iA.9-1 At>ics. 17-1 ftwi** And Fame 
d :.aa lc -1 BaUMer. hissa* & Mac* 
T re hrefo. 20 1 Woor&rv, wiffiam H9t 4-1 
f-iZArSrs*. 9 2 r/oroeiaoo. 7-1 Myaf.-. 81 
-VXire. 12-1 Fortune Ara Fame. 14-1 Bal- 
2WV ar. Voonsn i Ruer Uonri 

■ Today's meeting ai Hexham 
has been lost tu the snow. 
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200 Darflng 


235 Run UpTba Flag 
3JO Seven lowers 
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GOING; Good. 

■ Left-hand, galloping oomte wUb atff fences. Uphill nm-fa oT 240yd. . 

■ Counw to ] m N 6 f town off A435. Cfoefttmtam station 2m.' ADUQSSTON: Qnb & Ita- 
imaBii combined Si 2 (Junkra. ) 6-0 -J j-cbts, -Wf* Fbsfers Enclosure S5. CAS PASS; Free. 
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■ LEADING T&AINEB 8 WITH BU7WKSS: Z> JHcbefeoB - 36 winners ban 1 66 rennets 
gives » success Mao cf 21.7ft and a profit to ail level stake of £1 0.43; U Mpe - 33 vto- 
nen, 25-1 runners. 13.7ft, -587.02; N Tvbuia-Dnle* - 33 wtonera, 199 rumen. 16.1%, 
♦S« A3; X Bliley - 22 «tenera, 8 fl renrws. 28.8ft. 43.80. 

■ LEADING JOGKBf& S Dmiroottr- 42 visa, 212 Odes, 19.7%, +S7S3; A Uaffdre - 
2G wins. 182 rate, 14.3V -&S&84; & Osborne - 23 wins. 16E tides. 144%, -652211; N 
WQHams«B - 2J wins, 87 ddes, 24.1ft, +S33JS3. 

WINNERS » THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: None. 

LONG-DISTANCE RDWffiBS: Ehdo» J2J») A BoKer Tboas Abmd (3.45) lave boeo 
sent 230 miles I 9 G Bchanls from Gnyaokr. Cmnbrie; KsecaUve Ded^a (2X0) A Seven 
Towew (3.101 aem 223 na» by MruMBevtfayBtitnUnpfale.awdmid. . . 
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1 B ftetf* 12-1 njtat tamwanc. MJ. Hr Jenfa. 3S-1 atbsm 
19M; Snpe Amfmu: 6 11 4N VMansn^Z-l (KBaiejl 13 nn 

| IQ Rg ] MUTHAM HANDICAP HUfBXf (CLASS C) £5,000 added 

511002 CttOUBOU»{FpC223(DAJohnaan)UF%e4U10 : : DUdpWter 

CVU21-4 RMJRDIWiaK(13)TOW®QJeN*»»i)J&taart7117 P*w 


1 

2 

3 

4 
' 5 

6 
7 

a W04-12 ASXnEBDVBW0RniMEDCIae9Gervami4GBattn£91O6. 

9 PPF-P53 feMN Of MVSftSflT (14) (PCif Skx>£SX3C N Twean-Oawa 9 10 2 

10 RV1-23P JBIWUe«IIECll}niHHLBBTes>CBliHa9100 

-lOdedved- 

MWmrn wdghc ID*. Iwi tmSup vb&c An MMine 9» 6*. 

BEtTHOCU. Us Coamd, 74 AdcTha Gomrwr, S-l Mutual Thwt, 7-1 9nog MadeMa, 8-1 Hoa- 
■st Word, lUAAndar, 12-1 Mtaa 
1M4 c VH MW 7 10 11 A P McCby 7 2 ffl ButMBt 6 ran 
FURMOUIDE 

HONeSTWOaDanhM anew Base oflfeae a hurtar chaser taa mssxi, fresbmgdler^h 
second m Hermes Harvest tn the Horae And Hound at Straftm] on hB final start, and he 
ran well on hb reappearance under rules when ttnti to Snath's Band at Uttarater. finishing 
three lengths behind Strong M erB c An e. The lD^ear-oid looted as thoutfi the rui wm do 
twn a»d and, daspis btundetfng the out, was keeping on wed again at the death to sug- 
gest ne on meatun piaev^ with the rumer-up. He has the aesotance of Rcharti John- 
son in the saddfe FBe Concord Bftowed hanself as good as ever at thB age of 11 when 
mafcng a waning return at Chepstow, scoring by a way easy three lerphs from Ready A 
ftBcal. He does not look harshly treated one eain^er mark. Ask ibe Govenwr, a Worces- 
ter rime on te reeppemance. was caning 2 b ovenm&tt «W»n beaten just a heed by 
Royal Square at Windsor last time and pies up 3b from Saturday, so ha chance must be 
reepectBd. Httaal Thnt » a poutd towerthan when a doea thud to Tug Of Peace m a valu- 
aUe WAncanton oca laat tfena am W( pve another prod account prated the pound does 
not cut 143 . Salat Unw, HONEST WORD 


6 5512-31 nHUPDE HAS (20) P) FeAwc feTe-; )G-«S 100 J*Hda 

7 371P156- YtiRKSHWE GA1£ {2S8J 3J ? 100 APMcCoy 

-7 declared - 

fiftwwn »e(grit ItsL True harsfcao netfus Oyif 7&1 'ne wife 2 sou? r M 13£> Sun Lt> The Flag 
9h 12». Volahiie Gale &H 10*t 

BEIIM& M Rm Up Ibe Hag. 3-1 Edtabouig 7-2 lusty Ujpt. 5-1 Ghia Gneida^i, 7-1 UUely At- 

Sanca, 12-1 Oort TUIba Wfc. 16-ntatatoe dale 

198b IVhmeang Steel 8 11 10 N WJiamson 100-50 (K Badey. 7 mr. 

FORM GUIDE 

UfSTY LIGHT is 31 b hl^ier than when wmnmg ms last nanocao ar«l meets Ghia Gneufcagh 
2sr none (ftan nfieit otaUng halt nee-quaners of a length at Kempton rast year, cut he 
stfl may be wefl harw&cappeo. he put n> his best pt/furmanct when wlnmig tne John Bull 
Chase m January, coming home a Osonce dear of Bradtpury Star alter Dublin Ryerunse3ied 
at the last There a no guarantee mat ne nouid nave come out on top. but a would n awe 
been dose and Dublin Ryer, «nwt ns was meeting at level -*eigms. won the Macfceson an 
a mart of 162. so Lusty Ughi's cnance of a successful oomeoaefc tool bn^i on a rating of 
153- He vrouid not ware the Bound to soften, however. Run Up Tha Flag s tne danger rot- 
tovang hs easy win from Auto Pdct at Ascot. He is only 41b filler depsne being 2it> cut of 
mefundicap. DuimeAscarumer-ua was Sto wrong at the »et ffns and this as tou&er. ihv 
hofy ABUnee was besaten 10 lenghs r ttwdio Denra Dow here last nine, iwtie Gma Cneuatfi 
gave no encouragement on tus Haydock return. A brgger threat may be Effimtoourg. who 
gT»-. wea fresh, but Itss is hrs tou£iest task over fences. S el ec tio n: LUSTY LIGHT 


3-10 


CHRIS COLEY RACING NOVICE CHASE (CLASS C) 
£7,000 added 3m If UOyds 


C4 


5335-41 CROPRSN LAD (3Q fRCvW Hafi P Vfraoet 8 11 8.. 


214P-42 MQfWXV FWE {9) 9) Oaoy Stsr BrocM Ladv Sican Breoke U18. 
2W51-1 SEVEN Ttmats (13) iMsEAMmari MnM Rev«y 6 11 8.— — 

23XVP3 MOBAE 1ESSS4GEB (HZ) (10) (A E Dean) T Geon? 7 11 4 

P35632 GRAND APPLAUSE (IB) 111 J Level) If 5 113 

- S dadoed - 


_£McCaa4 
.JUabogn 
PMven 


.JHAfbffrWU 

B 


BETTIN& 12 Sena Ttmn, 7-2 Cnprady led, T-lWtfway FHe. 12-1 Hobto Messenfler, 1A-1 band 




MHJJON IN MND NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS C) 
£BflQO added 3VD 2m If 


A5on! J BffcaJ 6 li 3 „ 
NT«arrtoWBU3. 
MbT Piemen 51J)t2-l. 


-C UeMbe 

J0lto8n(3) 


1 • 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 
B 

e 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 



2111 EUQONtKqtQURTmrtG fWata u.7 
15 BEBnNE0eSIBN(33)(BF)WHSManiUBMRe«i9llT 

■01531 0CEWlilW(lJS«BWffiJCT&Da*v®NT«!ir-to«sU7 CUeweByn 

1 OURHBS(l^lMftxilnMrdFMned)pf5liNHendBisonU7 MARqptaM 

21 CMC(XMRI(28m PfiECBHoi^Dficholcon 113 HMaatoa 

12 WmmNSN<9)0yidnaHwnCMmii3 APUcCoy 


BSWELET BOUOBt (USA) (Z7) Kffley) R Mcftelar 11 0 

OWWB M) OWwl Gnot (A* FWarglU S Shmood U 0 . 

DBBTIKSGBOIDIETM^PRBdMUO 

DOHJUTB.(UC Barts) ItaJCed 110 

DHHO (B P Joke) R Brter 110. 


_) Osborne 


1994: Top Bras 6 10 12 N ttEIkurson 51 IK Baby) 5 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

SEVEN TOWERS mads an ntpresswe start Id Ins chasing career at Newcastle a (ortn^t 
ago. coming tram wet off the pace to proK off McGregor The Third at the last and draw dear 
for an easy wtreThat was a sound effort, consfoerirg McGrogy The Trtra was unbeaten in 
three prewous starts, especefy as Seven Towers was racing forme firsr ome <« slows* a 
year and wd prooaWy be mom at home over this tnp. Pick of the others a Croprcdy Lad, 
Who g»e PanA Webber his first success as a muter when winning a ncMce handicap chase 
at Newbiay. That was nor. a great race by Newtjury standards but Crcpredy Lad earned ll'st 
and coped aormabiy won die demanding fences. S el ecti o n. SEVEN TOWERS 


-T Kent 


3.45 


ASW BILL LOVE MEMORIAL GOLD CARD HANDI 
CAP HURDLE (CLASS B) £7,000 3m 110yds 


C4 


RMESMLA (S G GtiMft S ftfttB 11 0- 


PAJ3BC OYSTIUHE (14) (Eragyi Ina^EBlS 0 1 E«re) C R Bsn«l 1D9_. 

SPNHJMiftSMI Mo«6 PEhiertPrtiiiba 109 

- 14 Oxtered - 


—ROMM 

Peter Hobbs 


1V5B1- £AH«ama(22aMC0J(MsBTreWlteJRMerU116 
411110- BMRBersAm(Z3HMsftarB94g»)JSpeeang8115 
21frP DBlOI4S13A(H5{37JfflRfl2^HMs)0llrtefc®4113 
IdllT l CHERYL'S LAD (m Cft MsBsreBaTa)NHCTtas)a 5 U2 
4UJ0D4- SunaiCIMSia(2S3)(TAJQlnse)f lbeCJolmqr51010 
641013 SOUlWtt»TO(lflO(D|(W^eo)GBattrg5107 
11446-2 MORSR)CX(43)OtoUFrtbeWRHod^s5m7 
AJVftrenBlOl 


10 04012-6 KBOrs CROSS MfNVHan^J^ 
• r 6-1 



BETIWG; W Cbenfm lad. S-l StireM Hirer, M CadoflgeU. 7^1 mdrnfn Ak, fterth k lidft B-l 
Sima Ureter. 10-1 SoBtfaaatdnO, 12-1 Otters - 
ueSLBaw.lJiwn 5 10 13 Q Mccowt 25-1 <M WWrecOlArm 
“FORMGUTDe 

CHSm/S LAD was tmpressrve In beotttg Hmrt R Gob an easy three tenths af ««»»- 
don and is taken o todow up -despite being raised 10b. Mrtv Hendereon'e flue-yeer-old 
iooitedasthoi^t»woiddbefa«flwntheiimlMw8shaa4ybacl«dnoneihe!esa.sug- 
^sang neB held mhBnre^rd. John Edwsds has set to get Bang this season, so It was 
rut a bed effort Bom Fourth to line to be f&unfi n> Kffans Abbot in tfto Gerry PGNden.on 
to return. He proved a smart nofee tost wrer.wmwg three ouLrt four, anti would be BUt- 
ed by any softening In If* ground- Cadoupild found lugiffining lad fix langms too good at 
Wtnemton and seems to have oaiou0i weigd. 8 comment thrt applies to Mretnar'b Mr, 
wumer of tour on tfie out bsi season. SouOmnptoa pur up one of He best prefemnoM 
when thrt te EsWmo fW at KevAuiy test time, but he again ket his place before staying 
on end will find Rrfifficutt at this company. Wno Malta«sna«r*)*igorrhteNBatonAP- 
b« return, while SabiddRbar Is thaly to need the run. Satoetio* CHERYL'S IAD 


BETUNG: S-lOwr Kris, 94 Daqftaft 6-1 Cbcodwi 6-1 EMam, 8-1 Ocoee (tart Erecattre Design, 
l&lSpartflagYtamh, 14-lNMnew, IB-lDereappa^ 20-1 often 
US4: Saver VYUgs 3 11 7 A MeBM 133 (D rtdwlsord 11 ran 
PORMGUDG 

The form of OANRNB*s hutiRng debut second bo Paddy's Return ts worfdng out pretty wef 
with thbti-ptseed Ocean Hawk (3b worse off now) mnrung at UUcester and the fourth, All- 
time Dancer, gang tn at Sandown. The e^Paul Coie-tranad gelding had looked a big dan- 
ftr two out before making a mistake there and cmM only keep on at one pace after the 
fea to be beaten a (Bngtfi anda quarter by the more esqierlenced wfrater. He wV have learned 
faun the eepanence and tool® a good bet against the penahsec horses. Emcuthre Des&i 
looted fpod when rtnnlng first thw over hurtles tarn Wood rising at NwAuy but coukl man- 
ags only fifth to Batton at Newcastle last tbrre. Elation snowed plenty of to win then, 
fits thW teooese it a row, and couW have Aather mpnxomers frt him. Ota’ Kris footed gaod 
when vrirmfog from a decent field at Newbuy on his debuL He eiavs tael, so Otis cone wB 
eut The same te true of CMcodari, rased gamely when going down a head to Talk 
Back here last month. He mbs bumped at the last and deservedly got the race In the stew- 
ards' room. JOppasov, a SH/p winner to September, faces a son task on to tot rut for 
Charlie Mann, whfie it wUtahe a good performance from one of the newcomers to win. but 
Dom a ppal and Ptote snowed enougi on me Flai to suffleet they can run wea. 

Selection: DANJING 


12S4P4- SWEET QUMf (ffi) (251) (CO) (Mis Matyr Faitaxhefl M Ppe 9 11 10 OBdd^aber 

/llPhl BETTS? TOES ftlffiAD C141 P) I? B«a5lG RvharCsB 11 1 — 6Harttog(3) 

221FP-2 GR1AN COVE (Z71 (Q ifown ftaang) B fltoer 6 II' 12 ~ — W-P Henloy (5) 

11400-5 TIBCnE LAD P7) (D) lUts H F Prendei^sl) F Mjrphy 6 10 10 APfeCDy 

F3U5F1 BBL SOtEFBOY (13) (K W M 4 Sat LnJC Broad (J 10 10 Wllantea 

i finis ’ SS ENOUGH dS) (D) (J A G Meaderfl R BjcMo 7 10 0 A Tory 


1-13224 JKTHB (CAM P7) (D BF) (rtuses Fw Courses Rats® P Ucmarri 4 10 0 Jl Jerteoa (S) 

3iaa-23 VKIORKW»(lfZ)taO)(CO)(BnrMnR[)Co*«emNfia5Blee810() CUeMflyn 

1333-21 tYElWBy<26?fDr AVE<idfc)V&Oo«61PP Pfirt 


_.0date(7) 
_W rtiaphra ys 


Z35 


Q4 


-WManteo 


ASTBC HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS B) £15^00 added 
3m If 110yds 

1 1R2UT- ttiSIYUBHT(244)(Q(lg(BRHBwreugtiMrsJ PonanBlllO 

2 1121-03 WHHTilUtfNCE(l7}(D|(Ms9wanCNefeDrvKBalSy61010 MARr«>aM 

3 111712-4 eMAGNBM»a3)mmMsSAScaUNTvasBan4ta«s9103 CUmQ)« 

4 013156- DOW TELL THE WE (225) (CJ fEte ftaig CkW C Effflcn 9 10 6 lOtixnw 

5 FW112L- BXBOURB 023) Ms ha Wren) MBs H Kr^s 9 10 0 IFTUey 


3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 532213 MAD (USA] DO) (Afar BcxMey) J IMite 5 100.. 

11 544F0-1 UUBU(28)(D)IPJMi>ganlCMasn7l0O 

12 CGU020- SURWNBM247)UufanGareslto)CSmth610O 

13 T20W JMBAL0UilftfRGBrsef3c*iiRBazS9cnl2 100 

14 61P-P40 SHBkBBtS (7HPaddy FaneFi Paorr/Faiy 7 100 

- 14 declared- 

Atiutun 10 a.' True AanScap Weills; jatnSr 9 di 13Sjl l*®r&avo %t 10if>. HBe WncySs fiS, 
boad & Mini 9a 7% Snr Mover 8a 9b. Amcefcu ’a 12b. Snarenee fa SJh. 

BETTMQ: 52 Wie Windy, 5-1 Batter Tbnes Ahead, 11-2 QtBaaCme. 7-1 Sweet Ooa, 8-1 Bel StafY- 
boy. 10-1 Mdde lad, 12-1 Jathb, Item, 14-1 otkoi 
1994: Qtago 4 11 B B Dunoortr 7-1 (M Pipe) 13 ran 

FORM GUDE 

Patience has paid off «wth BETTER TIMES AHEAD. Bach from ewy and two yeas off. he 
has won twee, first under 12st at a turtle over this trip at Ayr and then over fences at Ban- 
gpr. where tne runner-up was Master Boston, who went m at Wethert* last Saturday. One 
who c»Aa deny Better Times Ahead his hat-tnr* is CBan Cove, who made a race of it with 
another hurdleifthaser. Greenhti Tare Away, over an eflra fitoong and a ttalf here foia weeks 
ago. a rare in which Trickle Lad was 15 lengths away fifth. Only sn, Gif tan Cove pnfoaUy 
has improvement m mm. and tncMe Lao should have benefited from the run. his tot store 
jomrg Ferny Murphy from Aldan O'Bnen. After gvmg m-ferm Cettiate 13fo at wanwcE. Bed 
Staffboy is a possibility, eflftou^i he has done r,& racing over shorter ^stances. Sweet 
Glow was betav res best m 1994795. but one noree m form arc mprowig is Wee windy, 
who shrug&d off hfe hemoton tussle with Snenfl to trot up at Fomwe i. He ne eds to be bet- 
ter than ever to wtn from 60 out of the handicap. Selection: BETTER TIMES AHEAD 


a r 

.Ifcr 




- HYPERION 

12.15 Hfgbbink 12.45 Brackenthwaite 
3L15 Go Univeraal JJ45 La MaiUe 2JS0 Rodeo 
Star 2.55 Campaign i30The KHlaloe Run 


00 HORSEDHDHt (2Q B Bajgi 3 10 8 

40 WHTJNE{8)O5hmrooP310fi 


JAMcCretfor 


GOING: GiKxf to Firm (Godd in placet). INSPECTION: 7JOem 

■ Lcftrhond, pear-shaped caureemth' 1 mlto straight. 

■ Cunrne L> E of lawn off the AfiBS (RIB-Jaa 3 & 4). Bws fink 
from DocKtL-acr Central raDiaiy.ttaika. ADMISSION: Club £M; 
Grandstand A3; Family EndOtmOL CAR PARK.- Free. 


SIS 


TfTNNEBS IN THE MCT SEVEN DAX9: Hofe - ' - 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Smutef 1I«H Too IJ2.16) has 
been Mania 1 mites b» WaLIteirt BtetAgiyStratlKWe. 


101 g 1 GLASGOW RADDOCKSSHUNG HURDLE 
| (CLASS G) £2y400 added 2m 110yds 

P BHH06Wg7)JLHBis41ia .... ' !~J I " 

046204 WJ0PSPRBEP«SBM4118~ 
n> suuimofi{ria)Titeey4ii8^ 

Sid wnmracsaWRW«3iio 
3140U2 YACHT OS) C Maw 3 UO,— 

0 K0IDFT(2C)tosSAusbn31C^- 
. ea. OUtTE CrtC Oflg T TtwroonJWM3 M )8 

45y t MCHR08ft(lSRofaidTfni4Sto3lO6 — 



0 — CBI—HUWtmRHDtertralSlOB JIWMwtei(7) 

SO SMKWO(25)l&ptsmg3108 Mm C Spearing (7) 

4 SSWU MUM (20) Mtetfeto 3 10 8 Dtaltey 

4 TaWffWfM8BI{104|JJBtem3108 -Ctee(7) 

0 ANCHOR CROWN (41) J Jereirfi 3 10 3 _0Yeliteees(7) 

54 BBT ROCK (28) B Many 3 10 3 Often 

084 SUNDAY MUL1DO(3a} MssLFteE03 103__FPeHBtt (3) 
-20 dictSBd~ 

Bernute 02 H^bterit, 5-ltecU, M Ttere, 84 CeMaor ftrat, 

12-1 See You AfiWn, M-l Ray HMt, HS^i Horn, 1&-1 odwrs 

fToARl DOORKNOCKER (UOV10NA13 NMCE 
HCAPHTXE (CLASS F) £2^00 2m llDyds 

1 152213 HOOTS RIGHT pi) {DBF) Mb LSIdcM 512 O-EltabteJ 

2 462363- MMMBaUTTRBIOUSE (406) Q Tho«wr8 12 0 — RMereay 

3 ?f W 2 ■MCmnMMIIE(9)Llfe)ff-j9Mt5U6 Atone* 

4 534F4-1 W MOGURIY (20) 08 S&J*cng4 u 5 AIM 

5 OS24f THWaMG(B4^DOtenwflll3 

8. 0M6 CU ^MS PgCH paMHEaae riy4U2 -. ^ 

8 0^54 M WWUlHE M OTGaOTyflt M 13 PMridrt 

9 33m SH006HGU30CECU1S5) JJeriare7 1011 CRm(S) 

ID PPP-002 «KBWP)JAHws4l0 7 = — ttrylrewfe 

U RW5 8BSH GROOM (83) A Streeter 8100 PCtrayO) 

-Xlitoetewd- 

44MrHoriarty,51FH)trilwWgW,6-l(for- 
w, 8-1 AetertUam, 1M Otters 


11-1232 GL£MOT(23)KBteey7111- 


134/224 BA8DEUMEPtt0Sbemoa393013. 

4 43-1120 StiorMMKE(13)MiaMRm)ey910l3 NSotti 

5 F1241P- NHUM)MaBN.(l34)(C)JRaGaakl910 7 JlDqw 

6 P-UUD. GO UNGffBSAL (20){D1 C fttrts 7 10 7 G BRdey 

-Sdedered- 

BEnHGt 9-4 Gteniel, 3-1 te Unbarete, M Slay Awake. 5-1 Cartnhte, 
B-l Hutearirtr-Geoarel. 8-1 Bm D> Ufae 



7*7e1 CARBON LMKIJD NOVICE CHASE (CLASS 
rzrl DJ £5^00 added 3m 

1 U64&-13 IS HIE (27) AJ» 6 11 6 Atonach(3) 


2 Q4JRJ23- CEURCTOMM (2B8) 0 Shereocd 7 11 0 J A McCarthy 

3 PF-F VDCNBDU8Uei(10)MBJBRXMi6U0 HDeyer 

4 me sis nmmuajjapearngnoB — n 

-4« 


BETTMOc 4-5 Le Mefis, 9-4 Celtic Ten, 6-1 Yewrg (Mfiner, B-l Janwab 


4 05F0 BHAMM&M (B) B EBson 4 11 0 J-Wyer 

5 CK6446- BODAIOnim 1279 T fiend s 11 D 

6 BOLD XWER C OWryJ - 11 0 

7 4 COMMON CLO) M Harwwvi £ u 0 

8 h CAMDVAS lEART (489) Bob MW5 6 U 0 

9 U-3 DHBI8I JJCJaeC 110 

ID 3S0-256 HUWSB , HEAWENfl5)JMaa«4U0 

11 OMOO iA»SWWE®JTu»4U0. 

12 1-1333 M4-FNE (18) FfonBIC lfiompm 4 110 

13 53 MBXMOOD JOKER (20) J 4 Harm 4 110 _ 

14 3HJB3-5 SBMA RCN (28) J &Nart£ 6 11 C — 

15 0 SOMBIS8r(81UisNMx3*y4llO — 

16 0OGP- BRtaG FOLLY (429) J TTorpe L U>9 1* R Thornton (7) 

17 1416- QA8K PHOBflX (210) 0 tontan 5109 HBraonm 

13 F0A/ (USOUXy(Z)MisSiLScdBiS109 MOiqer 

19 ZA8CH M nammrac f< 10 9 ItoCBnaMrP) 

- 19 < 


JlkfM 

WFry 


. D Barter 
Wynne 


SPONSORSHIP CLUB HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS Q £6^00 added 2m 130yds 

114105- MOMMY CUB (248) OBJ Tuck 11120 SI 


2. 20 


BOTKCra 
. rent Speech, 7-1 


1 . . 

2 2«1F1 XieiinNTWIITpSjnRIWp&BUU IBttn 

3 442-411 RODEO Sttfi a® &[D)N Tr&s 3 11 S .'&S) _ 3 SJjtoy 

4 rrmr> FUU. OTWWSE OC) (23) (CO) P Caher E 10 IT Lwynr 

5 447730 DRUkBDCX(ia8DmKBatey9106 BDiMeady 

™5 ilr^rlvc d " 

BETONG: 2 -lTlnig Wfcm Wte, 5-2 Jtodao Star, ft-2ftti O Tl ton . 3-lfifon- 
day Oub, 7-1 (torew ti ck 


BOTWG: S-l CareprtEn. B-l Stone North, 7-1 SlgBtt Run, 152 D)Ms, 8 - 
I Part fteeft 10-2 N eebmood io k ar, 12-1 ettert 

‘AJLiET MARES STANDARD NATIONAL 
HINT FLAT (CLASS H) £1500 2m 110yds 

.WOMB 

(7) 


3.30 


f5“«l VULRORTS CLOWN CHASE (LIMITED 

\~=A ^ HANDICAP) £6^00 2m 3f Jiflyds 

1 311Pliy- CMBStMLEfB50)nVlnMItaitiey9117 LWyte 


2J55 


SAUCY KIT NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£2800 added 2m 4f 


& AUMt ALICE (235) J Frrteat 511 : 
BmSI MOON K Oameete. 4 U 4 
CNMIEMID IADY R Cuts 5 U 4 _ 
mss FAREME1L S Shemocc 5 11 4 
RttMt IMSH G Thomei J 11 4 . 


.G Upton 

.CThmer (7) 


W(MyCHASa?P*etiIi6r4ilJ Mr P Seed (7) 

ROSIE Mn 5 Lemvman511 4 Jl 


1 23433-1 ST0HBM«me«mVl68VWfa»a5116 .Ay&efiOv 

2 Pff AUHBfBUJE(573JFUD)d6UO SWjBte 

3 4P AMLMUJDWP8)UVWaiearBll0 PCnteeyfD 


0 THE MUAI0E B1W fB2) (BF ) J M Jrifattrt 4 11 4 JIDajwr 

BETTMK 7-4 The KBahM Rm, 5-2 FaMes Farewrt. 4-1 Auntie Afice, 5-1 
Fra* bftit, 10-1 Md Ooy Cheser, U-lCBe«nttnM Lady, 14-1 others 


[yTHE 

Horse Raciflg 

Commentary 8SS -111 175 : 



CHELTBAHI 

DONCASTER 

HEXHAM! 

fiaHHPL 




RACING RESULTS 


BVKENHAM 

12L10: 1. PROPHETS HONOUR (M Fd»- 
ti») 7 2 ; Z Cyrus The Great 15-8 
of BaMon 7-2. 9 ran. 15. 10. (P HatiSrt), 
Tote £2.80; £3-40. £2J30, £2_1G. TfoaRra- 
casc £4.00. Compuser Sntgti Faroeasc 
fit 0 6. Trip: faao. - ■ ' . 

12.40: 1- SAU30NG (H Durwocdy) 9-4 
bv; 2 . Lucy Iteft 9-2; a. Fion»7-l. 32 no. 
3 . f*. (John Why®)- Tote EL90: CLUJ. 
£L90, £UBQ. Oft £4 30. CSF: £. 1 2.10. Tri- 
CKC £55.76. trio: £ll,ia.Tbew*iner*M 
bou^tr for 5^00 gdneas. Non ftameR Pte 
Of 

1 f. PICT SPIN 6- 1.-28*- 

Mwkfo Bracw2-1 for, 1 OstOw A Prorate* 
11-4. * oa. fK 116- 0 Jertnd.lter iB-BOt 
£2.40, £1-50. £3-50- ^ Foraca^: £7.10. 
CSF: llfl.40. Trio; £26^0. 

14a i. MAretra u f tw^oh-io far, 
2 Hunjftip 3-i; 8. Anttem 14 JL 
smu 12 m (N Cntedtenl. teee £ 210 : 
£250, il.ea Dual Forecart £220. CSF: 

£EJ3. 

210 s 3- DRMHG FORCE UFtiDeyf 13- 
8; 2. Or Jtocteri 6-5 fov; 2 Pucey Street 
Bny 21. 4 ml 2. 10 . fME M MeCDUO. Tote 
£2.60. Dual Forecast £2 ID. CSR £3-64. 


2^4a L ARTK WWCS IW Brenren) U- 
10 for. 2. Na Matte 9-4; 2 Adana Queen 
3-L 4 ran. 2 9. (0 Bremen). Tote £L50. 

Ouafftmasc £ 200 , (xxtvnsxStofft ftre- 

casc £262 

SJft L VICEROy RULER ID tftttt) W 
jtlar, 2 Pynafe Mac* 12-1; 2 Brttan- 
o«im» 6 -l. 8 iaa 24 Jtfe»CanC 0 nChflr- 
te (teW. 7. sh. o JerMns). Wat C4.70; £1.30, 
£260, £2.10. DP. £14.10. CSF: £27^2. Trt- 
cast £13289. 

Qoadpod £1230 Can: won. poof of £7.44 
cariadftrwsrtvjChefiErtBm today). 
Pteeofib £1220. 

Ftoco & iBAL Race (k £tL63, 

NOTTINGHAM 

1220: 2 BARRVBEN (R Masay) 7-2; 2 
Trewoetiten 11-2; 2 te Grand 10-1. T ran. 
9-4 far WfeftT EW, 2«fe. 2 IW Bricboume. 
NereeMfo). Tote £4130: £2-80. £220. 
Dual Forecast £1200.- Computer Sbslgit 
Forecast: £2266. There was no bid for die 
winner. 

-200:3. MHl THYME (G l£fi) 5-1 JtfSv; 
2. (Mb' Bo» 8-1; 2 WWare 7-2 2 S ran. 
51jitoNenSc Breeze ©h). 3*- (M« 

M Rwretey. Safttium). Tote £210; £202 


£290. £4.00. Dual fbrecBBC £20 JO. Com- 
puter StraigN Forecast £5278. Tote Tno: 
£ 1210 . . 

120: X. STUNNING STUFF (R Johnsonl 
33-L 2 OotrareaBe 158 tav; 2 Paper Star 
7-1. 7 ml dSL tfest. (T Gacrge, SiOuflJ.TBte 
£2200; W.2 o, £3.50. OF: £30.00. CSF: 
£8212 

ZOft i. CASIU9«B> Plten) 4-7 far. 
2. Keep R zfoped 100-30; 2 Meegeorga 
20-1 12 ml 2 2 O Mcholscn. TamoM GUF 
W«). te £160; £ 100 . LL40. enm ftef 
Forecast: £160. CSF: £3.73. Tno: £2960. 
Non Runner Zitas Son. 

23 ft 2 R1X SPARROW (A SSntm 7- 
1 ; a. ZuftooQ 2 - 1 2 Sohm 3-L 4 ran. & 
4 tjv Kaep ffJte Distance Mthl. 2 2 (N Trader. 
Matron). Tote £6.80. OF: £900. CSF: 
£10.19, Hon Rumen Saint CfoL 

34)0: 1 ASKTOM (RGaolQt 5-1 2 Nagfr- 

OeBa 10-1 3. CaUeoo Ray 1-5 tw. 4 ran. 
tlist, rtsi. a Tale. Tadcasrorf. Tote £AJ0. 
Dual Forecast LL2-60. Cunvuttr Seaigf* 
Forecast £3i.is. 

X30: 3. ST RELUOH DRIVE (0 Buntwd) 
5-2 far; 2 Euphoric HuMob 7-2; 2 Rkflng 
Crap 11 - 2 . 13 ran. *». nH. (M (Ape, Wfeftng- 
top). Ttate £ 2 . 00 ; £100. £1-80. £270. Dial 


Fcrecasc £ 10 . 10 . CSF; U33A. Trfo: 05. 70. 
Non Runner Supreme Norman. 

Quodpot £20.70 (pan woo. pool of £2100 
earned forward la Orehanham lodayi. 
Pteepot £4379.60. 

Rare 2 £575.26. Place 6 : £2^56^7. 

TAUNTON 

1250: L NORMANS CONVINCED it> 
ftidgrtter) 10-11 tar. 2. Sod Trader 11-2; 
2 King Acrylic 50-1 9 ran. 2. 11<M Pipe. 
Wfettnflorti. Tote {2M-. £140. 0.90. 
£250. Duel Forecast: £2^2 CSF: £6.56. 
Tro. £4160. There was rn bid for the win- 
ner. 

12a 1. FBAMCK (T Oasra'ICi U-l:2 
Coobee 20-1: 3. Take By StOto 9-4 tsj. 
12 ran. Vr.r*. (R Hodges. Somerton). Tote; 
£ 9 . JO; £2.80. £700. £J_50. Dual Forecast 
£50.70. CSF: £18220. Tneast £612.17. Tntr 
£335.60. 

U5Q: 2 LUCKY EDDIE 1 C Maude) 12-1 
2 . fiortMi 12-1-2 JWt Aade8-1 34 ml 
2-1 fan Show Forth (5th). lib. 4. (P Hobbs. 
Mnehead). Tote £10.60; £2.60. i3XX>, 
£280. Dual F0IBC3SC £51X0. CSF: £14230. 
Tmr £23340 fpart won, pOOf of £263-02 ear- 
ned forward to Chatanftam 3.45 today). 


220: 1 TOUR LEADER (B Ftert) 9- 1; 2. 
Royal Piper 11-4: 2 Special Account 20- 
L 9 ran. 2-1 tav Lead Vocal ta (dim. Hd. 3. 
IB Butidcr. Bnopon). Tote £Hl£t £2.80, 
£1.20. £2.40. Dual Forecast: £10.60. Com- 
puter Shaun Forecast: E3L28. Tncasu 
£43620. Tno: £39.00. Non Ruonfirj. Cod 
Cfoiwt & River Is&nd. 

250: 1 CERTAIN ANGLE (C Maude) 9- 
4 fav: 2 ScotDrt 33-1 3. AOre Smith 9 
L II ran. 3. 15. (PHcbte. Mlnthead). Tote 
£3.40, £2.10. £4.60. £2. 70. Dual Fbrecasc 
£35.10. Computer S taiga toecasc £61.42 
Tneast' ££3520. Tn« £12720. 

320: 1 THE CAUMBJE (A P McCoy) 7 
2 ; 2. Sports View 15-8 far. 3. NonSc Val- 
ley 9-2- 6 ran. sm-hd, 9. (G Btidrtg, 
FyfeU. Tote LlJBb £280. U-70. ftd Fore- 
cast £4.60. Compute SlrangM Foreca: 
£10.16. Afrer a suwattis' inquiry, the result 
stood. 

jinKpuL n« won (pool of I10L894.S0 ear- 
ned forward to Cheltenham foteyl. 
Qaadpob £30M (cart won. mol of £24.93 
earned forward to Cheltenham today). 
Hacepnfc £749.50. 

Place 5: £8432. Place & £119.44. 


Facts and 
fiction in the 
fight game 


Boxing books are apocryphal 
fantasies about men who con- 
fuse fact and fiction. The sport 
is a bloody business wiib an ex- 
aggerated literary past and is 
best summarised by Don King: 
“Yon get what you negolraie 
and not what you deserve. r 

This year Don got what many 
thought he deserved - be was 
savaged in a real boring book. 
There are homicides, shootings 
and sweet trickery splattered on 
the pages of American journal- 
ist Jack Newfield’s Only In 
America: The Life and Crimes of 
Don King. (Morrow, SI 9.99). 

Deaths, conn battles and 
shotgun thugs follow Mr Ma- 
laprop, but his Teflon defence 
enables him to survive. It should 
be remembered that King did 
serve time for his crimes in the 
1960s and is not a fraudster op- 
erating as an innocent. King’s 
violent past is known and New- 
field’s quest for (ruth suffers 
from familiarity. 

Steve Collins, the apparently 
mild-mannered Dubliner who 
beat Chris Eubank twice this 
year, found lime for an autobi- 
ography. Celtic Humor (O'Brien 
Press, £5.99 1 is full of glorious 
i nsigh ts that expose the men who 
cam money from the sport. 

Collins is a maverick and is 
clearly as much a player as the 
people he writes about. “Box- 
ing had helped me develop an 
instinctive distrust of people." 
he writes. When he remembers 
the time away from his wife and 
children, a tender side emerges. 
At times, he is both bored and 
mad: it is his life and he needs 
the chance to fight and secure 
a future. His chance finally 
comes when Ulsters Ray Close 
fails a brain scan and Collins is 
offered a fight against EubanL 

“I began To believe that for the 
first time in nine years things 
were beginning to turn my way." 
Collins "recalls, after watching 
Eubank lose his cool at a pro's 
conference in Dublin. It was af- 
ter this conference that Dublin's 
Lord Mayor, John Gormlcy. of- 
fered to accompany Eid'^nk L.n 
a tour of the city. Thw !" . . . i * .v 
ply is the spon’s funr/es*. mo- 
ment of 1995: "Rick t -'ity!" 
It is a joyous bul often rn- .ndanc 
boxing tale - Collins made r .ear- 
ly £2m this year. 

The world’s two finest I Hiring 
publications are British - Box- 
ing Monthly and the seven-day 
fix for all fight junUes. Boxing 
News, now in its 86lh year. 
They each have the onerous task 
of reviewing the sport’s dullest 
books. Therefore, it is shame- 
ful that the roving editor of Bar- 
ing News. Harry Mullao. who 
also writes for the Independent 
on Sunday, was forced to pub- 
lish a compilation of his work 
on his own when there is so 
much rubbish primed. 

In Fighting Words (Cole- 
bridge, £10. Tel: 01227 83QJ49) 
MuUan floats with ease from 
forgotten bruisers like Evan 
Armstrong to the joy he felt 
when he finally sal down ai ring- 
side to report his Grst Muham- 
mad Ali fight It b real. Hb short 



James Reed 

finds the winners 
in the world of 
boxing literature 


piece on Eubank is one of the 
best ever written about the 
enigma from Brighton. 

Arlene Schulman spent 10 
years with a camera and a pen 
in .American gyms and at fights. 
77ic Prize jjgjncrs { Virgin, £14.99) 
is full of intrusive photographs 
of boys with bbek eyes and men 
wilh blank :yes. As a voyeur 
among the ordinary denizens of 
boxing’s smelly halls, she 
records the conversations in 
detail - her time in Ghana with 
Azuftuh Nelson is impressive - 
hu» in every gym. every day, the 
dialogue is the same. However, 
the photographs are cool. 

David Prior’s Ringside with the 
Amateurs (Stantonbmy. £10) is 
the esoteric stormer of the year, 
n list> every champion since 
1S67 and that includes boys of 
II. weighing less than five stone. 
Harry Carpenter introduces the 
amateur sport's finest book. 

Peter Heller's nightmarish bi- 
ography of Mike Tyson, called 
simply Tyson (Robson, £10.99). 
is updated to include the August 
fight Other Tyson books in 1995 
were criminai, but not as bad as 
Clwmpion of the World (Virgin. 
£9.99). It b the Frank Bruno sto- 
... again, but Malcolm Severs, the 
author from nowhere, fails mis- 
erably. Thb book is terrible. 

There are rumours that a mi- 
nor fight manager b planning a 
coven series of Dick Francb-style 
thrillers. 1 hope not because nov- 
els about boxing are disastrous. 
The exception is Budd Schul- 
berg's 1947 classic The Harder 
They Fall (Alison and Busby. 
£$.99. publbhed last month), li 
ripples wilh complicity and the 
sweet science has never been so 
beautifully exposed. 

There was one work of pure 
fiction in 1995 and it was quite 
good. Peter Btauner’s Casino 
Moon (Viking. £9.99) had its 
moments with Joey SDails and 
Vinnie the Eyelid, but Elmore 
Leonard docs Atlantic City far 
belter and James EUroy has cor- 
nered the boxing vignetie market 

Finally, the most important 
book of the year - Bob Mee’s 
British Bating Records 1996 \TeL 
01789 73035S). Mee’s tome has 
grown each year and the fourth 
edition - sadly uoi available un- 
til after Christmas - will include 
complete records and weights of 
ali 635 active boxers in Britain. 


The two sides of 
Christie revealed 


As you might expect Linford 
Christie’s authorised autobiog- 
raphy and hb unauthorised bi- 
ography provide very different 
pictures of one of Britain's 
great athletics champions. 

The official version - To Be 
Honest With You (Michael 
Joseph. £16.99) is an unre- 
markable example of the genre 
in terms of structure, beginning 
at the beginning, ending at the 
end. But it b enlivened by the 
genuine tone of the man - a mix- 
ture of generosity ami suspicion. 

Otristte's world divides into Us 
and Them- he b considerate and 
loyal to those whom he consid- 
ers “okay”. Hb protectiveness of 
his coach, Ron Roddan, and his 
real appreciation of hb vast pub- 
lic support b touching. 

But the others had better 
watch out He does not forget a 
slight, and there is a fascination 
in reading his account of those 
whom he feels have crossed or 
insulted him in his career. 

Among them he numbers the 
former national coach, Frank 
Dick, the former British 100 me- 
tres record holder, Allan Wells, 
members of the British Athlet- 
ic Federation - and, of course, 
“tile media” - or large sections 
thereof When the real intrusions 
he has suffered at the hands of 
the press are set in the person- 
al context, the justice of some of 
hb complaint b strengthened. 

Duncan Mackay’s Linford 
Christie ( Weidenfeld and Nicol- 
son, £12.99) is an intelligent and 
lively pulling together of the de- 
tails of Chnsrie’s career. Obvi- 
ously it misses the first-hand 
insights and warmth of (he man. 


Mike Rowbottom 

on the best reading 
from the world 
of track and field 

But it is atmospheric about the 
big races and provides on occa- 
sions a more dear-eyed account 
of Christie's life, containing awk- 
ward details such as the time 
when the subject took a journalist 
by the throat to put him straight 

In hb own book. Christie ex- 
presses hb disbelief of the an- 
nouncement that hb British 
team-mate. Diane Modahl, had 
tested positive for a massive 
amount of testosterone in 1994. 
He goes on to talk about hb - se- 
rious doubts about the whole 
testing procedure”. 

A year on. Modahl has be- 
come the first British athlete to 
win an appeal against an origi- 
nal four-year ban, and her au- 
tobiography, The Diane Modahl 
Story - Going The Distance (Hod- 
dcr and Stoughton. £14.99) is a 
gripping account of her trials 
which gams much from being 
drawn from contemporaneous 
diaries kept by herself and her 
husband and coach. Vicente. 

In parallel to the exhausting 
campaign to clear her name 
there is a love story which could 
almost be published by MiDs and 
Boon, But when you read the 
details of their mutual torment, 
or of how he snatched & knife 
from her band after she threat- 
ened to harm herself, you are in 
tite presence of something vivid- 
ly and scarilv real. 
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sport 


CHAMPIONS’ LEAGUE VERDICT: Dutch confirm their class while England’s representative draws strength from a poor campaign 

Ajax emerge as the age’s greatest team 


N ow the British are depart- 
ed (contribution: one win, 
five dismissals and apunch- 
up)tiKChampka is 9 League is dis- 
tilled to an elite i 


to an £lite octet. Thai, at 
least, is the theory, hi practice 
Uefa, the governing body of 
European football, appears to 
haw? a probfem in the quality con- 
trol department. As the compe- 
tition reaches the kixx±-oul stage 
there is one outstanding team, a 
contender, a pretender and five 
likely mafceywejghts. 

Ajax are the class act The 
holders completed a European 
Cup record 17-match unbeaten 
run with their 4-0 dissection of 
Fereacvaros on Wednesday 
night, surpassing the achieve- 
ment of their great forerunners, 
the Rinus Michels team of Jo- 
han Cruyff and Neeskens- 

They were impressive 
enough last year, defeating Mi- 
lan three limes, inducting the fi- 
nal However, die retirement of 
Frank Rijkaard looked as if it 
would leave a significant void, 
especially as one potential re- 
placement. Clarence Seedorf, 
moved on to Sampdoria. 

Instead the Dutch dub have 
become, if anything, better. As 
well as winning five of six 
Champions' League matches 
they are unbeaten at home, win- 
ning 14 of IS league games. 
Their domestic dominance is to- 
tal. Only Feyenoord, in a cup 
game, beat them last year. Vfortd 
Soccer magazine's Dutch team 
of the season was an Ajax XI. 
The hegemony gives the lie to 
Rangers' complaints that they 
cannot prosper in Europe until 
they are stretched in Scotland. 

While the defence remains as 
tight as ever (they have conced- 
ed seven goals all season) Louis 
van GaaL the coach, has created 
a yet more expansive attacking 
style which has garnered 72 goals. 
They come from everywhere 
with a dozen different scorers. 
Patrick FGuivert, still only 19, is 
supported by Nigeria's Finidi 
George on one wing and the cov- 


Glenn Moore considers Van GaaTs side 
capable of surpassing the Cruyff vintage 

be between Ajax and either 
Panathinaikos or Lcgia'Whisaw. 
Neither prospect wfll frighten 
the Dutch. All of which under- 
lines how bard it is to place this 
Ajax side in perspective. Last 
week they struggled to beat a 10- 
man Gremio to win the World 
Chib Giampfoaship, only doing 
so on penalties. However, the 
pitch was awful, the players were 
tired and lacked motivation. 

Afterwards "Van Gaal wisely 
resisted comparisons with the 


eied Marc Ovennais on the oth- 
er. The Finn Jari Litmanen plays 
behind Khriveit and the De Boer 
twins, Frank and Ronald, chip in 
from manner of places. When 
Kluiven is rested another teenag- 
er, Nwanko Kami steps in. AH the 

while Danny Blind, the side’s cur- 
rent elder statemen, marshalls 
from the back. 

Ajax’s best performance this 
season was the one in Madrid 
when Real were flattered to lose 
2-0. The match demonstrated 
the fluidity of Ajax’s move- 
ment - and the gulf the Span- 
ish champions need to bridge if 
they are to claim a seventh Eu- 
ropean crown. Real's preten- 
sions wil] be severely tested by 
Juventus in the quarter-finals. 

Like Madrid, the Italian 
champions have faltered in their 
domestic league, and they also 
lost at home in Europe, to 
Borussia Dortmund. If that form 


Cruyff generation, who were 
world club champions in 1972. 
But he did add: “Ws remember 
that team as fantastic. Maybe in 
20 years' time people will speak 
the same way about us.” 

It is increasingly likely. The 


id more about their opponents’ 
weaknesses than Juven tug’s 
strengths- like Barcelona’s dis- 
mantling of Manchester United 
last season - it is misleading. Ju- 
ventus, unlike Barcelona, are a 
team in harmony with them- 
selves. The Dortmund result 
came after they had already 
qualified and the disparity with 
their Serie A performances 
merely emphasises the priority 
placed cm the European Cup. 

Whoever wins will meet 
Spartak Moscow or Nantes in 
the semi-final. The Russians 
have impressed but their side is 
unlikely to remain intact until 
March. Oleg Romanstev, the 
coach, has already stepped 
down, while Viktor Oiiopko is 
said to be bound for Spain. 
Should Sergei Yuan. Yuri Niki- 
forov and otheis be lured else- 
where, they will struggle even 
to beat an ordinary Nantes side. 

The other semi-final should 


I underpressure from giants 
such as Milan and Barcelona, has 
helped aclub like Ajax most The 
financial rewards have helped 
diem resist offers for the likes of 
Overman and, although See- 
dorf left, they replaced him w ith 

the Brazilian, Mardo Santos. 

And they win get better. With 
Santos injured. Blind, at 34, is 
the only player over 25 in die 
side. As BBC TVs Dreaming of 
Ajax programme illustrated, 
there are more young players 
emerging, the latest being the 
19-year-old Nordin Woo ter. 

With a new stadium ready for 
next season the chib will at last 
have an arena to match its foot- 
ball, and another reason to per- 
suade its best players to stay. The 
last great Ajax side was broken 
up when Barcelona bought 
Cruyff and Neeskens. This one 
is less dependent on a few in- 
dividuals, and better equipped 
to retain its stars. They could be 
champions for years. 

EUROPEAN CUP Quarterfinal* Fkst M (6 

M*ch) Lt«H Wfepwv Pu a UMM ftag Nbt*ei vSpor- 

ceii Moscow; Real Madnd vJuwntusiBaima Doit- 
rrumfvtyn. Second tatf 20 UkK SanUfaate 
ftrst La£3Aprt;aocoad lag, J7 Aprl - quaner- 
toMlvquarte-ta4:quaner4nal2vquanar-«- 
naJ 3- Rnst 15 Mjjt (Vrixe to DB arranjed). 


Ajax’s results so far this season 


World Club CbanvlmNpa (Toluol 
Gremio iBratf) 0-0 (A|hx won on penrtns) 
QktxMMP fti—noioni" 

00 Real Madnd 1-0 (Qwrmara) 

(A) Fsanooros 5-1 (UonsnenS. Hurrort, F 
DeBoer) 

(H) Oasshoppere Zurich 3-0 (NuMrt 2, 
Geo*) 

(A) Greahoppers Zurich 0-0 

(A) Real Mated 2-0 (Unremen, Nuivetl) 

(H) r erenewroe 4-0 (Oremton. R De Boer, 
Umanen 2) 

Dotch Super Cup 

FqenoaitJ 2-1 {R De Boer. XMvert) 


Dutch I 

M Ure«40 (Date, teWat. and, Reuser) 
(A] Wngen 6-0 (George 2 , Darts, Over 
mars 2 . Raiser) 

IH) Sparta RoBertam 40 (Km 2, Overman. 
Reuser) 

(A) Go Ahead Earfes 4-0 (Woaur, Kanu 2, 
Darts) 

(H) Fortune Stood 4-0 (FDe Boer, Kanu, R 

OeBoer.Ownwtf 

(A) NAC Breda 1-0 OOiMitJ 

(A) Heerenveen 4-0 (Darts og, Umanen, 

Wutveit) 

(H) VBessa Arnhem 30 (towert. Darts, R 
DeBoer) 


WTV w nreBuchede30|)*nanBn.(XCTnaB2) 
(A) Feyenoord 4-2 (Bo^rde. Utmanen. 
Overmars 2) 

(H) Voiendam 4-0 (F De Boer. R De Boer 2. 
Mooter) 

(H) Roda JC Kerfrade 6-1 QQuwrt 2, LK- 
manan, Btod, Darts, Kanu) 

(H) PSV Bndhwan 1-1 (Kanu) 

(A) RKC wastejk 3-0 (Ktuvert 2, Ltonanen) 
(H) Grarengen 4-1 (Hubert. umanen, Kmu, 
OvermanO 

Totat P23 W 20 D3 (ona of which «as lat- 
er won on penalties) LO F72 A7 
12 (Menu scores land ana nan | 
scores MuhatlA, Umanen ] 



No 1: Marc Ovarmars celebrates the first goal in Mfednesbay night’s 4-0 thrashing of Ferencv!aros 


Photograph: AP 
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Ccrt.E £12*99 


IKE PIS TIA'mUfi 

SKILL 


Cert.E £12.99 


Cert. PG £10.99 



Ccrt E £12.99 




Cert. PG £12.99 


Cert. E £12.99 


A question of sport: 
Which of those great titles 
should you buy? 

It’s true, men are only interested in one thing. Sport. Which means 
buying them a Christmas present couldn't be easier because WH Smith have 
a great selection of sporting videos. All you have to do is choose one. 


WH SMITH has the perfect gift for sporting heroes. 


EE' 


Double exit 
at Spartak 

Spartak Moscow yesterday suf- 
fered the departure of their 
manager, Oleg Romantsev, and 
their international defender 
Victor Onopko. Romantsev, 
who has been coaching Spartak 
and the national squad, decid- 
ed to quit in order to concen- 
trate on preparing Russia for the 
European Championship fi- 
nals. Onopko, a key player in 
the national t eam and a key rea- 
son why Spartak were the only 
team to win all six matches in 
the Champions campaign, is to 
play in Spain with either Atleti- 
co Madnd or Oviedo. 


1 CHAMPIONS' LEAGUE RESULTS AND TABLES 1 

Ormra A firanpC. 

P W D L F A Pts P 

FanathMterot 8 3 2 1 .7 3 11 JmoIh^ 8 

W □ L F A Pt» 
4 1 1 IS 4 13 
2* 3 1 8 8 8 


-814185 7 

Aalrarg 6 1 1 4 5 12 4 

•Dinamo Mar eroeflerf 6r atten&ri Mcft 
mgmdfwu. 

Names ft Rmo Oe * 0 ynami>Hav 1 , PiraMrata 
0; ParaMuHK3. Nanas 1 : RsvZAatogCt 
Nam 3. Atengi; tore 0 , Rarwtewtea 1 ; A* 
bore 2, Pa n aBSrafi M 1; ftnahteaimr 0, Pares 
ft AaborgO. Nam 2: Ponarimtens 7. Aafcag 
0 ; Pm z Neirts 2 NnnO. PsnoAnarts ft 
AstngZPonoZ 


P w o L F A Pa 
6 0 0 15 4 18 
2 1 3 fi 8 .7 


2 5 
6 1 A 


HoMnbore. 


2 0 4 11 16 8 
114584 


Dortmund A Juwnw* 3; SUM Bucharest Z 
Anfa ft Itopm Z Dortmund % Juventus 3. 
Saaua Bucharest O; Dortmund 1. Staaus 
Button* ft Juwnus 4. Rangers l; Rregtre 0. 
Juventus 4; Seaua Buetmest 0 , Dortmund ft 
RuwnZ Saaua Buctees l; Juventus i. Don- 
nun) 2; Dortmund 2 , Ruigare 2 ; Staaua 
Buchuwt 0. Juventus 0 . 


P W D L F A PI* 
-8 5 1 0 15 1 18 
3 12 U 510 


AJW- 


uea VMoMvZnoaoBdcre 1; BtocttLEi 0, Sper- 
«NM(Moml: 8 bartakM<acsMZVaBsV(K- 
vw 1 ; RmenboqZ BadAwn i: Lo 0 a Wenav 


1 . BtocUbum ft Rowrborg 2. Spaittft Moscow 
4; Spam* Moscow 4, Ronnoore Z BtacMxsn 
0, Lefie Wenav ft Spsrak Moscow 3, Btacfc- 
bum ft nosoaoreS, Legawenaw ft l£ 0 e 
saw a. Spsrak Moscow l; Baekfaum 4. 
RoaanboreZ 


—6 1 2 3 9 19 B' 
—6 0 2 4. 3 13 2 
Mr Z Real Irtedrid ft ftanhopow 2nd ft F^ 
enevami 3: FhrsniMrea Z 5: RsM Madrid 
2, ftanhopoar Zurich 0; Afa 3, Qresshoppcr 
ajridi ft Real Madrid 6 . Fgmcw aus 1: For- 
srowos Z Real Madrid U Sasshopper amch 
O.^Mft.Ra an cve w ZftaMhopparZbiitft3: 
Rad Madrid ft Ip2:^a 4. F aaioaw ft 
ftasehopper natch 0. Rial Madnd Z 


are not 
in vain 

Guy Hodgson asks 
why Blackburn took 
so long finding their 
form in Europe 

At Ewood Park, the air of frus- 
tration was as palpable as the 
drop in temperature. After five 
--shambolic games in the Cham- 

- pious’ League, why did Black- 
bum Rovers Suddenly fed their 
form vriien it was too late to 
qualify fra - the knock-out st age s? 

- With ^weakened team Black- 
burn beat Rosenborg 4-1 and 
looked less like a side who were 
naive - and technically ill- 
equipped to face the best of Eu- 
rope and more like unfortunates 
who happened to run into bad 
luck, a tad run of injuries and 
bad farm at the wrong time. The 
words “if only” echoed round 
the ground like a prayer. 

In retrospect, for all their tac- 
tical failings -and width denied 
them by Jason Wilcox’s injury 
- the mam reason Blackburn 
failed to qualify for the knock- 
out phase lay in their sequence 
of matches. Facing the best 
side in Group B, Spartak 
Moscow, handicapped a 'start 
that was compounded by hav- 
ing to visit their two rivals for 
the mnneis-up position in their 
next two matches. 

Had they gone to Moscow 
first and then met Rosenborg 
and Legia Wfcrsaw at home, the 
four points they accrued from 
those fixtures in less favourable 
circumstances would have left 
them needing only three more 
to qualify. In an atmosphere of 
hope rather than despafy they 
would probably have got them. 

Of course the pressure was off 
when they met Rosenborg, yet 
it was revealing wbat they were 
capable of against opponents 
who had to attack. Suddenly 
Rovers, impotent hitherto, had 
space that manifested into a hat- 
trick for Mike Newell and a 
penalty for Alan Shearer. 
Newell, honestiy, said his goals, 
scored in nine minutes, miked 
a performance that was not as 
emphatic as the scoreline sug- - 
gests, but Blackburn had eight I ' 
pliers unavailable. 

■ “It’s been an experience," 

Ray Harford, their manager, 
said of The campaign. “Maybe 
we didn’t enjoyit but that’s part 
of foe learning process. I think 
everyone is tetter for haling 
played in Europe.” 

The next flung in Harford’s 
sights wiflte qualifying for Eu- 
rope to put his revised thinking 
in to practice. Given the signs of - 
improvement at Ewood Fbik, it 
should not be beyond them. 

■ Blackburn's poor disciplinary 
record in titeCtampions' League 
has cost England an extra place 
in European competition nest 
season. The dismissals of Colin 
Hendry and Ruil TOirhurst phis 
the punch-up between Graeme 
LeSaux and David Batty means 
that Tmgfan rf are unlike l y to fn>- 

ahm the top three of the RrirPfey 
ratings, which brings an extra 
Uefa Cup qualifier. . 
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TMs w ookon d 

TODAY 

CUAMfe Macatar SootBsh MertChampl- 


wood Road, Djca, Abante en . fTet 01 
724454): Sesame today: 8 pm: tomorrow: 
lOem. 3pm, 8 pm; Sunday: Mart, Oe-breeks 
3pm- Mnl Rmfc UMerOsMad, Rftxtey, Jat- 
skle. (Tet 01796 473337 ).Hmesa 9 fcrAb- 
adaen. Forf a r In d oor Sports, SuaMaldpRoad. 
Forthr, Tanda. (Tet 01307 48866® today: 
3pm and 8 pm; somofliw: 10 am. 3pm, ton; 
Smday: lOem. 3pm, tobuts ftm. tMLBuu 
iWt. tavemcas. rtfliwd. tTat 01463 23S713) 
as Abudem. South of Scotland «nZ Gtosar* 
Road, Lodtertta. Dumfries. fTd; 01S76 
2 02 197) as Abadsan. MirayfleW Curing. 
RwrodsM Crescent. ft* 0131 346 

7363) today: 73Qprrc tomonow: 10am, 3pm, 
7 -30pm: Sunday: loam, Da-dreaM 3pm. lee 
Rr*. )rtaiwfirrrt. SUtee. Central fegonfrel: 
017S6 4503899 today: 7 ^ 0 pnv womec 
9am, 145pm. 4^4Spm; Sunday. 1 . 1 am. rie- 
hreals 2 J 0 pm. rtonti West Caefla Hast stran- 
rear. Dumfries and GaHaiwy. CTefc 01778 
704413) m FarMr. 


PICK OF THE DAY 

THIS WEEKEND /Pool 

Moscora Cup 
Basildon . ... 

Last year's Mosconi Cup proved 
a success and the United States 
team have returned to defend 
their 16-11 wn over Europe in the 
9-ball pool event The format ’at 
Basildon remains the same - a 
Ryder Cup-style series of singles 
and doubles matches between the 

seven-man teams. The United 
States side boasts too former. 


FOOTBALL: FA CUfttfftcmMfe, Mtatfi 
ktsumnoa and SeoQMi Uaeio. 
RU 6 BY LEAGUE: Raffit Trophy quanaMSnaL: 
VAdnaa v w^n tio^T 
RUSBT UMOffc CB Sanaa TourMattfc Souft- 
WestvWeMam Samoa (7X9 (at Oouoastari. 
ChwafulChannonshir MldardsvNartfi (3-0) 
(XNetOnffmmf. Irttfi MtoPAavInent Ctum- 
pnnah 4 E Lefnoer v CamacM (230) (at 
CkiMrd: Munster v Eoies CZ30] 

Part. Hemeten Wasn Laaeia. 

RAOBM Otattonai Hint mtmm aWtod): 
WOLVauMAWTON (AM WMbar ReOrMrerv 
ban £15; Q a rtatasl £ 8 . (7.0). CbMtdrt— : 
Out £15 (krtore. 1S-24 yoei*, £ 8 fc Tsttar- 
srts £32; tatorfa £5- 02.50); Doocastor 

CU £14; Grandstand £8; Farfy.EncioM 
S3 tunder-lfis baa af rtdosuH). 02-101 
H^docfcCoony Sarid £15;7MWSMb £& 
Norton Start £A (OAPs hatf-price n Trtar- 

a atettertw). 112^01 UntM* Munbus 

£ 12 : Ta * " 


£ 8 : £4.02.15). 

fiuiq urtmivwrtif criampl- 

on«p: Rm We priM, hoMufv PW fyen 
(Haciroay) (Vfcric Hall, London). Ado on ilia 
on ilia aaven-Oout cart to tha WBC Intar- 
cor dna nrt aup artw n a m Mi l gw . trfainpi- 
ootap ba&man Alfred Kotay, of Sou* 
Africa, and RadtbCnz from itieDoRtncan 
RspuUc. Tichres £29. £30. r* 0 ade ISO. 

an. YtorK Has, 


Umffin E2. 


Tha promodan aansarT 
Ou Ford Road. Bethnal 
(Tet 0181386 2243)- 

SUUMT 

nOIBALZ- FA CaAMPrerreenhp: Notoneum 
F^vAttonVrt{^Erts^LartreF«« 
DMapre Uian » W oh a r t n mpm n dS5) 
RUGBY LEAGUE; Trophy quortarin* 

tZW: Lwk v CaMK St Helenav Htite; Kl. 
ringtonvRKMai&SunscCai«toaiyCham- 
ptontMp, FM andSaort OMuons (wiouft 
RUWYUNmbOS Couwv Charoptons^p 
Southern Grocjp Prwl Rw: GhansonMm v 
Devon 030) (3r Rom Four Somar- 
coLwConwal OJO! »Srt 0 *e«rt. Tsmanu 
Scofflsh InarOkina Oumpiorawp: Gbs 0 M 
vSoseisti &j 6 h CL3ffl tatBumbmc. GasBrt. 
Sou* of Scotland v North and Mularefcft.Q3 
(« Poyndpr PmK Hnwten Water 
(ja«ja Rnt OhaoneflortHnftJ vCantf (Z5Q). 
cyclo-cross: Nqrm or Enfjarw Chama- 
orteKps (ConaaD). Tha aartor tea mortte a 
fleroo comast Baaa aan ma date nann ham- 


pton, Tfcn Gould, tte ScfMtm Mar, aref the 
tertmaa CMarailoru . Oati YOuntteRndy 
Mcri«s«n,the 1392 winner, (**Crarg(JX»- 
raond BacM. and Stow Douce, trie team Am- 
tads ridenrtn tsrw*aafled fcrtPa Nuthem 
toe. JuvcnSerf race lft30am. under- 12 s 
13.13am, juniors, veterans and Monran 
liXHara, santois U5pm. The venue Is. dw 
(bmwrCtmssaSaehwri®, Cd Durham. Sou* 
i). The seraor race 
{cortmsLbeovem 
*« Nadonsf chanpton. Same Chcha. of 
Tesn Relate), ml me rider he succeeded to 
the tWe. Roger Hammond, of South Western 
no. Gtty hoal. or Soon imemadonal, M tea 
rider most Dealt to case an upset In the 
woman's race, Cmfine Meander Bln a ctasa 
of her oral aid Jamas Msway should tea off 
the onxtetfon h the Junior event Juwntarf 
raea liam,haSara, veterans and woman noon. 
uadw-12* Harp, eotwrs Z45pm. Crabtea 
PbntHdoa iwBg&gitofce. Hemitese,isjua 
off Junction ate of M3. Eastern Qfl rt Wi Bt s p a 
(Lnicotoj. The meedng opens trtt a mountain 
MM «ee at 1030**, fafcwvwj py undor-128 
«!L4Sam,jusenflB8ar3246artoBiwcat- 
ooortaa ailpm. Sort: Common, Unooin. b 
■auuvwaet or *a.QBr off *e B 11 S 0 inxt, or 
late A48 from Na^nuntoUnooto; mid- ■ 
mg the by-pass. MSdbnd Cha mp tangfiips 
(Otbaft The couKvrtus 41 and unundBaae 
bss at this venae new tome span. Firet race 
b at Ham, wkh *e jumr, vearans and ' 

vrcmerfSiitfeMc»*-l2.i5pmandihB9e- 
nhrs at 1A 5pm. Mndeby COiat centre, near 
Tertid. Shropsteo, & reached by A442 Kid- 
daernneter road, tuning left at lor iron- 

brta& Gote# Mmoiti and Madtev- Webh 
ChWonshpa (SwaracaJ. Jttfbn Winn (&- 
w» CO oonulatBd a hat-trick oTucuries 
£.£2i£'S f eham P*°™hip last year and a 
tourthten bygeaw. ftat race 11am. mail 
M M 2pnt Malta, StHhan, Svonsaa. Were 

Next week 

FOOTBALL (7.30 
FA Caring I 

( 8 . CD. Itaesoav: totaiuaUuua l Match: &». 

^MsertandNonhfisstvClrtertoal 
if -4al; snroHituy v SuiUwpe; Vltalsd v 
To^i^ C7 .4^ Wow r^v &r&Md {7^5 far 
Wwiei Htexteare K). WOduernay. &- 
wp— >Chunpfaate»pMa f olfcRqiuB8coi 


world champions in Lou Butera 
and Robert Hunter and the run- 
ner-up at thisvrear’s World Cham- 
pionship, in Taiwan, last month, 
Dallas West West lost to the Ger- 
man, Ofiver Ortmann , who plays 
for the European team, which in- 
dudes the snooker players, Steve 
Davb; Jimmy White axl Alex Hig- 
^ts and the European Masters 
-pool champion, Daryl Peach. 
Spectating is free- ' 

Hoarto grtfiwaf FMat Hte, Cranes ftrm 
Roaft8a8idan,Easa^.onA127AamJuao- 
tlon29afMffi.rret012B875234ae.Sss- 
an are etapniond 8 pm today and a 2 pm 
anoL 7pm tomorrow and Sunday.' 

defend v Ptotfiolands <8^J) (at Itomoot fO. 
M 8 v Mw Oa*na*:Bwrta ni vCB- 
iorar;Gcnoa vOWtanxUjinnifAnQona; Be- 
ru|te vRxt Vale (830). Ohwp ft Bresosv 
■ v^Broromch(&30):6HtechvSatafiBWia; 
Re8Bana»Stote(B30); Southend vFogBa. 
Thursday: HI Cop second rumd niptay: 
BuoonvFUham. 

Rdwv UWUE Wodnaadte: Stones caa- 
tm*y ChHUtomMp (730): StHMavvOU- 

ham; Wmn v HaMBx. Rnt DMsion (730): 

BaOey vWUnes Rorfidate v Wotefleto. Sec- 
ond DMMad (730): Banaarv Hunstec Chor- 
ley v SMnton; Htejfetd v HJ1 KR; v 
Ooncaner . Yorir v E ft a nfty . 
mXXCf UMON: Tuesday. Five Nations 
£ Tou) °ubb * Baneaan 
Trw» (7.0). CS Sartos Tour Matdi: Enff- 
tod Aewte eam Samoa ( 73) Cat Gateshead). 
Cow» C lumplqnaliln Herthara feoap: 

raicMire vOrtHre (?. 1 S) (at UwpoitfSt 
^BBLKalnakaaWtohLaaeMHbtDi- 

Vtsterr awsnseav Liana* (7X»T Ctob Matcfr- 
«Pmtyooolv Bbh. VMe (715; South Wales 
Ptfrce V Mounki Ash (7.0). tttetoaariw: Rte 


Wte tona Bato toan CopPoM ft UatervB^ 
g ^-Bonte sa ( 73 ) ( K Beam. CU Uretor- 
21 County Champtenstiin ifidtoaito ftoat 
Egs Mktente v feitti MiSands (730) (at 
Nontm pt onf - Rapr a s an tatlva MatcteAnty 
vNwZeBtod Amqr(7.0) Ar Atearehod. M- 
.gytteMWtelraraartaB— rgJgfcBrt- 
Wv Carton (730); CowrHry v Qoucesier 
(7-301; Rugjy » PtodStesm fT30). 
RACSfft MaMtow Hes ton AHM r TaOMMb 
1830; Courb (A, (Hrst race 1245). War^ 
lafcte Chb £12(18 to 24 war mditg; Tat- 
tostfis S& Course. £5. 0230). Tuesday: 
Wolverhampton (Wfi uamben £15: 
QwidKand £6. (US- Wteatoac CU> £12 
(under-lfls tea); thuhbms Easa 0230). 
Wednesday: Banfoc Paddock £ 8 ; Couse £4 
futder-lBs tree al mdoaures). (1230). Ea- 
atecQuHManiMWddd(£9t 3wr FS«f4J0 
(accompanied under-lfo free). (E! 46). 
T hursday: UNgteLD (AW); Members £12, 
T«tora*£B;38wrftrtt£A. OZ50).South- 
«NftCluh£12;T>tMaafls£6 (OAP mon- 
bars of oumond Club SA, eccompaned 
ureto-iBsftw). (lxn.TrtreastacMambM 
£1% Tkoareatora: Co«e£4 (Car plus oc- 
■ ilS). (1Z40). Friday: UNQRBLD 

" iCatoarteftCUittfl; 

- (mte-163 free al 

naouor. tww, H to a fa nL Cfab £ 9 - Tat- 
tareaft £6; Cotaw CLIO). 
NEXrwaXEND 
RKWB»IA:S»totoy FACretog 


Emteete* Vaa®je uid Scoosh leagje pro- 
Bansnas. Sustaqr: FA Caring ftantoteuE liv- 
apooivltenrfiestelJnto (4ABi(tote> l« 0 » 

Pfest DMNon: LeKessr CKy v Nonoch (3.0). - 
HU8BT lEAfiUE: Sunday: Stones Centenary 
C ha mpion sh ip. 

nueBrUNTOffc Saturday: Saw and Prosper 
kit e ma flo nat England v W e st er n Samoa 
030) (X Tafctannam). Utah Urter-Prorindal 
ChampionsMp: Munster v teratar C230) Tat 
MWtesw Par*. Corfd: Uteter v Ertos (230) 
(atBeHast). Temeras Scottish Championslvp 
Ragtoal Laasre. Swplec Cup fcunh round. 
RACttft SteutoK Arab Mantes £16 (Ju- 
nior Members 16-25 years, half price); Gnand- 
rand and Paddock Lift Stow Rme £3. 
(12.15). Cattaridc » Friday. (1235). Hv 
dodcCaim Stand £15; Taowafe £9: Nw- 
ten stand £4 (QAft haff-price inTaoeisatoand 
ftorton Stand). (12»0). UttHrtartCkib £15 
(DAPS £ 12 ); Tanasalb £10 (OAPs £7); V 
Onne £3. (1230). ~ 

Plan ahead 

The Paris suburb of Montreufl provides . 
the wsnue for not Febnnty’8 VtaW 
cydo-crtss championship and the 
BritfshspectatDrwithaoomfoitBbfoai- 
pomirety to Hutch the ieadftg riders in 
the French capital. 

Brfttti riders sftouW feel at home on 
the idling terrain of Parc Monbeau In 
MontreuiJ, but the road sections wBl 
make the course very fast, which wm 
t» to the liking of the Ranch. 

The British teem will not be an- 
nounced until after the National chanv 

ptondifoa on 14 Jarruaix but co n t e ndere 
include ftoger Hammoru, who rides for 
the test time in the espo&s race, now 

derated to World Champtondfa status. 

He was sixth last year and seme of the 
feeding (Wshere are too oU to quatfly. 

For the senkxs race or the Sunday, the 
toadir® performers this season are the 
profcsaonafe, BanieCterke. the National 
c^wmpion, and Nick Craig. 

Sporting Tours, of West 1 


vjwuis crciwa aim us 

2J88 hotel ba^ancW*wk- 

teat pa ckage py luxury coach; with 
transfers to Montreud at £139. 

Paift. France. 34 February 1398. 

MTAbte S3S mtoto* from *8 
w»mps EVstoi on the maoo dim No 9 to 
frme to MonoeuHL By car Al tMWte Ra* 
22. M and A86. Race pnr 


21 Manor GarOens. PooHh* 

Hfesr tote»BLS2i inb. 
(Te/ and tor 0113 2gf3fll71. 

P etails of forthcoming events with 
mfonnation on tickets and venues 
5™rd be sent to: The Sports 
jJesk, The fadepcodeat, l Cana- 
S Canary ^ Whait^ London 

EI4 5DJL Fax: 0171 2&3 2S94. 

Compiled by Paul Maher 
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Football 

DAVID MCKINNEY 
Waiter Smith yesterday -sat 

down with Paul Gascogne, in an 
e£fort to direct. his £4. 3m sign- 
ing back on to a steady course. 

. ThemterventidhoftheJtangas 
manager, wbo dediped to reveal 
the outcome, was overdue for 
a play er whose reputation, af- 
forded trim the. benefit of the 
doubt when : he arrived atlbrox 
in the. Summer, but who has ' 
been mcreasmgj^trymgthe pa- 
tience of h» employers. 

His disnussal’m the Cham-" 
ptons’ League match ait Bonis? 
sia Dortmund on Wednesday 
was a ai tarnation of pressure 
■ on and off the field, and if Gas- 
coigne feels victimised by ref- 
erees, the Scottish Football 
Association arid the media, he 
- also foils to realise the self-in- 
flicted nature of the publicity. 

Gascoigne is the most expen- 
,ave purchase in the histoiy of 
Scottish football, and as such has 

rarely been out of the headlines 
He created uproar in a pre-sea- 
son friendly when he mimicked 
tbeplaying of a flute jtt Ibrax, the 
problems in his persi^ltfe were 
well -publicised, and his actions 
against Aberdeen on 11 No- 
vember were scrutinised by the 
SFA mid the'Procorator Fiscal 

More recency, the SKA has 
seen fit to investigate claims from 
a member -of the public that a 
photograph showing Gascoigne . 
patting the backside of Hearts* 
Alan Lawrence is an indication 
of the pfeyer bringing the grime 
into disrepute. While reporters 


Dreams 
for Bisl 


Tstr*Jr *>► * i*- a 

MW 




... — NOVEMBER: Shewn yBRwrt^fer^ 
•• "ft?”* Hlbn^mock' 1 

ft. : Efe&js .ref-l 

--■'We John fiowtotftmdespte e $e-J 
as, .ties of .e&wrtng • modems . arid 4 

aria-,1 

• %. tateh ban ftrBrfognggfete&itodfe: 

m^^^SSSSSSSS^^i 

**• " ■ V &*&&& tor *1M jpi- Jbdd* I 

c*ed in s 3-3,-xiraar wfth 

aDTylyfej^te'atPBrt^ -Cette to'cner 16 

Vbe^^psseajQd^o^.ViPenal^ ^txi^ antt WMs-a' one-1 


*Sw. 


; fStt-.itafl cart ®-b 

flten • LawrenceT- -.tansara pfewr .for two .booking Ki a 
VrtWfltofMto): 2-2 da W wtth. BonfettrOortniund In 
sftninto'ttUhSi^ Swnwn*. Sat wft*Flbr.*J«jl .on 

raMtfsrgKife^ .. r Andfoas Mflllrt tecprtf jbr tflsserrt at 

delight iaSBng pages about his : Although he scored a trade - 
private life, the governingbody, mark goal against Steaua 
% thek -actions, have joined Bucharest, Rangers finished their 
them. As » consequence, the grt^withortawinajKlcertamJy 
player has indicated he will no '- Gascoigne’s reputation could 
km^q»eak to die press. Even become damaged if people were 
/then,- the. player’s aptitude for .. to begm to question his ability to 
selfindujgesce dunes through as ...operate at uie top leveL 
be tas signed an exclusive deal At some stage, David Murray, 

with ta. trulividual newspaper. - the Rangers chairman, win have 
Incxeasmgfy, Gascoignes on- . to' decide whether his gamble 
field actions have taken referees has paid off. He has shown in the 
tetheedge. Some of his actions past with both Graeme Souness 
verge on the childish, but despite and Duncan Ferguson that he 


. operate at the top leveL 

At some stage. David Murray, 
' the Rangers chairman. win have 
to' decide whether his gamble 
has paid off. He has shown in the 
past with both Graeme Souness 
and Duncan Ferguson that he 
is not afraid to push the button 
on the qectorseat, and not even 
tiie reputation of Gascoigne 
would prevent him doing so if 


Gascoigne's reputation could 
become damaged if people were 


dr his mental attitude, jio one 
. has yet questioned his ahflity as 
apla^.Hehasdemonstrated 
taiGocmmed &Qsin flashes, bat 
Gzscoigne's -worth must be 
gauged against the backdrop of 
the Qiampions* League, not 
aguxist Fardck Thktie. . 


Gascoigne did have one piece 
of good news yesterday - the 
SKA are to take no action over 
his bottom-pinching escapade. 


Wembley 

SUttOn Dutch squad 


RUPERT METCALF 


While the four remaining non- 
League dubs in the FA Cup - 
Enfield, . Woking,. Cinderford 
and Gravesend - prepare for 
next week’s second-round re- 
plays, 64 teams fbrwbom^Mh 
pearanceatWembleyisa far 
more realistic dream will tie en- 
gaged in the third rbund of.the 
FA Vase tomorrow. ■• ' * 

Only one of the tournament's 
previous winners will be in ac- 
tioni Diss,‘ the 1994 victors, 
travel to Slade. Green. Neither 
of last season's finalists are in- 
volved: Oxford City have been 
promoted 7 tb the FA Trophy 
while the Vase holders, Ar- 
lesey, were knocked out in the 
second round by Thamesmead. 
Another shock result at that 
stage saw Dorking, who only 
three seasons ago gave. Peter 
Shilton's Plymouth side a tough, 
game in theFA Cup, lose2-0m 
a replay at Bishop Sutton. . 


BastotbaH 

eupwB se uBicuE BbmMwnBuuge 
Derby Sam 92; laeesarMea 71 Man- 
chester Giants 97: worthing Seats 8 B Lon- 
don Toweffl 99.. 

WAiOffliotto 94 Ciewlard 82. Boater 105 
MSTl lOl.PndBdeDhe 10S Dates 87, IMcfi- 
b«Bn9GAiUna 79. Ctwa 0 > SGI Non York 
94, Mtmeaot&lOSWaw Jersey 97, rtsoseon 
112 LA LaKHs99, Ortando LD9 Gofoen State 
107. T r 

Biathlon 

WOmOCUPM^20fan<O*tBrssiCl.SM; 
fin* «*nt of nmo); t V HMriM (FW 
54mn 4iBeecK) mjaMA; zSTOmoir (Rue) 
5*454 «0>: 3 PMauAnw (Puaji545ftl 0). 


BirmJngnam"s Robot McCracken is to 
mate a first delenca oftis Common- 
wealth mWdJeweigW; title against 
Worcester's Mia Biay res mntk tt)* . 
befflBn McCracKen. urtioston the vacant 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


10m 


The amount, in dollars, titat 
thefeder^ Ayiatfon Admin- 
istration te spending on At- 
lanta’s Hartsfietd - Interna- 
tional AiQJorL atead of n®ct 
summers 04yrtip»cs. Tbe aim 
includes £ 1 ^ 2 m wi ®dra se^ 
curity ro^sures. . 


It istbe progress of clubslike 
Bishop Sutton, that ^ves the 
. Vise ns special flavour* While 
the later rounds of the Tfophy 
usually feature dubs jEamuiar 
with high^irofile fixtures in. 
both the BA Cup and "ftophy, 
the V&se is more representative 
of the grass roots, of the game. 
■^jjBisiK^j^httori, based in the 

C3iw WJeyjust south,of Qrfc-.- ‘ 
tot areveiy much vflfageside: 
tiieir Bttie ground, with no seals 
or fkxxffights,ktiK&ed away be- 
hind. the Butcher's Arms pub, 
and all thdr players live local- 
ly.: After theu'heroks against - 
Dorking, tomorrow the Great 
Mills western Lerigue team 
travel to the New Forest for a 
tie agamst Lymington. 

“We really are a family dub,” 
Roy Penney,. Bishop Sutton’s 
secretary, said last night. “When 
wewerttoDcririn&wetookour 
gateman, his wife, and our ball 
boy vritfrus and well be doing 
the same at LymingtcxL What- 
ever the result, well have a 
bloody good day out” 


crown by beating Canada's Fitzgerald 
Barney last month, will lace Busby at 
theAsmnVSa Lefiire Centre on 31 Jan- 
uary. TeMord's European mWcfleweJgbt 
champion, Richie Woodhaft, wffl male 
a defence of Ws tide on the same btt 
but his opponent ts not yet Known. 

Cricket 

Chris Broad, the turner Engand open- 
ev Is threatening legal action aratnst 
GloucestasWre over a. missing £L200 
payme nt Into bis pension fiind. Broad ne- 

with an arthritic hip, 
but the county haw withheld payment 
claiming a £2500 bn when Broad ib- 
tumod a sponsored car on a traSec 
Noalr«anWireyesteitlay compiafidthe 
-stei^cfthe'itortebjre batsman Ashley 
Metcalfe. The 31-^awM opener has 
joined them on a two-year contract sf- 
tsr being reteased by his native county 


TODAY'S FIXTURES 


Football 

-BORO BA IS LEAGUE OF IRELAND 
h»nte^)M*iMAiWone , lbwnvDrog^ 
da'.llnHed ( 8 . 0 ); Shefboume v UCD 

•ggjtty | mfr '■ 
snw^camotARVCHAimoNSMP: 
ShefB^d Eagles v Workington Town 
C7J0).' 

flARLAVOUTHTOUR MATCH: Lancashire 
. IKtfiLv Ausoata' pit WgW- . 

BaskotbaB. 

BUDWSraiEAGUB Doncaster ftifflwre 
v Newcastle Comets (8.0b London 

■ LeopaKby names Vrifley (7.301. . .' 

RM^ 

BOAT RACE TRIALS: Cambrta^j craw 
[U5, Putney embanhrart).',-: ■ 


Arsenal’s Dennis Bergkamp 
and Glenn Helder have been in- 
cluded in the Netherlands’ 17- 
man squad for the European 

the^^juMc*m/frcland at An- 
field on 13 December. Defend- 
er Winston Bo^rde replaces his 
suspended Ajax team-mate 
Hmk de Boer, whfle ^ax strik- 
er PBtri<k Khuiert retunos to the 
squad after serving a ban in last 
month's 3~0 win over Norway. 

tsniraiAlOS SQUAD (Bwopoan Cftaro- 
ptoMhAi pt*y-c4tv RajxMc of beteod, An- 

Md, U DecontMT): E van dor Sar (Al«). 
E do Goo* (Feyanoord). M Rddgar, D 
W Boeardo W Apd. A tew {RSV, 

Rods JCl. R da Bore. E DwMs (both 
R WRachga (BontesuO, C Seodorf 
I. AWtatar (Uao), P KUmt, M 

(botti Au»3, D BoAnv, G 

Htfdar (both Areanai), Y Mukter tSchaSw). 

■ The European Court of Jus- 
tice will announce its final de- 
cision on the Jean-Marc 
Bosnian transfer case in Brus- 
sels ot 15 December. The trans- 
fer market faces collapse if the 
court follows the recommenda- 
tion in September by one of its 
chief legal advisers that it should 
declare the system and its lim- 
its on foreign players illegal. 


Somerset are consWeringthe **ng Aus- 
tralian aft-rounder Shane Lee as a pos- 
sUe suxesaortD Murtap Ahmed as their 
overseas player next season. The couv 
VsdkBcur of cricket BobCottam, fein 
Austnda watching tee ptay far New South 
Wales rasfesLWest Indies In a four-day 
match.™ hatd-httngrrtdtfieortler bats- 
man and quick bowler Is tipped to be in 
tofitrafia's squad fcr natyeeft Worid CigL 
Brian Lara should be ^uen tbne to sort 
out his career, the west Indies teem 
manage Wes IteH, said yesterday. Lara 
withdrew- fiom the current tour of Aus* 
oaHa ffl the last minute after being fined 
- along with with three other players - 
by the Wast kxtes Cricket Board of Con- 
trol for misconduct durtng the summer 
tour of England. "I think that what you 
ail should do Is to leave Brian Lara alone 
and let him and the west Indies Board 
work outther prebtems. Pressue e what 
turns a rock feto diamond but it can turn 
It into dust," Halt said. 

TOUR HATCH (Hret day of tour; Nmrh- 
tie, NSW): West fndtes 238 (C Hooper 63. 
S Camptwfl 53; D Fnedman 8 for 47); New 
South Wales 13 for 0. 

FootfoaQ 

pcjrtugat have foduded five rf Bobby Rob- 
son’s Porto plmers in a 20-man squad 
- fotheirffltnfylrtsmattonai trains 
fend at YMsmWey next Tuesdsv 
PORTUGAL riqrad ft Entfand, 72 

Owe): A Nano (Gumaraefij, R Correta (Bra- 

Bti,JCo 6 tBCPCctD),P Sartos PnrtAR Jorge 

IPotto], C Secnstorto (Penn). FCouto|Par- 
n^.HCil«aoi«»ffier&a),DTaJlt8il*IBart- 
llea), E Ptosa (Sportfog). S Pinto {SpCrtBlfl. 
p Soata Uwemua). L Rgo SarcsJona), p 
Rarbesa (Strains. H Goons ©ornate), A 
FoRia (Porto). J V Pinto (Berica). D Car- 
swfln (Sporting), J Domtagaor {SpOrtnfl, 
P Ah**(SpwWg). 

The Norwich defender Robert UHathome 

has Tinned down an improved new con- 
tract. *1 haw made hkn an offer which 
litlli* is substantially Bripraved from the 
one he mbs consktenng end he has 



Cutting a curve: Austrians Alexandra Meissnftzer on tier way to winning the womens super-giant slalom at VaJ dlsere, France yesterday. In beating 
Heidi ZeHer-BaeWer, of Switzerlaid, by almost half a second, Meissnftzer was recording her first World cup victory Photograph: PA 

Sampras limps out as Becker strides on 


Tennis 


Boris Becker beat Byron Black 
7-6, 6-1 yesterday to become the 
first player to reach the semi-fi- 
nals of the Grand Slam Cup in 
Munich, but Pete Sampras 
puffed out because of inflamed 
muscles in his right leg. 

The withdrawal of Sampras 
allowed Goran Ivanisevic to 
advance unhindered to the 
semi-finals of the richest tour- 
nament in the world. 

Sampras said his leg started 


acting up after he suffered 
cramps following a five-set vic- 
tory over Andrei Chesnokov in 
last Friday's opening singles of 
the Davis Cup final between the 
United States and Russia. He 
then helped win the doubles and 
clinched the second singles to 
give the US team a 3-2 victory. 

“It’s best for me to go home 
and rest for a few days,” Sam- 
pras said. “First I felt a bit stiff 
and then I couldn't straighten 
my leg. The Davis Cup took a 
lot more out me than I thought. 
I didn’t want to finish the vear 


like this, but it was getting 
worse and I didn't want to take 
any chances." 

In his opening match Sam- 
pras suffered a nosebleed but 
had few other problems beating 
Patrick McEnroe 6-1, 7-6 on 
Wednesday. A German doctor 
who examined Sampras said 
“the biceps of the hamstring got 
inflamed at the joint of the bone 
to the knee." 

Despite hi withdrawal fiom 
the tournament he won in its in- 
augural year in 1990, Sampras still 
collected $761500 (£500,000) - 


S50U.000 as a bonus for winning 
two Grand Slam titles this year 
(Wimbledon and the US Open ) 
and $262500 for reaching the 
quarter-finals in Munich. 

Earlier, it took Boris Becker 
one set lo adjust to the game of 
Byrou Black. Black, a Zimbab- 
wean ranked No -40 in tire world 
who entered the tournament as 
an alternate, matched Becker 
shot for shot in the first set un- 
til the tie-break, when he was 
overwhelmed by the German. 
From then on. it was plain sail- 
ing for the No 4 in the world. 


“Ji to<ik me a while to gel 
used lo his style,” said Becker, 
who won the ATP World Cham- 
pionship title in Frankfort lasL 
month. “I started to read his 
game better at 4-4. when 1 had 
my first break point. But he 
fought well. He played well 
until the lie-break. ” 

In tomorrow's semi-finals, 
which will be played under the 
best-of-five formal. Becker will 
meet Todd Martin. Martin led 
Andrei Medvedev 6-3. 3-6. 4-0 
when the Ukrainian retired 
with a left-ankle injury. 


Illingworth warned Rule changes to help attackers 


England A’s management will 
advise Ray Illingworth to re- 
think part of his World Cup 
planning after the latest expe- 
rience of their Pakistan’ tour. 

John Emburey, the A team 
manage r on the tour of Pakistan 
which continues today with the 
third Tbst in Peshawar, said: “'We 
have found good practice facil- 
ities generally very difficult to 
find in Pakistan, except in 
Karachi during our first 10 days. 

“In Lahore we couldn’t find 
a decent chib pitch to use for 
nets because of private match- 
es going on all the time, and 
promised facilities were never 
available when we wanted them. 

“In Rawalpindi, where Eng- 
land also play a World Cup 


match, the net pitch was not up 
to standard. Here, the net pitch- 
es were dearly not rolled after 
the Pakistan A team practised 
on them yesterday, nor were 
they covered.” 

Atherton's England are due 
in Peshawar on 15 February, 
and they play the United Arab 
Emirates an'd the Netherlands 
there on 18 and 22 February. 

Emburey said he thought it 
might be worth England staying 
on an extra couple of days in In- 
dia following their opening 
match against New Zealand at 
Ahmed abad on 14 February as 
then they would be assured of 
good weather and they would 
know they would have a good 
standard of net facilities. 


SPORTING DIGEST 


turned It down,' Martin O'Nall, toe Nor- 
wich manager, sakt. Tm disinclined to 
go back . 1 

Aberdeen wiB adrrw eveyone tree when 
their abandoned game agjMnat KH- 
mamock is replayed next Mfednesdau 

A power cut forced toe poix* to call off 
toe fixture after 57 minutes at Plttodrie 
this Wednesday. 

SOUTH AMERICAN SUPERCUP RnaL 2nd 
leg (Wo de Janeiro): Flamenco (Bra) 1 In- 
dependents (Aitf 0 flndepe o denre nan 2-1 
onaggj. 

Golf 

OAnCTO OPEN ( Obiw , Japan) laadteg 
flntnxmd score* (Japan udIoks stated): 
66 T Sukhaia. K Hcanano. 67 B Watts (USi, 
N Senzawe, H Mesfesf. T Natenvs. 
WESTERN VIETNAM OPEN (Ho CM MMi 

City) Leailiig flrtt-fwoid ecorefc 88 C De- 

nere (US). J Sew (Aus); 67 Lin KengcH (Tai- 
wan); 68 0 Boutet (HX). 

Hockey 

Jason Laslett has been appointed cap- 
lain of toe Great Britain squad for this 
weekend's wo marches seanst Be(gum 
In Brussels. 

Ice hockey 

Pat Schafhauser. the American-bom 
member of the Swiss national team, has 
been paralysed after crashing headlong 
Into a bamer during a league match. 
The 34-yeaMiid tripped 51 minutes Into 
the game between the Swiss teams 
Oaves and Lugano and skidded on his 
stomach head first against the side. 
NHL Hanford 7 NV Wandas 4, Montreal 4 New 
Jeom 2 . tlf Ranpas 5 OncagD 5 lot). Tampa 
B 8 y 2 Anabetn 1, l« AngBfos 6 Wnvpeg 3. 

Olympic Games 

Denmark's government has rejected a 
request turn the comb/fi OMnpc Com- 
rroOee © btd for toe 2004 summer 


Games, sayng tne aitiatne came too late. 
The government finds that toe appli- 
cation was fowarded too late for the Irv 
nematiQna) Olympc Committee deadline, 
whereby bids shall be delivered to the 
committee by 10 January 1996," a gov- 
ernment statement said. Several rates 
have expressed an interest m hosting 
toe 2004 Games, including Rome. 
Cape Town, Seville, Buenos Aires, Rio 
de Janeiro, Istanbul and Lille. 

Rugby union 

The Midlands have broudit in PatJ Crialr- 
nor of Harteqtins as replacement for toe 
new Engand llytelf PBU Grayson for toe 
CIS Divisional Championship decider 
a$anst toe North at Nortin£iam to- 
morrow. The Mfeftands are forced into a 
second change, with centre Afestair Heir 
of Moseley replacing Matt Aten, vtoo has 
withdrawn with a shoulder Injury. 

M ©LANDS (v North. No tti ngham. Saturn 
day): JQnSfltriB (Rugby Lions); A SmaBwood 
(Ncnmtfemj.BWtietstom (Bedford), A Karr 

(Moeefeyi.HTI aM iwy cr oft |Nonh j »iiplorii:P 

ChaBhor iHarieqimsi. J Farr QMnrangion 
PWM: M Votond (NoTOwmpron). R GocfcarM 
(lecestarj. N Webber iMosoeyt, J Ptaftfos 
(Nortnampioni. D (ksncock (Ctwentiy). I Sk- 
tagaiey (Bedford). B Ponntney (Northamp- 
ton!, C Tntuck (Leicester, capo. 
R ep lace men t s : s Mover [Rugrtf. A Hep- 
tar i Northampton!, a Royer (Ntxangiami. 
C Johnson (Northampton!. M Freer iNcx- 
tmgfiami. G Seely (Northampton! . 

Ice skating 

NHK TROPHY Rflore sharing conpettkm 
(NAGOYA, JAPAN): Compulsofy ice dance, 
pain: 1 S-L Boone and V hraatz (Can) 0.4«s: 

2 M Anesna and G Peaerai iFi) 0-8; 3 E 
SietoirakOM and D Kaiariiyga lKsS*-l 1.2. 

Skiing 

WORLD CUP Wotnen’s St^er-gfant Btaom 
(Vel trUAro, Fri: 1 A MBSEmror (Auu lmtn 
14.56$w; 2 H Zeiter-Baefer (Sett) 1:14.97: 

3 M SuteWc (Sloven) 1U5.13: * C Won- 
DUet (Frt 1:15.18: 5 l H Marten (Non 


Rugby League 

DAVE HA DR ELD 


This weekend’s matches will be 
the last played under familiar 
rules, with sweeping changes in 
the way the game is played com- 
ing in next week. 

From Monday, games in the 
three divisions of the Rugby 
League, the Alliance and Acad- 
emy competitions will feature 
significant differences. In future, 
the side scoring points will kick 
off, thus effectively giving pos- 
session to the opposition and, 
in theory, evening up contests. 

Two other rule changes affect 
league's most distinctive feature, 
the play-the-ball. The side with- 


1.1519: 6 h Serange* iGert 1:15.40. 7 M 
Enl lOr) 1:15.44: S T Schneider (Auu 
1:15.46: 9 A Wachter (AuO 1:15.55; 10 H 
2urbng^r> tSutP L'lSSe. OveraO Wartd a* 
standing: 1 Seidnger 220pts; 2 Enl 151: 
3 Massrwaa 148: 4 Zefer Baehler 144: 5 
Street 140: 6 wachter 112. 


Snooker 

GERMAN OPEN (Fmnfcfurt) Second round: 

A McManus iScuw Dl P Orion (Eng) 5-4; D Roe 
(Eng) bt 5 Dans rEng) 5-3. QuarterJtnate: 1 
Higgins fScoi bt D Morgan (Vrafl 5-4 

Squash 

MAHINDRA CHALLENGE (Bombay) First 
round: M Ca«ns (Engl bt D Jenson (Ansi 
15-5 15-J 9-15 17 1ft S Parte (End bt A 
Fmzy lEcypil 15-5 15-5 15-10; P Guner 
(Eng) txT Hands (Eog) 15-9 15-3 3-15 15- 
13; C Walker lErag a: O Etooiossy (E&pu 15- 
11 15-10 14-17 15-9: S Meats (Eng) bt H 
Wens iGen 15€ 150 ISO mens conceded 
the intuc /1 due roarWaWufy alter *rx game): 
C Van tier Watn (SA) bi A Hill (Atisi 17-15 
13 2 IS-O; J Boretzn iFrl bt PCifeoiy «Sre» 
15-6 15-6 15-6: 0 ftvon iMi bt D Hams (Eng) 
8-15 15-9 7-15 lSi-10 15-19; A KrWand 
(Eng) bl M Oartt (USi 156 11-15 11-15 15- 
5 15-7; B Daws (Auti KAAiGhareeo (Kiiwj 
15-2 1512 15-8: P Nicot (Seal bt A Bara- 
iiaG&m 15-11 10-15 1S-3 U-15 15-8. 


Tennis 

Todd WOOdbndgg: and Mart Wood- 
foe de. toe world's leading doubles pair, 
have teen split for toe first tew in three 
years d Davis Cup competition with Aifi- 
tralian officials omimngWbcfoforde for 
February's matdi against Taiwan. The 
Melbourne youngster Mart PhlllppcxJS- 
9S. Pai Rafter. Jason Stoftenberg and 
Richard Frombergjo»i Woottxidge m the 
team. 

Martin Lee. thrt ei toe worid junior tark- 
ings, heads a l5-sro*£ British squad for 
the Orange Bowl World Junior Champi- 
onships in Miami from 17-24 December; 

GRAKD SIAM CUP (Municti) QtEwtef-flnais: 

0 Better M 8 Blacti iZim) 7-6 51. 


out possession will no longer be 
allowed to strike for the ball, but 
the man with the hall will have 
lo play it backwards. Thai 
means he will not be allowed to 
play h lo himself and ran - even 
if there is no marker. 

The other change, moving 
scrams 20 rather than IQ metres 
from touch, will make less ob- 
vious difference to the way the 
game is played, but will, again 
ui theory, open up Lhe attack- 
ing options from scrums. 

The changes, suggested at a 
conference of coaches in No- 
vember. were approved by the 
Rugby League Council this 
week. They are still regarded as 
experimental, but all the signs are 
that, if successful. Ihev will be 


adopted by lhe Super League. 

Maurice Lindsay. ~ihe 
League's chief executive, said: 
"Our aim is to make the game 
of rugby league as exciting and 
thrilling as possible for our sup- 
porters! We believe that these 
new moves will do exactly that.” 

Dewi Morris, the former 
England rugby union scrum- 
half. has ruled' out coming out 
of retirement to play for Work- 
ington. whose opponents 
tonight. Sheffield Eagles, will be 
without Paul Dixon, suspended 
For one match yesterday. 

Barrie McDermott, the Leeds 
prop, has escaped without a 
ban after being sent off. and his 
club have joined the bidding for 
the .Ml Black Junior Tonu. 


Tyson gives bout thumbs-up 


Boxing 

Mike Tyson's right thumb, 
which he broke last month, 
seems to be healed and ready 
for a real bout, or at least the 
one scheduled with Busier 
Mathis Jnr next week. 

Tyson said his injury, which 
caused Lhe postponement of the 
bout with the light-hitting 
Mathis on 4 November, said: 
“I'm just so conscious of it [the 
thumb]. Thai’s why I try it so of- 
ten to make sure it's OK." 

Tyson, scheduled to fight 
Frank Bruno in March for the 


World Boxing Council heavy- 
weight title, appeared lo be in 
good condition in a workout on 
Wednesday, knockingduwn his 
long-time sparring partner and 
friend. Nate Tubbs, with a lefi- 
right-left combination. 

“Mike is a foi stronger now 
than he was before," Tubbs 
said. “In the past. I'd see some 
of those shots coming. The one 
he knocked me down with I 
didn't see coming." Tubbs was 
asked what Mathis could expect 
against Tyson in their scheduled 
12-round bout. “Thirty seconds 
of pain." he said. 


Ryder Cup team wins award 


Europe's Ryder Cup team, vic- 
torious in America this year for 
only the second time, arc the 
runaway winners of the Golf 
Writers’ Trophy for 1995 . 

Despite Annika Sorenstam's 
unique feat of topping both the 
United Stales and European 
money lists, Colin Mont- 
gomerie's Order of Merit hat- 
trick and Britain and Ireland's 
regaining of the Walker Cup. 


Bernard Gallacher’s side col- 
lected nearly 70 per cent of the 
votes among members of the 
Association of Golf Writers. 

It is the third time in 1 1 years 
that the Ryder Cup team have 
won the award given to the per- 
son or persons born or resident 
in Europe who haw made the 
most outstanding contribution to 
golf during (he preceding 12 
months. Gallaeher will be pre- 
sented with the trophy during next 
July's Open at Royal Lytham. 
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On Monday: 24-page sports section 
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CRICKET: England batsmen unable to maintain interest on cloying surface that bowler DeFreitas belatedly finds is to his siKing 


Thorpe 


thrives 


on damp 


ground 


DEREK PRINGLE 


reports from Paari 
England 263-8 v Boland 


The supreme effort needed by 
the 1 •oortrvkkzrs to breach the 
lofty Drakensleia mountains 
that flank this pleasant ground 
made them a determined and 
hardy bunch, not given to fail- 
ure. Although these are quali- 
ties Michael Atherton has been 
preaching and practising since 
assuming the England captain- 
cy. his team do not seem able 
to follow their leader. 

Atherton was not playing yes- 


Paarl scoreboard 


(FkSt day of tour Ergand non toss) 

ENGLAND - Fkat toning 

RASmMbSteAng 


39 


•A J Stewart b Stafeng 


39 


S P Drwtey a I'M Gorrushuys b Drew 6 

G A TTXHpe C VM Gerrrwhuys b 56 

G A Hick b Hendeison 32 

tR C Russel not out — 45 


M WatHnson c SuBng b Hendeiaon _24 

DGougn b Waou0tby 3 

P J Martin c L*M Gennstuys 

b DeFreitas 3 

R K nwgwwtti not out 7 


Extras U&5. wl. nb3) 9 

Total (tor 8,107 mm) 263 


Raft 1-54 2-74 3-113 4-160 5-180 6- 
217 7-2248-233. 

To bae M C BOG. 

Boatae (to Uft Deletes lAO-lT-l; 
WSo^by 17-1-63-1; SteOng 13-436-2; 
Henderson 35-2365-2: Drew 28-4-77-2. 
BOLAND: L D Farmra. B C Bastoy, K C 
Jackson, T laartf, • P Kuper. w FSteMne. 
tin BBnnBwjis, Pa j Oafreaaa c w Hen- 
derson. C M UUoigrty, B J Drear. 
Unfim M Bags and R Brooks. 


terday as England, after the 
thrilling stodge of last Monday, 
seemed unable to maintain in- 
terest on a pitch whose surface 
behaved like drying putty. Only 
Graham Thorpe and Jack Rus- 
sell seemed intent on making the 
undemanding Boland bowlers 
work for then wickets, with Thor- 
pe scoring 56 and RusseH batting 
dose to three horns for his 45. 

This ground is only in its sec- 
ond first-class season. Last year* 
the equivalent match here 
against New Zealand had to be 
abandoned, the umpires ruling 
the pitch too dangerous after 
several batsmen were struck in 
the throat. To prevent this hap- 
pening, the groundsman has 
taken to watering the pitch just 
before the start, and already this 
season two matches have been 
delayed because of his lavish use 
of the hosepipe. 

If the surface was damp and 
sporty, it did not show, for the 
opening hostilities from Phi] 
DeFreitas were muted, the Der- 
byshire man quickly opting for 
line and length after seeing 
Robin Smith bludgeon his 
opening partner, the lanky 
Scharl Willoughby, for three 
quick boundaries- 

Willoughby fed Smith’s off- 
skte repertoire as if it were a slot 
machine with a saucy smile 
and England raced to fifty in 
only 54 bails. But just as Smith 
promised his most fluent knock 





Backdrop to Boland: England play out their first innings as the cricket is second best to the scenery at Paarl yesterday 


Photograph: CNve Mason/Allsport 


of the tour he was was bowled 
for 39, by a beauty from B; 
Stelling that seamed away o. 


the pitch to hit off-stump. 
The dis 


dismissal meant an ear- 
ly opportunity for John Craw- 
ley to show his many supporters 
here, many of whom are sport- 
ing closely cropped heads, that 
he has the kina of credentials, 
if not the most politically correct 
haircut, to make the England No 
3 spot his own. All looked well, 


but after cracking a cover drive 
for four to get off the mark, he 
was clumsily stumped by Louis- 
Mark Genmshuys after lurching 
down the pitch to the off-spin- 
ner Brian Drew. After Mark 
Ramprakash’s two-ball journey 
to the precipice of no return at 
the Vfenderers, Crawley is set to 
play in the next Tfesl, but not nec- 
essarily at No 3 where Smith 
i a return. 

all the possibles, Alec 


Stewart would probably be best 
suited to the role. His last Test 
fifty as an opening batsman for 
England was at Lord's against 
New Zealand, 16 months ago. 
His dismissal here, bowled dri- 
ving loosely at Stelling, was al- 
most identical to the one in 
England’s second inning s in 
Johannesburg, where Brian 
McMillan forced a similar stut- 
ter in his footwork, a flaw that, 
until corrected, is likely to be 


ruthlessly exploited 
Africa’s new-t 
In fact, 1 

tury from his Surrey- team- 
mate, Thorpe, and a hard-hit 
cameo from Graeme Hick, that 
included a cleanly struck 
straight six off Drew, prevent- 
ed England from losing out 
completely to the scenery. How- 
ever, when both were out in 
quick succession, Russell took 
over with his now renowned 


crab-with-a-spade role, and die 
mountain view won out 
DeFreitas, who had one or 
two points to prove in this 
match, looked uninterested un- 
to the Second new ball With 
Mike Wilkinson already gone 
for 24, brilliantly caught one- 
handed by a diving Stelling at 
short mid-off, he tormented 
England's tail with eight suc- 
cessive maidens. His only re- 
ward came after a disputable 


• dismissal for caught behind as 
his old Lancashire team-mate, 
Peter Martin, fended at a 
bouncer. This allowed Richard 
Illingworth to apply a dollop of 
his own taaixl of RusseB-like ad- 
hesive before the dose as Eng- 
land ended the day 263-8. ’With, 
the home side’s spinners. Drew 
and Claude Henderson, send- 
ing down 63 of the 109 overs 
bowled, Illingworth will be in for 
an even stickier time today. 



Crowds flock to see 




CATHERINE RILEY 


Mark McGhee’s appointment 
as manager of Wolves could be 
delayed following his contro- 
versial departure from Leices- 
ter yesterday. McGhee angered 
Leicester by rejecting a salary 
increase and resigned, along 
with his No 2, Colin Lee, ana 
coach Mike Hickman. 

Wolves -who could face a bill 
of up (o £25m in legal foes, pay- 
offs to their former manager 
Graham Taylor and coach 
Sieve Harrison, and signing-on 


costs for die Leicester trio -i 

delay a n ann n unpem ent yntj j af- 

ter Sunday's trip to Luton. 

“If he goes to Wolves I hope 
they get relegated,” Steve 
V&ish, the dub captain said “All 
the players are very upset They 
want to prove to Mark (hat what 
he’s done is wrong. We feel that 
what’s happened is a disgrace.” 

Martin George, the Leicester 
chairman, said: “Mark would 
have been among the five best- 
paid managers in the country. 
The board bent over backwards 
to try to get hun to stay - to a 
level that made some of us 
doubt our own wisdom.” 


George applied for a High 
Court injunction in an attempt 


to stop Brian Little joining As- 
ton VDlaayear ago, and another 


court battle appears to be loom- 
le Footb 


mg. Both the Football League 
and Fbotball Association are to 
monitor the situation to see 
whether any regulations have 
been broken. 

“I’m very disappointed with 
what has happened,” George 
said. “We sprat a long time and 
a great deal of effort hying to 
fulfil what we all wanted to do 
and we didn't achieve anything.” 

Vfelsh. a Leicester player for 
10 years, will take charge of 


team affairs along with Chris ' 
Turner, Gariy Parker and the 
youth team coach, David Nish, 
while Leicester begin seeking a 
new manager for the second 
time in a year. 

Coventry City, who are cur- 
rently at the bottom of the 
Premier League and £9m in 
debt, are to announce two new 
signings- one loan and one per- 
manent - today. However, they 
have seen their bid to take 
Dave McPherson from Hearts 
on loan fall through due to the 


player’s injury. 

A group of six Manchester- 
based millionaires have com- 


pleted talks for a proposed 
takeover of Portsmouth. The 
consortium, led by business- 
man ^fcrren Smith, held a meet- 
ing with die managing director, 
Martin Gregory, son of the 
club’s owner, Jim Gregory, and 
the takeovers set to go through 
before Christmas. 

“We have had a favourable 
response from Mr Gregory in 
our offer to acquire the chib and 
we hope to be able to make a 
formal announcement by Mon- 
day of next week,” said Smith. 

Birmingham are to request a 
personal hearing in an effort to 
clear their name after being 


charged by the FA with mis- 
conduct oyer crowd trouble at 
their match against MDlwall 
last month. The First Division 
side could face a substantial fine, 
or even closure of their ground 
if the charge is proved. 

Fulham and Gillingham have 
both been charged with mis- 
conduct by the FA following 
their game on 25 November. T\sn 
players were booked and two 
sent oft and the referee’s report 
to the FA described the last 10 
minutes of the Division Three 
match as “the most disgraceful 
exhibition by professional foot- 
ballers I have ever seen.” 


return of Ferguson 


GUY HODGSON 


Duncan Ferguson has come to 
the attention of the police be- 
fore and last night he did so 
again. A broken une of yellow- 
bibbed officers was strung 
around Goodison Park looking 
like it wished it was elsewhere. 
On an arctic night who could 
blame them? 

Not that the most famous re- 
lease since The Beatles’ “Free 
As A Bird” had done anything 
to merit their attention. Some 
10,000 people had come to see 


Ferguson make his return in an 
Eveiton shirt following his re- 
. cent prison term. He' was play- 
ing in a reserve match against 
Newcastle and the police were 
. there to shepherd the players 
rather titan put him under ser- 
veiflance. 

There is no doubt that Fer- 
guson's 44-day jail sentence for 
assaulting a fellow player has el- 
evated the Scottish striker to a 
status, in Evertonian minds, 
far beyond his feats on the 
field. “Duncan is innocent” 
tee-shirts have been' doing a 
flourishing business. 
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ACROSS 

1 ‘Orscmcn desultorily trap- 
ping one in a messy way (8) 

5 Bridge opponents left high- 
scoring card, causing tan- 
gle? (6) 

10 Cartel wrath less activated 
by major economic col* 


lapse? (4,65) 
It whal 


vhat could be tatty*, name- 
ly. book bound m red? (7) 

12 Privileged member with but- 


ting team getting runs (7) 
i of Young 


13 Leaders of Young Conserv- 
atives mobbing one in a 
gathering? It rosy lead to 
suspension (8) 

15 Weapon to ensnare love - a 
scrat (53 

IS Editor, receiving pieces, 
has to edit (5) 

20 Keep principal one s invest- 
ed in cash? (S) 

23 Electrical units - name used 
in SI here, possibly (7) 


Ipposing; 

month (7) 

26 How stupid can a board 
member oe? (25,2.1,5) 

27 Come out to see them be- 
fore inviting leader of gang 
in (6) 

28 Rash chap’s going round 
Leeds after a riot (8) 

DOWN 

1 New women’s group having 
split purpose? Not advisable 

[6‘ 

ributkm of beer to all 


that is easy to accept! (9) 

3 Be naughty? Would L like- 


wise, be naughty ultimately? 

4 Bet securing high-class car 
would make you a happy 
character! (5) 

6 Company absorbed by one 
is in rising Mediterranean 
city (7) 


■7 A big star turning up for an 
Oscar? (5) 

8 Energy yonder -one source 
of luminosity in the heavens 

9 Ale - one carrying bone dis- 
ease (4-4) 

14 Another Phi? Means ago- 
nised discomfort, we hear 

16 Struggling to retain Euro- 
pean position with regard to 
a certain line (9) 

17 Make version of sharper - 
English? (8) 

19 Forceful part of golf tech- 
nique (7) 

21 Being cornered, runs, get- 
ting knocked about (7) 

22 Fires acceptable in revdu- 
iwoarv groups (6) 

24 Fool about with saltpetre 
(5) 

25 English article is superior to 
the French passage (5) 


Bates lets in Harding 


Hie public feud between the 
chairman, Ken Bates, and the 
dub’s landlord, Matthew Hard- 
ing, over the control of Chelsea 
moved behind dosed doors at 
Stamford Bridge yesterday. 

The dub announced after a 
board meeting that the pair 
would lunch and sit together at 
tomorrow’s home Premiership 
match against Newcastle. That 
implied Bates had agreed to lift 
the ban on Harding taking his 
seat in the directors’ XJX and us- 
ing the boardroom facilities, 
though both refused to com- 
ment before leaving the ground. 

Now extensive discusaons will 
take place in private to try to turn 
the public truce into a lasting 
peace. A statement from the dub 
added: “Discussions are pro- 
ceeding on the best way forward 


to finance and achieve Chelsea 
Football (Job’s future aspirations 
in the best interests of the dub 
and its supporters." 

Harding said only that it was 
a “very satisfactory meeting", 
while Bates said simply. “I’m 
very pleased with the way it 
wenL There’s nothing more I 
can say now.” 

The thaw followed a month- 
long dispute which had seen 
Harding refused permission 
even to park his car at Stamford 
Bridge. It was thought before 
the two-honr meeting that 
Harding, who has £26 -5 m in- 
vested in Chelsea, would offer 
to rad the stand-off. He said: 
Tm not going along looking for 
trouble, and 1 hope Ken isn’t ei- 
ther. Wfe haven't spoken for the 
best part of a month and Tm 


looking forward to seeing him.” 

Harding bad avoided a con- 
frontation by watching games 
from the £5m North Stand he 
helped finance. He was, how- 
ever, welcomed warmly into 
the directors’ boxes at Leeds 
and Manchester United. 

Bates, who has been suffer- 
ing from pneumonia, has not at- 
tended a Chelsea game since 4 
November. The pair had been 
at odds after Harding revealed 
he had resigned from the board 
of Chelsea Village, the dub's 
parent company. He recognised 
that the row was a distraction 
from issues such as development 
of the south stand. Bates wants 
to accommodate a hotel, shops, 
offices and flats. Harding be- 
lieves the investment in the 
team should take precedence. 


Football’s fastest goal claimed 


GUY HODGSON AND UZ SEARL 
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The statisticians will no doubt 
continue to disagree among 
themselves, but an Australian 
international by the name of 
Damian Mori has staked what 
could prove the best claim yet 
to the fastest goal in senior foot- 
ball history. 

As Morfs team, Adelaide 
Gty, lined up for the start of 
Wednesday night’s Australian 
National League match against 
Sydney United, the striker spot- 
ted the oppositiongoalkeeper, 
John Perosh, off his line. From 
the kick-off Bradley Hasell 
passed to Mori, who promptly 
lobbed the ball over Perosh and 
into the neL The goal was 
timed at four seconds. 

Other goals have been 
recorded at four seconds (and 
indeed one at35sec), but Mori 
may have the most legitimate 
claim as his goal was filmed, un- 
like most of those in the record 
books. 


Adelaide Gty officials said 
they would send a copy of the 
film to the Guinness Book of 
Records, which currently lists 
four goals, all scored in six sec- 
onds, as the fastest in history: 
Albert Mundy (Aldershot v 
Hartlepool, 1958), Barrie Jones 


(Newport v Torquay, 1962), 
Keith Smith (Crystal Palace v 


said to have been soored after 
only four seconds. The match 
referee confirmed that time 
for Jim Fryatt’s goal for Brad- 
ford Park Avenue against Txan- 
mere in 1964, while off-pitch 
observers also recorded four 
seconds for Malcolm Macdon- 
ald's lob for Newcastle United 


j, 1964) andTbmmy Lan- 
gley (Queen’s Park Rangers v 
Bolton, 1980). 

' One other notable goal was 
recorded at six seconds, but the 
scorer is probably glad that his 
name does not appear in most 
record books: Pat Kruse’s strike 
after six seconds while playing 


in a friendly against St John- 
: in 1972. 


in 1977 is believed to be 
fastest own goal in history. 

In fact most statisticians 
agree that the fastest goal of all 


time was scored by CoKn Cow-. 
>foi 


perthwaite, who found the net 
after 35sec playing for Barrow 
against Kettering Ibwn in 1979. 

There are also two instances 
in professional football of goals 


stone 

At international level Bryan 
Robson has the rare distinction 
of holding two records for the 
fastest goal. His strike after 27 
seconds for England a gainst 
France in 1982 was the fastest 
goal recorded in the World Cop 
finals, while his 38-seoond effort 
against Yugoslavia fa 1989 is the 
fastest recorded at Wembley. 

Ray SpDer, of the Asso ciation 

Of Football S tafisrirfc n g That 

Cowperthwaite's goal was gen- 
erally recognised as the fastest 
in history. However, he said the 
arguments were hkely to rage cm 
because the football authorities 
faave .no system for officially 
recognising the time of goals. 
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